Shahina A. Ghazanfar 


An Annotated Catalogue 
of the Vascular Plants 
of Oman 


Scripta Botanica Belgica 2 


Sai melairesas fees heii 
‘envied? ae it Nene sate, 7 
; 
fos let ee el 
omnia SG yt mete Se 


7 
/_ 
a. 


+ 
came 


¢ 
7 
if ind 
ae 
Psa 
a 
Ruf 
hig l 
“ 
‘ee 
omy 
ze 
is 
< Shy = 
ay ice 4 a 
i Se ee ee eh 
Ry: oe a) i. ¥ e Pac wee ee 
" mel 7 
thai a. aes 
nana Aa colle 
= iat air bi . 
A 
s i a ae » 
tele oF comical Ta sliie e e  ? 
i 
oe ot emt 
Ages €h Tae Sees 
_ a 
aslubia Oe Galati ' 
ae eee ae oe ca F 
peat tpl | a 
: , iy _ A 
7 ea Z 
a a) (aaa eee : 


Py Sige hile Ras ae 
he ou — , 


Scripta Botanica Belgica 2 


Shahina A. Ghazanfar 


An Annotated Catalogue 
of the 
Vascular Plants 


of Oman 
and their Vernacular Names 


Cry. 3 GF249% 


Meise 
National Botanic Garden of Belgium 
L792 


Scripta Botanica Belgica 


Miscellaneous documentation 
edited by the National Botanic Garden of Belgium 


Series editor: E. Robbrecht 
Special editor of volume 2: P. Bamps 


Volume 2 
Shahina A. Ghazanfar 


An Annotated Catalogue of the Vascular Plants of Oman 
and their Vernacular Names 


CIP Royal Library Albert I, Brussels 


An Annotated Catalogue of the Vascular Plants of Oman and their vernacular names / Shahina A. Ghazanfar. - 
Meise: Ministry of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Administration, National Botanic Garden of Belgium, 1992.- 
153 p.: ill.; 29 cm. - (Scripta botanica Belgica; Vol. 2). 


ISBN 90-72619-08-0 
Subjects: Botany 


D/1992/0325/12 
Date of publication: December 10, 1992 


Address of the author: 
Shahina A. Ghazanfar 
Department of Biology 
Sultan Qaboos University 
P.O. Box 32486 Al-Khod 
Muscat 

Sultanate of Oman 


Cover illustration: Acacia tortilis (Forsskal) Hayne 


Copyright © by the National Botanic Garden of Belgium, Meise 
Printed in Belgium by Universa, Wetteren 


CONTENTS 

PERE CRON. Areca sn ah, Bp settee. retbais. Shots. ld IAs ee ee ee gees 5 
ATP CONCCLOTS = TMi 9, ee fs Are Sak, Ed 3 ae Oe es, ee ad 5 
COUT nT Soe pts ce A dad Ti ceed nah tte Be ani a eel A a acme Lae Oa Se Pa 6 
Plots AHOLveCC EATON yr gee «Le ai os Soca Th eerie cathee Tipysi tb Sotsye cee ee 6 
PRIN tp OOITS oo) Sa eee Renee ya 4) Soni ,. meme eRe Ue RAs eee WOE ee A no, 8 
Vee CR TP ROCAMS 6.2: 0 ee he Pe ab es TR ee ee ee 8 11 
Micropliylophytaws, Pe Sb he Wer ah te tae Eee Ls ee Be a Ia 
GMTV CCT SDNY Eo ge Poe ie SBE Diet ar ag, oh A te RN = dea MR we oa a 11 
ATU] ges On RORY, Beg tr OR Och BE ates ey ripe, es eae Eee reed Rage NE eta en 11 

Ba en ERE NING se i gc EI a ge ea iees 5, FA EE Od SS Wh ea oe 13 
CEOS Cet CE ne ce ope tng ie a eee a os inde em es eee ie OR. 13 

By CACODIYie ie B AG Rt eg EE eee E tee , UE ae AE, Oe, 13 
SPONC LDV Cae er nk eres eae sc ese Es Sere ean Sgr ge ee Cte Pence 13 

Sy A AROLE) CA ELD re pea ek iy al a aE RIN ER ML, calla, Set Sh nN a 13 

Ad POSPCHS MA CMOMOPIYLA) fos sac: gach ae cites gcksns Crates UPS oto ten Yong bras & ayer 14 
ICOTVIEGR DS VAC NOMORSIGAapets on aa teasade tao ha Pts. t-Sacsi coe thek at 14 
Mongeotyledons (lahiopsida): = arerras Mitr Gera Ss 8) Ie eas ew 121 

Ny AHL 1 BN) NS) elt Straggle pind Fash srg arial Aaa PE Abe a 143 
WEE VEE) 6 1 pa G2 Sih 2h fe ACR rE yam Cee SF ae en ee ne 145 


Sai melairesas fees heii 
‘envied? ae it Nene sate, 7 
; 
fos let ee el 
omnia SG yt mete Se 


7 
/_ 
a. 


+ 
came 


¢ 
7 
if ind 
ae 
Psa 
a 
Ruf 
hig l 
“ 
‘ee 
omy 
ze 
is 
< Shy = 
ay ice 4 a 
i Se ee ee eh 
Ry: oe a) i. ¥ e Pac wee ee 
" mel 7 
thai a. aes 
nana Aa colle 
= iat air bi . 
A 
s i a ae » 
tele oF comical Ta sliie e e  ? 
i 
oe ot emt 
Ages €h Tae Sees 
_ a 
aslubia Oe Galati ' 
ae eee ae oe ca F 
peat tpl | a 
: , iy _ A 
7 ea Z 
a a) (aaa eee : 


Py Sige hile Ras ae 
he ou — , 


INTRODUCTION 


Plant Collectors 


The history of botanical exploration in Oman began in 1838 with Pierre Martin Remi Aucher-Eloy (1793- 
1838). Aucher-Eloy visited northern Oman (known then as Imamat Mascat) from March 6 to April 14, 1838 
(ed. Jaubert 1843). He collected from Muscat, along the coast to Al Khod, inland from the foothills of the 
western Hajar (northern mountains) to Nakhl, through the Ghubra Bowl to Wakkan, up to the Saigq Plateau 
(c. 2000 m) and down to Tanuf. On this journey Aucher-Eloy collected about 250 plant species, many of 
which were new to science. His collections were used and cited by E. Boissier in his Flora Orientalis (1867- 
1888), and later by E. Blatter (1919-1936) and O. Schwartz (1939). Aucher-Eloy’s collections are located 
at 'P with duplicates at G. 

Amongst the other important collectors in Oman, J. Theodore Bent with his wife Mabel, accompanied 
by W. Lunt, were the first collectors to collect in Dhofar, the southern region of Oman. Bent and Lunt 
collected in Oman in 1894-95 (collections at K, with duplicates at E, P); their collections were cited by 
Blatter (1919-1936). Other collectors, such as J.F.N. Bornmueller (1893, Muscat; collections at A, B 
(believed destroyed), BM, BP, BRSL, C, E, GB, HGB, JE, K, L, LY, M, MANCH, OXF, P, S, US, W), 
P.Z. Cox with S.G. Knox (1907, N. Oman; collections at BM), B. Thomas, (1925-37; collections at 7BLATT), 
J. Fernandez (1925-26; collections at K, BLATT) deputed by the Bombay Natural History Society, 
accompanying G.M. Lees (1925-26); D.E. Vesey-Fitzgerald (1936, 1943-47; collections at BM, a few at ON) 
and W. Thesiger (1945-46, 1946-47, 1947-48, 1948-50, 1977; collections at BM, CAI, E, K, a few at ON) also 
made important collections in Oman. 

However, the most comprehensive collections in Oman were made in the last forty years. Wickens, 
(1982) lists 45 collectors with the year and location of their collections. Amongst the notable collectors were: 
G.B. Popov (1957 & 1968; collections at BM, CAI, E, EA, K); M.D. Gallagher, who has collected both 
floral and faunal material since 1973 (collections at E with duplicates at K, ON) and has contributed much 
to the knowledge of animal and plant life in Oman (Gallagher, 1991); J.P. Mandaville (1972, 1975, 1976 & 
1979; collections at BM, CAI, E, K, ON), who has contributed to the floral surveys of the northern 
mountains (Mandaville 1977, 1985); A. Radcliffe-Smith in the north (1976) and south (1977; collections at 
K, ON), who contributed to the floral survey in Dhofar (Radcliffe-Smith 1980); R.P. Whitcombe (1977-1980, 
partly with A.G. Miller; collections at E, ON), who compiled a preliminary checklist of the plants of northern 
Oman (Whitcombe & Miller 1984, unpublished); J.R. Edmondson (1980, from the western Hajar mountains; 
collections at E, ON); R.M. Lawton (1978, 1979, & 1981; collections at BM, FHO, K, ON); J.R. 
Maconochie (1981-82, as a consultant on a rangeland survey project, collections at BM, E, K, ON), whose 
collections (c. 800 specimens) formed the basis of the National Herbarium (ON) which is located with the 
Oman Natural History Museum at the Ministry of National Heritage and Culture, Oman; A.G. Miller (1979, 
1984, 1985 & 1989; collections at E, K, ON), whose collections, especially in the southern region of Dhofar, 
have contributed immensely to the botanical knowledge of Oman (Miller, Hedge & King 1982 and other 
references to Miller given in the Catalogue); K.O. Stanley-Price (1981-1986, in the central limestone region 
of Jiddat al Harasis; collections at E, ON), who commenced a herbarium at Ja’alooni where the White Oryx 
Project is based; I. McLeish (since 1984, in Dhofar; collections at E, ON) whose collections have contained 
many new records and some new species (including a new genus from Dhofar); R.A. Braund (1985-1990, 
Musandam; collections at E, ON); P. Allison (1981-1983; collections at E, ON); W. Frey and H. Kuerschner 
(1983, Muscat area; collections at BSB, ON); R. Ash (1982, N. Oman, Musandam; collections at E, ON); 
P.N. Munton (1985, 1986; collections at K, E, ON); T.A. Cope (1987, 1991, Wahiba Sands, Dhofar (chiefly 
grasses); collections at K, ON), (Cope 1988); Faisal al-Lamki (1986 with J.E. Clarke and 1989, 1990 from 
Sahil Jazir and Masirah; collections at ON); D.B. Forrester & T. Tear (1988-1990, in and around Ja’alooni; 
collections at E, ON, Herb. YAL); H.A. Jonkers (1988-1990, chiefly succulents, also cultivated; collections 
at ON, University Botanic Garden, Sultan Qaboos University). 

I have collected in Oman since 1987 and have established a herbarium in the Biology Department at 
Sultan Qaboos University. The University Herbarium is mainly for teaching and student research projects. 
All my collections are at the University Herbarium (abbreviated in this Catalogue as Herb. SQU, not listed 


‘Abbreviations for the herbaria used in text are in accordance with Index Herbariorum 1, ed. 8 (1990). Bold 
print indicates the location of the top set, where this is known. 
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in Index Herbariorum) with some duplicates at BR, ON and KUH. Live material that I have collected is 
cultivated at the University Botanic Garden at Sultan Qaboos University. 


Climate 


In northern Oman the annual mean temperatures vary between 25° C and 30° C, except at Sayq (c. 2000 
m) where it is c. 17° C. Highest temperatures are recorded during June and July and the lowest in 
December and January. In Dhofar the annual mean temperatures vary between 21° C and 25° C. Rainfall 
patterns are erratic, but generally rain occurs between December and February in the north and between 
July and August in the south (Figure 1). In Dhofar the southwestern monsoons produce dense mists in July 
and August on the escarpment mountains and plateau. Condensation or ’occult rainfall’ is a major source 
of water for the vegetation. Fogs occur on part of the central desert in Jiddat al Harasis and Wahiba Sands 
between January and May and October and November. These are caused by the humid sea breezes which 
condense due to low night temperatures in the desert. Mean precipitation calculated from mists and fogs 
is 34-35 1/sq. m/day and c. 1.39 1/sq. m/day at 4.2 m height in Dhofar and Ja’alooni (Jiddat al Harasis) 
respectively (Stanley-Price et al. 1986). 


Flora and Vegetation 


Oman does not yet have a written account of its flora. Regional checklists exist for Jabal Akhdar 
(Mandaville 1977), Dhofar (Radcliffe-Smith 1986; Miller & Morris 1988), Jiddat al Harasis (Forrester & 
Tear, 1988, unpublished), Musandam (Mandaville 1980) and Wahiba Sands (Cope 1989). 

Only a few regional studies have been done on the vegetation of Oman (Mandaville 1977; Sale 1980; 
Munton 1988; Frey & Kuerschner 1986; Ghazanfar 1991a, Ghazanfar & Rappenhoener, 1992). I have 
described the vegetation and prepared a preliminary vegetation map (Ghazanfar 1991b). 

The vegetation of Oman can be classified into nine major zones (Ghazanfar 1991b) (Figure 2): 


1. Northern Mountain Vegetation, which comprises the vegetation of the northern mountains (western and 
eastern Hajar) (including the Musandam mountains) and wadis; 

2. Acacia-Lycitum-Euphorbia scrub, which includes the vegetation of the foothills and immediate plains of 
the northern mountains. In the wadis and plains, after the rains, an abundant growth of annuals and 
perennials takes place; 

3. Suaeda fruticosa community, which consists of the vegetation of the coastal rocky and sandy dunes; 

4. Halopeplis perfoliata and Cyperus conglomeratus community, which constitutes the vegetation of the highly 
saline plains and saline coastal dunes in the eastern coast of central Oman; 

5. Acacia tortilis and A. ehrenbergiana community, which includes the vegetation of the central limestone 
and gravel plains; 

6. Prosopis cineraria - Calligonum comosum community, which comprises the vegetation of the sandy deserts 
in the east and west of Oman; 

7. Acacia - Zygophyllum - Heliotropium community, which includes the vegetation of the central desert 

plains; 

. Semi-desert grassland, which constitutes the vegetation of the southern coastal areas and; 

9. Southern escarpment woodland and plateau vegetation, which includes the vegetation of the southern 
mountains, the north-facing slopes and plains. 


i) 


The greatest floristic diversity occurs in the northern and southern mountains which constitute 60% and 
72% of the total species respectively. The species of the central plains and sandy deserts represent less than 


Figure 1. Climate and regions of Oman. 

In each climate diagram the name of the station is followed by its altitude, mean annual temperature and 
mean annual precipitation. The number(s) in parentheses refer to the years of observation (where there are 
two numbers, the first is for temperature and the second for precipitation). Monthly means of temperature 
(°C) are shown by the thin line and monthly means of precipitation (mm) by the thick line. The left and 
right hand axes are from 0 to 100 and the abscissa from January to December. 
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25% of the total flora. About 10% of the species are restricted to Dhofar, where endemic species make up 
about 5% of the total species. 

More than half of the species are annuals. They germinate and flower soon after the first rains; their 
flowering is irregular from year to year and depends on the amount of rainfall. Generally, flowering occurs 
from February to April in the north and from August to November in the south. The perennial species 
generally flower in the cool winter months; from January to April in the northren foothills and plains, from 
February to early June in the northern mountains and from September to November in Dhofar. 


This Catalogue 


Aucher-Eloy wrote in his memoirs: 


"To sum up, I have not collected more than 250 plants over the whole of the Imamat of Muscat. Also 
many specimens, especially of large trees, have no fruits. The rain is not regular at this point of the tropics 
as it is a few degrees further on. It is in fact rarely abundant and when it falls in quantity, this happens at 
irregular intervals once or twice a year. The local people say that very shortly after the rains the land is 
covered with flowers." 

"Tam convinced that in this country, the most barren in the world, it would be difficult to find more than 
500 plants". (ed. Jaubert 1843; translated by J.C. Gallagher, 1975). 


In this catalogue 1174 species of vascular plants (excluding cultivated species) are listed. Species are cited 
by their collection records which were obtained from herbarium sheets. Authenticated material at E 
(Herbarium, Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh), BM (Herbarium, British Museum of Natural History, 
London), K (Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Surrey (mostly from duplicated material 
at ON), Herb. YAL (Herbarium at Ja’alooni, White Oryx Project), Herb. SQU (Herbarium, Department 
of Biology, Sultan Qaboos University) and Hortus SQU (University Botanic Garden, Sultan Qaboos 
University) are cited. Species are cited under four areas: i) Northern Oman, which includes the northern 
mountains, northern foothills, and the northern coastal areas of the Batinah and Ras al Hadd. Musandam 
is included under northern Oman, but cited separately; ii) Central Oman, which includes the central gravel 
desert and the limestone plateau of Jiddat al Harasis; iii) Wahiba Sands, which includes species on the sandy 
dunes and wadis of Ramalat Wahiba; iv) Dhofar, which includes the Dhofar mountains, coastal plains and 
the north facing desert plains. Masirah, Halaniyat and Daymaniyat Islands are listed separately. Vascular 
Cryptogams are listed first, followed by the Phanerogams.  Dicotyledons are listed before the 
Monocotyledons. Families, genera and species are listed alphabetically. Cronquist’s (1981) system of 
classification is followed. A brief diagnostic character and habitat is given for most of the species. For 
genera which are represented by more than five species or for the more morphologically related species, keys 
are provided. I have not attempted to construct keys for Cyperaceae or Poaceae as it is beyond my expertise. 
I refer the readers to the references and notes given under these families. I have also made references to 
other published works for the keys to some genera. Details of holotypes are given for all endemic species 
and for those where the material originated from Oman. Only the very commonly used synonyms are given. 

I have attempted to provide the vernacular names for the species where they are known. The vernacular 
and some classical Arabic names have been obtained from local people, herbal healers (for plants used in 
herbal medicines), the National Herbarium, Oman and our own students at Sultan Qaboos University, who 
have collected plants. Others have been obtained from Mandaville & Bovey (1978) and Mandaville (1977). 
Most of the Dhofari Arabic and Jibbali names (languages spoken in the region of Dhofar, southern Oman) 
have been taken from Miller & Morris (1988) and Harsusi names (an unwritten language, spoken in Jiddat 
al Harasis, central Oman) have been taken from the herbarium sheets and later verified by the rangers of 
the White Oryx Project at Ja’alooni (Jiddat al Harasis). The index of vernacular names lists all vernacular 
names (including Jibbali and Harsusi) in Roman script. Diacritical signs are not used for the vernacular 
names in this catalogue. An index of vernacular names, both in Arabic and Roman script (with diacritical 
signs) is prepared separately. 

No catalogue or checklist of plants is ever final. Many localities in Oman still remain to be collected 
thoroughly and after good rains. These will most likely provide new records and species new to science. 
For the present, this Catalogue provides the first comprehensive list of all the species collected so far, in 
Oman, and the vernacular names. I would be grateful to receive details of new records or species found in 
Oman and information on any omissions or corrections in this Catalogue. 

Throughout the preparation of this Catalogue I have had the support of the Department of Biology, 
Sultan Qaboos University, for which I am most grateful. I am grateful to the Director, Natural History 
Museum, Ministry of National Heritage and Culture, Al-Khuwair, Oman, and M.D. Gallagher for allowing 
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Figure 2. Vegetation map of Oman showing the major vegetation zones. Vegetation boundaries 
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me to use the National Herbarium and other facilities, and for providing information on the collectors, to 
A.G. Miller for his help in a preliminary checklist of the flora of Oman, to H.A. Jonkers for preparing 
the draft of Caralluma for the Flora of Oman (to be published at a later date), from which the present 
account for Caralluma is prepared. I am also grateful to him for providing living material of Caralluma 
species for cultivation at the University Botanic Garden. T. Cope read the Poaceae and made changes, 
incorporating information from recent collections from Dhofar. I am grateful to A. Spalton for making the 
herbarium at Ja’alooni freely available to me and for providing help with the Harsusi names. Said bin 
Hamood al Marhuki with the help of Said bin Dooda transliterated the Harsusi names into Arabic. Many 
colleagues have helped me in collecting plants and providing information about the plants and their 
vernacular names, for which I am very grateful. I would also like to thank Luisito Evangelista for technical 
help and Fatima Farooq for cultivating the plants at the University Botanic Garden experimental area. 

U. Sacheti and H.A. Jonkers read drafts of the manuscript and pointed out typographical errors. I enjoyed 
the company of Sheila Collenette on collecting trips in 1992, and I am also grateful to her for going through 
the final draft of this catalogue. Last but not least, my thanks to Martin Fisher, for his continuous help and 
support. 
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VASCULAR CRYPTOGAMS 


Microphyllophyta 


Selaginella perpusilla Bak. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Selaginella imbricata (Forsskal) Spring ex Decne. 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5520 (K,ON). 
Fronds tightly coiled in. Collected under overhanging rocks. 


Arthrophyta 


Equisetum ramosissimum Desf. 
N. Oman: Mandaville (Checklist, 1977). 


Pteridophyta 


Actiniopteris semiflabellata Pic.- Sermolli 

N. Oman: Jonkers 77 (ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3844 (K,ON); Gardener s.n. (Herb. SQU). 

Small fern, fronds with linear segments, green above, grey beneath. Occurs at high elevations (from 800 m 
to 2000 m), in shade. 


Adiantum capillus-veneris L. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3850 (K,ON); Musandam, Ash 231 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 94 (K,ON); 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5326 (K,ON); Ghazanfar 1656 (Herb. SQU). 

The most commonly found fern, occuring in the falajs and water sources, in date gardens and irrigated 
locations. Distinct in its slender black stems and lobed leaflets. 

Arabic: harra. 


Adiantum incisum Forsskal 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 5292 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7707 (E,ON). 


Pendant fern, rooting at the tips of the stems. Leaflets divided, covered with rusty hairs. Collected from 
crevices of rocks at c. 600 m. 


Adiantum philippense L. 
Dhofar: Miller 7113 (E,ON). 


Distinct in its dark brown/black slender stems and large leaflets which are shallowly lobed. Occurs 
underneath trees in shady locations. 


Ceratopteris comuta (P. Beauv.) Lepr. 
Occurs in shallow water, in ponds or in brackish water, rooting or floating. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Ceratoptens thalictroides (L.) Brongn. 

Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5535 (K,ON); Maconochie 3173 (K,ON); Miller 7044 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1631 (Herb. 
SOU). 

Aquatic fern, sometimes submerged. Sterile fronds with ovate leaflets, fertile fronds with linear segments. 
Occurs in permanent fresh water pools in flowing water. 
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Cheilanthes coriacea Decne. 
N. Oman: Mandaville (Checklist, 1977). 


Cheilanthes farinosa (Forsskal) Kaulf. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Cheilanthes fragrans (L.f.) Sw. 

(Syn.: C. pterioides (Reichard) C.Chr.) 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4026 (K,ON); Musandam, Braund 115 (E,ON). 

Small delicate fern with bipinnate fronds. Grows in rock crevices, above 1000 m. 


Cosentina vellea (Ait.) Tod. 

(Syn.: Cheilanthes catanensis (Cosent.) Fuchs; C. vellea (Aiton) F. Mueller; Notholaena vellea (Ait.) R. Br. 
emend. Desv.) 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3845 (K,ON). 

Small fern with pinnate fronds. Leaflets with rounded lobes, densely brown-white villous beneath. In shady 
places at higher altitudes (c. 800 m). 


Hypodematium crenatum (Forsskal) Kuhn 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 5291 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7163 (E,ON). 

Fern with 30-40 cm long fronds, bipinnate with deeply serrate margins. In cracks and crevices of cliffs and 
rocks, in shady locations. 


Negripteris sciona Pic.-Sermolli 

Dhofar: McLeish 840 (K?,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5242 (K,ON). 

Small fern with pinnate leaves, each leaflet lobed. Fronds white farinose beneath. Often beneath trees in 
escarpment woodland. 


Onychium divaricatum (Poir.) Alston 
N. Oman: Musandam, Mandaville 7168, 7235 (BM). 


Onychium melanolepis (Decne.) Ktze. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4109 (K,ON); Braund 114 (E?,ON). 
Distinctive fern with delicate, deeply segmented leaflets. 


Ophioglossurm polyphyllum A. Braun 
N. Oman: Collenette 8049 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7267 (E,ON). 


Fern with a single simple leaf, the fertile axis arising from its stalk. Appearing after the rains on bare 
ground. Also recorded from northern Oman, on a limestone hill near Samad (c. 600 m) and Jabal Shams 
(c. 1800 m) (western Hajar mountains) and Jabal Hazimah (eastern Hajar mountains) at about 900 m. 


Pteris vittata L. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4262 (K,ON); Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5325 (K,ON); Miller 2593 (E,ON); 
Ghazanfar 1629 (Herb. SQU). 

Large fern with pinnate fronds. Leaflets with finely serrate margins. Found in irrigated gardens, usually by 
falajs and by permanent pools. 
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PHANEROGAMS 
Gymnosperms 
Cycadophyta 
Cycas revotuta Thunb. 
Found only in cultivation. 
Coniferophyta 


Juniperus excelsa M. Bicb. 

(Syn.: J. macropoda Boiss.; J. polycarpos C. Koch). 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3655 (K,ON); Mandaville 6475 (BM,ON); Fisher & Gardner s.n. (Herb. SQU). 
Found only in the western Hajar in the Jabal Akhdar range (northern mountains), above 1600 m. It forms 
an open woodland with Euryops arabicus, Olea europea and Ephedra pachyclada as associated species. 
Arabic: al alan. 


Gnetophyta 


Ephedra ciliata Fisch. & Mey. ex C.A. Mey. 

N. Oman: Lawton 2542 (ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-446 (BSB,ON); Ghazanfar 1861 (Herb. SQU); C. Oman: 
Ja’alooni list no. 323 (ON, Herb. YAL). 

A common gymnosperm found in the gravel foothills and plains. A climber. 

Harsusi: matakeet. 


Ephedra pachyclada Boiss. 
( Syn.: E. intermedia Schrenk. & C.A. Mey.) 


N. Oman: Gallagher 8051/9 (E,ON); Mandaville 6463 (BM,ON). 
Only found at and above 2000 m in the Jabal Akhdar range. 
Arabic: ansab, ansaran. 
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Angiosperms (Magnoliophyta) 
Dicotyledons (Magnoliopsida) 


Acanthaceae 


Asystasia gangetica (L.) T. Anders. 
Dhofar: Miller 6161 (E,ON). 
A creeping annual with white flowers, mauve-purple in the throat. 


Arabic: soudoud. 
Key to the species of Barleria 


1 Spiny shrubs 


2 Spines simple and pinnatifid. Flowers white B. acanthoides 
2 Spines simple 
3. Flowers bluish-white B. candida 
3 Flowers orange B. proxaima 
1 Unarmed shrubs 
4 Leaves broadly ovate. Flowers pale-blue/lilac B. hochstetteri 
4 Leaves ovate-oblong. Flowers purple/blue B. aucheriana 


Barleria acanthoides V ahl 
Dhofar: McLeish 327,406 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9190, 9404 (E,ON). 
In rocky and stony areas. 


Barleria aucheriana Nees 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3205 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1862 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Miller 9358 (E,ON). 
Unarmed shrub with purple/blue flowers. Occurs in the foothills, in sandy and gravelly places. Often seen 
growing underneath or close to Euphorbia larica shrubs. 


Barleria candida Nees 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3285 (K,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2801a (E,ON); Ghazanfar 979 (Herb. SQU); 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Low pulvinate shrub with simple spines and bluish-white flowers. Occurs in the lower hills. 


Barlena hochstetteri Nees 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6414 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 1852 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Miller 2341 (E,ON). 
Low woody shrub. Common on rocky hillslopes in northern Oman. In Dhofar found in drier areas. 
Arabic: thefied. 


Barleria proama Lindau 

Dhofar: Miller 3219 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1436 (Herb. SQU). 

The only species of Barleria with orange flowers. Occurs in the escarpment mountains, in crevices of rocks 
and amongst stones. 


Blephanis ciliaris (L.) B.L. Burtt 

N.Oman: Ash 32 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 793 (Herb. SQU); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 320 (ON, Herb. YAL); 
Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1371 (Herb. SQU). 

Small spinescent shrub, with spine-tipped bracts. Common in the foothills and plains. Absent from the 
southern region. The seeds are released explosively when the plant is moistened (Danin, 1983). 

Arabic: nigeyl; Harsusi: nigeyl. 
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Blepharis linanifolia Pers. 

Dhofar: McLeish 271 (E,ON). 

Perennial herb with slender branches and spiny bracts. Flowers blue-purple with a yellow throat. In the 
escarpment mountains. Also recorded from northern Oman, occurring on rocky hillsides. 

Jibbali: asker e da’an, sebbn. 


Blepharis dhofarensis A.G. Miller 

Dhofar: Miller 2368 (E,ON); Bent 110 (Holotype K). 

A small tree or shrub. Leaves with weak spinose margins. Found on the escarpment woodlands in Dhofar. 
Endemic to Dhofar. 

Jibbali: alib, alyib, tlob, ayzob. 


Dyschoriste dalyi A.G. Miller 

Dhofar: McLeish 279, 735 (E); Radcliffe-Smith 5128 (K); Miller 2377 (Holotype E; Isotypes K,ON). 
Creeping annual. Flowers mottled pink/purple. Occurs on the escarpment mountains and open grassy 
locations. 

Endemic to Dhofar. 

Arabic: dayfed. 


Ecbolium viride (Forsskal) Alston 

N.Oman: Edmondson 3174 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 565 (Herb. SQU). 

Erect perennial with ovate bracts, folding around the flower. Common in the lower slopes of Jabal Akhdar, 
usually near water. 

Arabic: thawma. 


Ecbolium violaceum (Vahl) Hilcoat & J.R.I. Wood 

Dhofar: McLeish 274 (E,ON); Bent 174 (K). 

Bracts imbricate, acuminate and ciliate at the apex. In dry rocky areas. 
Jibbali: herum axali. 


Hypoestes forskalei (Vahl) Solander ex Roem. & Schult. 

Dhofar: Miller 2332 (E,ON). 

An erect or straggling herb with opposite leaves and pale pink flowers. Usually found under bushes and 
trees. 

Jibbali: mervot. 


Justicia calyculata Deflers 
(Syn.: Bentia fniticulosa Rolfe) 


Dhofar: Miller 2584 (E,ON); McLeish 408 (E,ON). 

Small erect shrub with white flowers. Bracts and bracteoles arranged in compact spikes, each with a broad 
hyaline margin. Was placed by Rolfe in a monotypic genus. Occurs in the escarpment mountains. 
Jibbali: herum za’aliq. 


Justicia diffusa Willd. 

Dhofar: Miller 6312, 6198 (E,ON). 

Can be distinguished from the previous species by its white, striped corolla. 
Jibbali: ekutenan. 


Justicia heterocarpa T. Anders. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Ash 260 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2369 (E,ON). 


Small annual herb. Both spiny and spineless fruits found on the same plant. So far not recorded from the 
Hajar mounatins, but perhaps overlooked. 


Justicia odora Vahl 
Dhofar: Miller 7718 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9162 (E,ON). 
Low woody perennial. Flowers yellow. 
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Lepidagathis sp. nov. aff. calycina Nees 
Dhofar: Miller 2387 (E,ON). 


Endemic to Dhofar. 


Monechma debile (Forsskal) Nees 
Dhofar: Miller 7595 (E,ON). 
Erect annual. Flowers blue. In the escarpment mountains. 


Neuracanthus robecchii (Lindau) C.B. Clarke 

subsp. spinosus Clarke 
Dhofar: Miller 2315 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9116 (E,ON). 
Prostrate woody herb with a spinescent inflorescence. 


Peristrophe paniculata (Forsskal) Brummitt 
N.Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3889 (K,ON); Dhofar: Maconochie 3022 (ON). 
Branched annual herb. Flowers pinkish-brown. 


Ruellia camea Balf. f. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Ruellia discifolia Oliv. 

(Syn:. R. longiflora Vahl) 

Dhofar: Miller 2419 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9365, 9259 (E,ON); Maconochie 3513 (E,ON). 
A low woody herb with white flowers. Occurs in the coastal wadis. 


Ruellia hochstetteri Steud. 
Dhofar: Miller 7651 (E,ON). 


Ruellia pallida Vahl 
N.Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3887 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7688 (E,ON). 
Perennial with prostrate stems. Flowers pale-purple, fragrant. 


Ruellia patula Jacq. 

N. Oman: Collenette 8093 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7688 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3887 (K,ON); McLeish 429 
(E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9212 (E,ON). Very similar to the previous species. 

Jibbali: herum idenr. 


Ruellia praetermissa Schweinf. ex Lindau 
N.Oman: Rubens 34a (E?,ON). 
Decumbent shrub. Flowers purple or white. 


Ruellia prostrata T. Anders. 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5539 (K,ON). 


Ruellia sp. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7878/2. 
Cultivated. 


Ruellia indet. 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9366, 9259 (E,ON). 


Rungta parviflora Nees 
Dhofar: Miller & Whitcombe 2087 (E,ON). 
Annual herb. Flowers pale-blue. 


Ruttya fruticosa Lindau 
Dhofar: Miller & Whitcombe 2081 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9056 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1478 (Herb. SQU). 
Small tree or shrub distinct in its orange-red showy flowers which are 2-lipped and have a black crinkled 
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centre. The seeds are released explosively when the capsule is moistened. Occurs in the escarpment 
mountains. 
Jibbali: tur, eyyel, mugelif, exelot. 


Aizoaceae 


Aizoon canariensis L. 

N.Oman: Maconochie 3051,3052 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 995 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Braund 28 (E,ON); 
C. Oman: Tear 328 (E, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Ash 173 (E,ON). 

Prostrate annual or perennial, growing flat on the ground. Leaves petiolate. Flowers apetalous, capsule 5- 
angled. Very common after the rains, the dried plant persisting long after. Also recorded from Masirah 
Island. 

Arabic: shuheymat ard; Harsusi: boradat. 


Aizoon hispanicum L. 

N.Oman: Musandam, Ash 263 (E,ON). 

Small succulent herb with sessile leaves. Flowers axillary, solitary, yellowish. Rare. The above record needs 
confirmation. 


Corbichonia decumbens (Forsskal) Exell 
N.Oman: Maconochie 3362 (BM,ON). 
Glabrous annual with rigid stems. Leaves somewhat fleshy. Occurs in wadis, after the rains. 


Mesembryanthemum nodiflorum L. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Ash 263 (E,ON). 

Annual herb with succulent, linear leaves. Calyx with linear fleshy lobes. Petals many. Known only from 
a single collection. 


Trianthema portulacastrum L. 

Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Glabrous annual herb. Leaves anisophyllous, sub-orbicular, base clasping the stem. Petals white, tinged 
pink, with a dorsal green rib ending in a small subapical red mucro. Stamens 10-15. Occurs in damp, shady 
places. 


Trianthema triquetra Rottl. & Willd. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Annual herb with prostrate glabrous stems. Leaves somewhat oblanceolate, clasping the stem. Stamens 5. 


Zaleya pentandra (L.) C. Jeffrey 

N.Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3895 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7713 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12774/4 (BM,ON). 
Prostrate perennial. Leaves opposite, in fascicles at the nodes. Calyx with a white hyaline margin, midrib 
ending in a small subapical mucro. In cultivated and disturbed places. Comes up after the rains. 


Amaranthaceae 


Achyranthes aspera L. 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar 745 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Maconochie 2906 (BM,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2106 
(E,ON). 

Weedy perennial. ’Fruit’ spiny, often sticking to clothing, etc. Common in disturbed areas. 

Arabic: harsha. 


Aerva artemisioides Vieth. & O. Schwartz 
Dhofar: Miller 6404 (E,K,ON,UPS,KWT). 
Bushy perennial. Inflorescence slender. Stigma capitate, sessile. 
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Aerva javanica (Burm.f.) Juss. ex J.A. Schultes 

(incl. var. bovei Webb) 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6237 (BM,ON); Miller 2127 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 8 (ON). 

Wahiba Sands: Carell s.n. (Herb. SQU); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 86 (ON, Herb. YAL); Masirah Island: 
Ghazanfar 1375 (Herb. SQU). 

Erect perennial shrub with grey-green stems and leaves. Inflorescence spicate, with flowers in clusters, white 
woolly. Var. bovei has more slender spikes, often interrupted, with oblong or globose lateral branches. Both 
varieties occur here. Many forms are intermediate. 

Arabic: ra; Jibbali: ra; Harsusi: fehawin, fooweoo. 


Alternanthera pungens Kunth 

Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Prostrate herb, stems rooting at the nodes. Flowers in compact, prickly, axillary spikes. Weed in cultivated 
and disturbed places. 


Amaranthus graecizans L. 

N.Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-108 (BSB,ON); Ghazanfar & Evangelista 991 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, 
Mandaville 7288 (BM); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7772/5 (ON,E); Dhofar: McLeish 796 (E,ON); Halaniyat 
Islands: Gallagher 6833/1 (E,ON). 

Branches erect to decumbent. Flowers in axillary clusters. Common annual after the rains, in cultivated and 
disturbed places. Often found in cultivated tree pits. 

Arabic: dadh, quttaif, shegra tal santeen, sindar. 


Amaranthus hybridus L. 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 524 (E,ON); Collenette 8077 (E,ON). 
Only known from the above collections, perhaps undercollected. Weedy, in irrigated date gardens. 


Amaranthus sparganiocephalus Thell. 

Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9106 (E,ON). 

Annual herb. Stems angular. Leaves with long petioles. Flowers in compact, globose, axillary heads. 
Capsules acute at apex. 


Amaranthus viridis L. 

(Syn.: Chenopodium caudatum Jacq.) 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar & Evangelista 840 (Herb. SQU); Lahham s.n. (Herb. SQU); Edmondson 3384 (E,ON); 
Maconochie 2849 (E?,ON); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist). 

Erect annual. Stems angular. Flowers green, in axillary or terminal, paniculate spikes. Weed of cultivated 
land. 

Amaranthus cf. viridis L. 

Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9346 (E,ON). 


Celosia argentea L. 
N. Oman: Cultivated. 


Celosia trigyna L. 
Dhofar: Miller 2586, 2610 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1975 (Herb. SQU). 
Annual herb with somewhat scarious, whitish-pink flowers. In shaded, rocky and sandy hillslopes. 


Digera muricata (L.) Mart. 
Dhofar: Miller 2596 (E,ON); Maconochie 3578 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1429 (E,ON). 
Annual herb with pink tinged flowers in long axillary spikes. Weed of fields. 


Psilotrichum sericeum (Koen.) Dalz. & Gibson 

Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Annual herb, with erect to ascending stems. Stems striate. Flowers in open panicles. Tepals prominently 
3-nerved. 
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Pupalia lappacea (L.) Juss. 
var. velutina (Moq.) Hook.f. 


N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-304 (BSB,ON); Ghazanfar 463 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Maconochie 3019 
(E?,ON); Miller 2290 (E,ON). 

Perennial herb. Inflorescence spinous. Flowers modified. Flower clusters falling entire, often sticking to 
clothing, etc. 

Jibbali: mesog. 


Anacardiaceae 


Mangtfera indica L. 
Cultivated. Mango. 
Arabic: amba. 


Lannea malifolia (Chiov.) Sacl. 

Dhofar: Miller 7061 (E). 

Tree with a greyish-white bark. Leaves 3-5-foliate. Flowers bisexual. Fruit with 3-4 rounded projections 
towards the apical end, glabrous. In the escarpment woodlands. 

Jibbali: enbor. 


Lannea triphylla (A.Rich.) Engl. 

Dhofar: Vesey-Fitzgerald 12736 (BM). 

Very similar to L. malifolia, but with stellately tomentose fruits and calyx. 
Jibbali: enbor. 


Pistacia falcata Beccari ex Mart. 

Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Dioecious shrub with imparipinnate leaves; leaflets curved, 5-9, with long acuminate tips. Petals and sepals 
absent. Fruit 1-seeded, red when ripe. In the escarpment mountains. Not common. (See Miller & Morris, 
1988). 

Jibbali: selat. 


Rhus auchen Boiss. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6720 (BM,ON); Ash 210 (E,ON); Maconochie s.n. (ON); Aucher-Eloy 4324 (Holotype 
P). 

Common scrambling shrub in the foothills of the Hajar mountains. Leaves lobed. Endemic to Oman. 
Arabic: qgataf. 


Rhus retinorrhoea Steud. 
Dhofar: Miller 6315 (E,ON). 
Tree, up to 2 m. Flowers cream. Recorded from Jabal Semhan. 


Rhus somalense Engl. 

Dhofar: Miller 7043 (E,ON); Maconochie 3595, 3645 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12512 (BM,ON); Radcliffe- 
Smith 5331 (K,ON). 

Dioecious tree or large shrub. Leaves greenish-yellow, trifoliate with the terminal leaflet larger than the 
laterals. Flowers in terminal panicles. Fruit fleshy, globose, red when ripe. Occurs on the escarpment 
mountains, 

Jibbali: zerfit. 


Rhus sp. nov. 
Dhofar: Gallagher & Hughes 7895/2 (E,ON). 


Apocynaceae 


Adenium obesum (Forsskal) Roem. & Schult. 

Dhofar: Ash 168 (ON); Maconochie 2903 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1642 (Herb. SQU & Cult. Hortus SQU). 
Erect shrub, but stems often reclining, grey-green, swollen at the base. Flowers pink, conspicuous, appearing 
before the leaves. Common on the foothills and slopes of the escarpment mountains. 

Dhofari Arabic: aden, addaejn. 


Carissa edulis (Forsskal) Vahl 

Dhofar: Miller 7075 (ON,E). 

Spiny shrub with white fragrant flowers, arranged in dense racemes. Recorded from Jabal Semhan. 
Arabic: antur, arm; Jibbali: folk. 


Nerium oleander L. 

(Syn. Nerium mascatense DC.) 

N. Oman: Maconochie 2819 (BM,E,ON); Ghazanfar & Evangelista s.n. (Herb. SQU). 

One of the most common evergreen large shrubs of the northern foothills. Leaves lanceolate. Flowers pink 
or white. Occurs in wadis beside water courses and pools. Also cultivated. 

Arabic: haban. 


Rhazya stricta Decne. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3443 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 666 (Herb. SQU); C. Oman: Maconochie 3474 (E?,ON); 
Stanley-Price 23 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Named after the 11th century Arab physician, Razi (Razy). A common hardy shrub found throughout 
northern and central Oman. Forms an important component of the northern foothill and wadi vegetation 
with Acacia tortilis and Fagonia indica. Leaves are used in herbal medicines. Capsules erect. 

Arabic: harmal; Harsusi: athafeer. 


Catharanthus roseus (L.) G. Don 
Cultivated. 


Thevetia peruviana (Pers.) Schum. 
Cultivated. 


Aristolochiaceae 


Anstolochia bracteolata Lam. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6187 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 1248 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Miller 2410 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 
1604 (Herb. SQU). 

Climbing perennial with cordate leaves and dark-purple tubular flowers, inflated at the base. Flowers 
unpleasant to smell. 

Arabic: ghaghae. 


Asclepiadaceae 


Calotropis procera (Ait.) Ait. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6284 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 431 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Mandaville 7275 (BM); 
Wahiba Sands: Cope 2 (K,ON); Dhofar: Maconochie 3158 (K,ON). 

A common grey-green shrub, with large opposite leaves. Leaves covered with a white down. Flowers purple, 
in umbellate heads. Often found near habitation. 

Arabic: ashkhar, Jibbali: asur, usereh, ateb, uteb. 
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Key to the species of Caralluma 


1 Flower solitary; corolla yellow C. quadrangula 
1 Flowers arranged in umbels 
2 Umbels subapical, corolla greenish C. penicillata 
2 Umbels apical 
3. Corolla yellow (rarely white) C. flava 
3 Corolla red 
4 Outer corona lobes pubescent C. adenensis 
4 Outer corona lobes not pubescent 
5 Stems erect. Corolla ciliate or not C. aucheriana 
5 Stems decumbent. Corolla ciliate (in our specimens) C. hexagona 


Caralluma adenensis (Defl.) Berger 

(Syn.: C. rauhit Lavranos) 

Dhofar: Jonkers 85 (ON, photo), 174 (ON, spirit). 

A large caralluma with umbellate, red flowers. Corolla up to 4 cm diameter. Unpleasant to smell. 


Caralluma aucheriana (Decne.) N.E. Br. 

(Syn.: Boucerosia aucheriana Decne.) 

(Holotype, PMR Aucher-Eloy 1128, P). 

N. Oman: Mandaville 3464 (BM); Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU); Jonkers 2, 3, 6, 23, 28, 31, 34, 42, 47, 
48, (ON, spirit, photo), 5, 22 (ON, spirit); Radcliffe-Smith 4009 (K,ON); Musandam, Mandaville 7254 (BM). 
Species with purplish-grey stems and dark red, umbellate flowers. Corolla lobes cilate or not ciliate at the 
tips. Carrion like-smell, unpleasant. 

This species was originally collected by Aucher-Eloy as Stapelia?. Decaisne used Aucher’s collection from 
*Imamatum Mascate’ as type for Boucerosia aucheriana (in DC., Prodr. 8: 649, 1844). He did not describe 
the flower or the flower colour. However, Boissier in his Flora Orientalis (1879) described the species as 
having yellow flowers, and cited no specimen other than Aucher’s collection. Boissier’s account was 
uncritically copied by White & Sloane (1937). Aucher’s material at P consists of two groups of branches 
without flowers. The flowers were evidently arranged in terminal umbels, and the tightly clustering branches 
suggest the Caralluma species which occurs on Jabal Akhdar. (N.E. Brown described C. arabica in 1895 
(Kew Bull. 1895: 318) with dark purple flowers and linear-filiform outer corona lobes, using a plant from 
Hadramaut as its type. I have not seen any material of this species; it may be probable that these two are 
conspecific.) 

Arabic: dij. 


Caralluma flava N.E. Br. 

N. Oman: Jonkers 45, 107, 114 (ON, spirit, photo), 75, 111 (ON, spirit); Munton 22 (K); C. Oman: Jonkers 
32 (ON, photo); Dhofar: Jonkers 68, 154, 184, 191 (ON, spirit, photo), 69 (ON, spirit), Jonkers 54 (ON, spirit, 
photo; Herb. SQU, spirit). 

Flowers 20-100 in apical umbellate inflorescence. Corolla deep yellow, sometimes white (coastal Dhofar), 
1-3.5 cm in diameter. Flowers with a sweet rancid smell. Buds and flowers edible. 

Arabic: dhag’a; Dhofari Arabic: durra el kebeh; Jibbali: zoja, izdot (flowers, Jibbali: tegbaneh). 


Caralluma hexagona Lavranos 
Dhofar: Miller 6213 (E). 


Flowers red, in umbels, apical on the stems. In cracks and crevices. The above material is collected from 
Jabal Samhan. 


Caralluma penicillata (Defl.) N.E. Br. 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar s.n. (Herb. SQU; spirit ex Cult. Hortus SQU); Jonkers 116, 201 (ON, spirit), 117, 202 
(ON, photo); Lawton 2441 (BM,K). 

Only recorded from the Jabal Akhdar range, above 1800 m. Flowers in subapical umbels, greenish, cilia 


purple. The species is believed to hybridize with C. aucheriana (N. Oman: Jonkers 118, ON, spirit, photo). 
Arabic: dij. 
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Caralluma quadrangula (Forsskal) N.E. Br. 

Dhofar: Jonkers 62 (ON, spirit ex Cult. Hortus SQU). 

The only species with solitary, subapical, yellow flowers. Sweet scented. 
Dhofari Arabic: sereyon; Jibbali: zoja serayn. 


Ceropegia bulbosa Roxb. 

Dhofar: Miller 7529 (E,ON), 2549, 6270, 7218 (E); Mandaville 6935 (BM); Radcliffe-Smith 5285 (K); Vesey- 
Fitzgerald 1244/2 (BM). 

Climbing perennial with the stems arising annually from a tuber. Flowers tubular, inflated at the base, lobed 
above, the lobes erect and cohering together. Follicles long cylindric, paired. In the escarpment woodlands, 
flowering during the rains. 

Jibbali: rob, robit, rot. 


Cibirhiza dhofarensis Bruyns 

Dhofar: Jonkers 70 (ON, spirit, photo); Miller 2381, 2439, 7179 (E), 7504 (E,ON), 7592 (K,ON); Miller 7525 
(Holotype E; Isotypes K,ON,KWT,OXF,UPS). 

Trailing perennial. Stems arising from a tuber. Flowers green, purple spotted, in compact axillary clusters. 
Follicles unpaired. Found in rocky, damp locations in the escarpment woodlands. 

Endemic to Dhofar. 

Jibbali: sifot, sufiyit, sifod, esofi. 


Cynanchum gerrardii (Harvey) Liede 

(Syn.: C. tetrapterum auct.: R.A. Dyer ex Bullock) 

Dhofar: Miller 771 (E,ON). 

Leafless twiner with articulated, pencil-like stems. Flowers yellow, in axillary clusters. Found closely 
associated with and climbing over Euphorbia balsamifera (See Miller & Morris, 1988). 


Echidnopsis scutellata (Defl.) A. Berger 
subsp. dhofarensis Bruyns 
(Syn.: E. planiflora Bally; sensu Miller & Morris, Pl. Dhofar 56 (1988). 
Dhofar: McLeish 83/52, 85/19, 85/52 (E); Miller 2811 (Holotype E). 
Small perennial with succulent procumbent to ascending stems, covered with rounded tubercles. Flowers 
sessile, yellow, rarely with a red centre. In the mountains and coastal plain of Dhofar. 
Jibbali: dugebos, degubsi. 


Glossonema varians (Stocks) Hook.f. 

(Syn.: Glossonema edule N.E. Br.) 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-434 (BSB,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 4226 (K,ON); Ghazanfar 1840 (Herb. SQU); 
C. Oman: Tear 403 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 7150 (E,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1536 (Herb. 
SQU). 

Annual herb. Leaves pubescent, grey-green with somewhat undulate margins. Flowers in axillary clusters. 
Corolla yellow or pinkish, corona white. Follicles covered with conical spines. In sandy and gravelly 
depressions. 

Arabic: itr, Jibbali: fekelaw, gamradeh; fruit harzim, harzut; Harsusi: gumerayt; gumeraitch. 


Gomphocarpus fruticosus (L.) R. Br. 

Dhofar: McLeish 649 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1045 (Herb. SQU). 

Erect herb, distinct in its green, softly spiny, conical fruit (follicle). Flowers umbellate on pendulous 
peduncles. 

Jibbali: isenu etirin. 


Leptadenia pyrotechnica (Forsskal) Decne. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3206 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 7629 (K,ON); Ghazanfar 1560 (Herb. SQU); Wahiba 
Sands: Cope 10 (K,ON); C. Oman: Tear 338 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 7629 (E,ON). 
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Common woody, usually leafless shrub of sandy and gravelly deserts. Flowers small, yellow. Follicles 
slender. Seeds, as in the other asclepiads, plumose. 
Arabic: moorakh; Harsusi: markh. 


Pachycymbium luntii (N.E. Br.) Gilbert 

(Syn.: Caralluma luntii N.E. Br.) 

Dhofar: Jonkers 66, 67 (ON; spirit, photo; Cult. Hortus SQU). 

Stems ascending, 4-angled, with soft conical teeth on the angles. Flowers not scented. In the mountains 
associated with and growing under Euphorbia balsamifera shrubs. 

Dhofari Arabic: ra wiyon; Jibbali: er awiyan. 


Pentatropis nivalis (J.F. Gmel.) Field & Wood 

(Syn.: P. spiralis auctt.) 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6214 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 439 (Herb. SQU); C. Oman: Miller 6564 (E,ON); Stanley- 
Price 116 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 6564 (E,ON); McLeish 231 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 4223 
(K,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1382 (Herb. SQU). 

Common climber, often seen on Prosopis cineraria or Acacia spp. Leaves variable in shape; in wet saline 
locations the leaves tend to be fleshy. Follicles smooth, with a long acuminate tip. 

Arabic: schuntob; Jibbali: skelwan, skelfan. 


Pergularia daemia (Forsskal) Chiov. 

Dhofar: Gallagher 6985/1 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1622 (Herb. SQU). 

Climber with smooth or echinate, divaricate follicles, rusty hairy. Leaves green. 
Jibbali: geygeh. 


Pergulana tomentosa L. 

N. Oman: Allison 08 (ON); Edmondson 3441 (E,ON); Musandan, Mandaville 7248 (BM); C. Oman: Spalton 
449 (Herb. YAL); Dhofar : Maconochie 2983 (K,E,ON); Masirah Island: Radcliffe-Smith 3604 (K,ON). 
Twiner with conical follicles covered with soft spines. Leaves densely white hairy, appearing grey-green. 
Arabic: ghalagah, shajarat al julud; Jibbali: erem, eyrem; Harsusi: warem. 


Penploca aphylla Decne. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6278 (BM,ON); Musandam, Mandaville 7232 (BM); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 241 (ON, 
Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 6202, 6636 (E,ON). 

Usually leafless woody perennial. Stems green, somewhat rigid. Corolla deep purple, white hairy within. 
Common in the northern foothills and drier areas of Dhofar. 

Arabic: handabub; Jibbali: orem; Harsusi: halbeleeb. 


Periploca visciformis (Vatke) K. Schum. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-301 (BSB,ON); Jonkers 109 (ON, spirit, photo); Miller 6636 (E,ON); Ash 
100 (E,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 312, 812, 396 (E,ON); Miller 6311, 1770 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12810/7 
(BM,ON). 

Differs from the previous species in its more slender stems and yellow or yellow and red (Dhofar) corolla 
lacking the white hairs. Corolla lobes sticky to touch. 

Arabic: handabub; Jibbali: ersit, ertit. 


Raphionacme arabica A. Miller & J. Biagi 

Dhofar: Miller 7214 (E); Morris 588 (E); McLeish 480 (Holotype E; Isotype ON). 

Erect herb, flowering just before the first rains. The rootstock is swollen and fleshy. The whole plant is 
edible. 


Endemic to Dhofar. (See Miller & Morris, 1988). 
Jibbali: stah, sutah, sedah. 
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Rhytidocaulon fulleri Lavranos & Mortimer 
Dhofar: Fuller in Lavranos & Mortimer 7133 (Holotype PRE). 


Prostrate perennial. Stems succulent, 4-angled, brown rugose-papillose. Leaves small, caducous. Flowers 
greenish white with purple. Not common. Collected from Raysut and north of Rakhyut in Dhofar. 
Endemic to Dhofar. 

Jibbali: degubsi, rayan. 


Sarcostemma viminale (L.) R.Br. 

(Syn.: Cynanchum tetrapterum (Turcz.) Bullock) 

Dhofar: Maconochie 3608 (E?,ON). 

Leafless, weak stemmed perennial. Stems fleshy, articulated. Flowers in umbellate, terminal cymes. The 
above cited specimen is the only record at ON. It does not show any flowers. 

Jibbali: bidol, bidor. 


Balsaminaceae 


Impatiens balsamina L. 

Dhofar: Miller 2355, 7742 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5085 (K,ON); Ash 117 (E,ON). 

Annual herb. Stems erect, with pink to purple flowers, distinct in having a spur in the lower sepal. Found 
in the escarpment woodlands. Common. 

Jibbali: sefer, zefeyr. 


Berberidaceae 


Berbers sp. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7980/2 (E,ON); Clarke 0051 (E,ON); Whitcombe 246 (E?,ON). 

Spiny shrub with spines in threes. Stems reddish. Flowers pale-yellow. Collected from Jabal Shams in the 
Jabal Akhdar range (northern mountains), growing at c. 2500 m. Not common. 


Bignoniaceae 


Tecomella undulata (Roxb.) Seeman 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3194 (E,ON); Gallagher 8038 (E,ON); Mandaville 6290 (K,ON); Ghazanfar s.n. (Herb. 
SQU, photo). 

Tree, up to 10 m, conspicuous in flower with its orange-yellow flower clusters. Occurs in the foothills of the 
Jabal Akhdar range. Probably introduced, now naturalized. The tree does not set seed in Oman. Often 
cultivated. 

Arabic: ferfer. 


Spathodea campanulata P. Beauv. 
Cultivated. 


Tecoma stans (L.) Juss. ex H.B.K. 
Cultivated. 


Bombacaceae 


Adansonia digitata L. 

Dhofar: Miller 7137 (E,ON); Maconochie 3523 (E?,ON); Davis s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU). 

Large tree with a grey-black conical trunk. Found in Wadi Hinna and Dhalqut on Jabal Qara. Reportedly 
only 90 trees are present. It is suggested that the species is introduced from Africa where it is abundant. 
The pendulous flowers are bat-pollinated. 


Boraginaceae 


Asperugo procumbens L. 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1820 (Herb. SQU,ON). 

Hispid annual with straggling stems, up to 2 m. Leaves paired at the branches. Flowers blue. Calyx in fruit 
becoming folded and enveloping the fruit. Collected from a single locality (Wakkan, c. 1300 m) where it was 
commonn among stones and rocks and at the edges of cultivation. 


Amebia hispidissima (Lehm.) DC. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-100 (BSB,ON); Cope 171 (K,ON); Musandam, Ash 292 (E,ON); Wahiba 
Sands: Gallagher 7775/6 (E,ON); C. Oman: Tear 42 (E,ON); Stanley-Price 86 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: 
Miller & Nyberg 9120 (E,ON). 

A very common annual coming up after the rains. Flowers yellow. Leaves and stems bristly white-hairy. 
Arabic: habrak; Harsusi: affiney, hafenni. 


Cordia gharaf (Forsskal) Ehrenb. ex Asch. 
(Syn.: C. sinensis Lam.) 

Dhofar: Morris 190 (E,ON); Lawton 2538 (ON). 
Cultivated? 


Cordia monoica Roxb. 

(Syn.: C. ovalis Hochst. ex DC.) 

Dhofar: Miller 7237 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9172 (E,ON). 

A small tree, to 5 m with hirsute, broadly ovate leaves. Flowers white, in terminal cymes. Calyx persistent 


and cup-shaped in fruit. Fruit globose, orange when ripe. Occurs in the drier areas. 
Jibbali: sebxid. 


Cordia myxa L. 
Cultivated. Fruit edible. 
Arabic: kao, gao. 


Cordia perrottetii Wight 

C. Oman: Maconochie 3416 (E,ON); Stanley-Price 16 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 7638 (E,ON); 
Ghazanfar 1636 (Herb. SQU). 

Small tree with spreading branches. Leaves ovate with obtuse apices, margin sinuate. Drupe orange when 
ripe. Occurs in the Hugf region in the central limestone plateau, but more commonly in Dhofar. 

Arabic: abalt; Jibbali: ubteh, soxid, soxir, Harsusi: abateet. 


Cordia quercifolia Klotzsch 
(Syn.: C. nervillii Alston) 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9009 (E,ON). 


Cordia sp. nov. 


Dhofar: Morris 536 (E,ON); Miller 6339 (E,K,UPS,ON). 
(See Miller & Morris, 1988). 


See I.M. Johnston in J. Arn. Arb. 38: 255-293 (1957) for Echiochilon and related genera. 


Echiochilon jugatum 1.M. Johnston 


N. Oman: Ghazanfar 523 (Herb. SQU); Wahiba Sands: Cope 42, (K,ON); Gallagher 7679/5 (E,ON); Munton 
22/2 (ON); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 350 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Gallagher & Hughes 7895/18 (E,ON); 
Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1549 (Herb. SQU,ON). 

Glaucous low shrub with fleshy leaves. Occurs in sandy locations. 

Harsusi: halmeet. 
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Echiochilon kotschyi (Boiss. & Hohen.) I.M. Johnston 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Echiochilon strigosum (Defl.) ILM. Johnston 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 4015 (?K). 
Densely branched shrub with whitish-grey stems. 


Echiochilon thesigeri 1.M. Johnston 
N. Oman: Thesiger s.n. (Holotype BM); Radcliffe-Smith 4015 (K,ON); Collenette 7972 (E,ON). 
Hispid annual. Flowers white. 


Echiochilon sp. nov. 

N. Oman: Collenette 7975 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1833 (Herb. SQU). 

Small shrub, up to 40 cm. Stems hispid and glandular. Leaves narrow lanceolate. Flowers blue, with a 
white centre (10 x 5 mm). 


Ehretia obtusifoia Hochst. ex DC. 
N. Oman: Miller 6644 (E); Dhofar: Maconochie 3183 (E,ON); McLeish 655 (E,ON). 
Small tree. Flowers pinkish. Berries orange, calyx not forming a cup-shaped structure. 


Gastrocotyle hispida (Forsskal) C.B. Clarke 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3054 (E,ON). 
Hispid annual. Flowers tubular. Fruit 4-segmented. Found in irrigated localities. 


I have not attempted to construct a key for Heliotropium, as the genus is currently under revision. 
Characters given under each species will, hopefully, help to identify the species. 


Heliotropium azzanum O. Schwartz 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
I have not seen any material of this species. 


Heliotropium bacciferum Forsskal 

N. Oman: Miller & Whitcombe 2011 (E,ON); Edmondson 3504 (E,ON); Camell s.n. (Herb. SQU); 
Musandam, Cornelius 71/3 (ON). 

Perennial shrub, up to 30 cm, woody at the base, forming clumps. Stems ascending to erect. Leaves dark 
green, white hispid. Found in sandy desert habitats and on stabilized low coastal dunes. 

Arabic: hahhfa. 


Heliotropium calcareum Stocks 

N. Oman: Cope 176 (K,ON); Mandaville 6657 (BM,ON); Musandam, Braund 9 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley- 
Price 71 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Gallagher 6984 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9412 (E,ON); Miller 6436 
(E,ON). 

Perennial herb with a woody base. Leaves grey-green, nerves depressed. Flowers in an elongated, one sided 
spike. In gravelly areas in the foothills. 

Arabic: khashafah; Harsusi: khashfeet. 


Heliotropium europaeum L. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7011/1 (E,ON); Whitcombe 453 (ON). 

Perennial with a woody base, pubescent. Inflorescence up to 5 cm. Smell unpleasant. Not common. 
Arabic: shajarat al busha; Jibbali: mesdizot. 


Heliotropium fartakense O. Schwartz 

Dhofar: Miller 6106 (E,ON); Miller 2347, 2144 (E,ON); Ash 188 (E,ON); Gallagher & Hughes 7895/4 
(E?,ON). 

Annual or perennial, forming large clumps, hispid. Leaves somewhat fleshy, with undulate margins. 
Inflorescence up to 10 mm. Widespread. Placed by Kazmi as a variety of H. bacciferum (J. Arn. Arb.) to 
which it resembles and difficult to tell apart. 
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Heliotropium kotschyi (Ledeb.) Guerke 

N. Oman: Miller 6020 (E,ON); Musandam, Mandaville (BM,ON); Wahiba sands: Cope 5 (K,ON); C. Oman: 
Tear 341 (ON, herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 2327 (E,ON); Masirah Island: Gallagher 6972/11 (E,ON); 
Halaniyat Islands: A/-Lamki 008 (ON). 

Perennial shrub, forming clumps. Stems erect to ascending. Leaves blackish-green. Flowers white. A 
common species in the gravel and sandy dune desert, accumulating sand and forming mounds. Very similar 
and difficult to distinguish from H. bacciferum; treated as a synonym of H. bacciferum by Mandaville, 1990. 
Arabic: numrarm; Harsusi: hobek. 


Heliotropium longiflorum (Hochst. ex A. DC.) Jaub. & Spach 

Dhofar: Miller 2145, 2299 (E,ON); Allison 43 (E?,ON); McLeish 831, 810 (E,ON). 

Annual or perennial herb with erect to ascending stems. Distinct in its forked inflorescence, each fork up 
to 20 cm long. Weed of cultivated or disturbed places. 

Jibbali: habg, hebeg, hebelim. 


Heliotropium ophioglossum Boiss. 

Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9175 (E,ON). 

Perennial herb, woody at the base. Stems and leaves white strigose. Collected from Jabal Semhan at 
1350 m. 


Heliotropium ovalifolium Forsskal 
Dhofar: Miller 7182, 2555 (E,ON). 
Prostrate perennial. Leaves grey-green, with adpressed hairs. Spike up to 8 cm. In gravelly wadi beds. 


Heliotropium rariflorum Stocks 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3367 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2144 (E,ON). 
Prostrate to ascending woody perennial. Leaves linear to narrow elliptic. In gravelly and rocky places. 


Heliotropium strigosum (Forsskal) Willd. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7975 (E,ON). 


Perennial, often forming diffuse low bushes. Leaves linear to linear lanceolate. Flowers not crowded on the 
spike. A single collection from Jabal Akhdar. 


Heliotropium indet. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 2963 (ON); Stanley-Price 262 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: McLeish 478, 448 (E,ON); 
Whitcombe 513 (E?,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9179 (E,ON); Maconochie 3516 (ON). 


Lappula spinocarpos (Forsskal) Aschers. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3373 (E?,ON); Musandam, Braund 130 (E,ON). 
Small annual with branched stems, appressed hairy. Flowers blue. Occurs in sandy and gravelly soils. 


Nogalia drepanophylla (Baker) Verdc. 

(Syn.: Heliotropium drepanophyllum Baker) 

Dhofar: McLeish 115 (E,ON); Miller 6170 (E,ON). 

Clump forming perennial with fleshy leaves. Leaves oblanceolate, crowded on the stems. Spikes one-sided. 
In dry, rocky areas. 

Jibbali: sefiket, sefek. 


Ogastemma pusillum Brummitt 

(Syn.: Megastoma pusillum Coss. & Dur. ex Bonn. & Barr.) 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3321 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1788 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Small annual in mountain wadis. Stems densely setose and bristly. 


Paracaryum caelestinum (Lindl.) Benth. & Hook. f. 
Dhofar: Miller 7202, 7509 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9131 (E,ON). 
Perennial herb. Flowers white with a pale purple centre. Nutlets distinct in being white echinate. 


28 


Paracaryum cf. intermedium (Fresen.) Lipsky 
N. Oman: Collenette 7991 (E,ON). 


Rochelia disperma (L. fil.) C. Koch 
N. Oman: Collenette 8030 (E,ON). 
Small annual herb with divaricate branches. Basal leaves obovate, cauline leaves linear. Flowers blue. 
Whole plant pubescent, grey-green. 


Trichodesma africanum (L.) Lehm. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3457 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 822 (Herb. SQU, ON); Musandam, Mandaville 7334 
(BM,ON); Dhofar: Miller 6382 (E,ON); Whitcombe 512 (ON). 

Erect perennial. Leaves and stems covered with white prickles. Flowers pink-white. In gravelly places. 
Arabic: tamarit. 


Trichodesma ehrenbergii Schweinf. ex Boiss. 

(Syn.: T. africanum var. ehrenbergii (Schweinf.) Post) 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3256 (E,ON). 

Erect perennial or ?annual. Very similar to T. africanum, but with smaller flowers. Perhaps best retained 
as a variety of T. africanum. 


Trichodesma hildebrandtii Guerke 

(Syn.: 7. cardiosepalum Oliv.) 

Dhofar: Ash 136 (E,ON); Maconochie 3000, 3566 (E?,ON); Miller 2321 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9142 
(E,ON); Maconochie 3000 (E,ON); Bent 115 (Holotype K). 

Small shrub, white hispid. Flowers white, nodding. Calyx lobes up to 2 cm, cordate at the base. Stamens 
attached to corolla tube, the anthers exserted and twisted beyond the corolla. Fruit enclosed in the calyx. 
In drier areas and on the summit of the escarpment mountains. 

Jibbali: xisxis, xesubxes. 


Trichodesma stockstt Boiss. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3475 (E,ON). 

Woody based, low shrub. Stems and leaves grey-green, scabrid. Calyx lobes acute. Flowers white. The 
above collection is from Jabal Akhdar at c. 900 m. 

Occurs on the lower slopes of the northern mountains, amongst rocks and stones. 


Trichodesma sp. nov. aff. boissieri 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Burseraceae 


Boswellia sacra Fleuckiger 

Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5355 (K,ON); Miller 2246 (E,ON); Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU). 

The frankinscence tree is a small tree with a papery, peeling bark and excuding resin. Leaves pinnate, 
leaflets with undulate margins. Occurs in the dry areas of Dhofar. 

Arabic: laban; Jibbali: megerot. 


Species of Commiphora in Oman are small trees or low shrubs, usually with intricate branches. Stems 
usually thick with a peeling bark, aromatic when crushed and exuding resin. For an account of Commiphora 
species, see Miller & Morris, 1988, pp. 82-86. 


Commiphora foliacea Sprague 
Dhofar: Miller 7192 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5398 (K,ON); Maconochie 3554 (E?,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 
12746 (BM,ON). 
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Low shrub, stems unarmed, intricately branched. Leaves trifoliate. 
Jibbali: akebet, akebot, akebobeh, medigeh. 


Commiphora habessinica (O. Berg) Eng]. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3444 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7148A, 7614, 2148 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5413, 5158, 
5232 (K,ON). 

An intricately branched, spiny shrub, aromatic. Leaves in fascicles, on short shoots, margin crenate-dentate. 
Jibbali: okor. 


Commiphora gileadensis (L.) C. Christ. 
Dhofar: McLeish 882 (E,ON). 


Tree or shrub, not spiny. Leaves in fascicles, pinnate, margin entire, densely hairy. 
Jibbali: skof, sukof. 


Commiphora myrrha (Nees) Engl. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3184 (E,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-418 (BSB,ON). 

Intricately branched shrub, branches ending in spines. Occurs in the northern foothills. 
Arabic: myrth. 


Commiphora wightii (Arn.) Bhandari 

(Syn.: C. mukul Engl.) 

N. Oman: Miller 6004 (E,ON); Ash 191 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9541 (E,ON). 
Prostrate to low, spiny shrub with a white bark. 

Jibbali: akertt. 


Commiphora indet. 

N. Oman: Miller 3465, 2351, 2431, 2309, 2373, 2348 (E,ON); Maconochie 3465, 3574, 3555 (ON); Gallagher 
7006 (E,ON). 

The indetermined material is without leaves, flowers or fruit, making it almost impossible to identify. 


Cactaceae 


Opuntia sp. 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SOU). 

I have collected it only from Wadi Bani Kharus, in the Jabal Akhdar range, where it was growing by the edge 
of a village. Introduced and not naturalised. Often cultivated. 


Caesalpiniaceae 


Caesalpinia bonduc (L.) Roxb. 

Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 3970 (K,ON); McLeish 122 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9557 (E,ON). 

Scrambling shrub with the stem and rachis covered with recurved prickles. Flowers yellow, in racemes. Pods 
prickly. Occurs in the escarpment woodlands. I have collected a fasciated form from Wadi Shab near Tiwi 
(Ghazanfar 1245 Herb. SQU). 

Jibbali: kitir, kitayr. 


Cassia erianthera Chiov. 
Dhofar: Miller 7188 (E,ON). 


Scrabbling shrub. Flowers white. Occurs in the foothills of the escarpment mountains. 
Jibbali: kitir, kitayr. 


Many species of Cassia are cultivated for ornament in private gardens. The common ones are Cassia alata 
L., C. artemisioides Gaudich. ex DC., C. bicapsularis L., and C. glauca Lam. 


Delonix elata (L.) Gamble 
Dhofar: Miller 7042, 2352 (E,ON). 
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Tree, with bipinnate leaves and conspicuous white-yellow flowers. Occurs in the Dhofar mountains where 
it forms part of the woodland vegetation. 
Jibbali: erer, erir. 


Delonix regia (Hook.) Rafin. 
Cultivated. 


Parkinsonia aculeata L. 
Cultivated. 


For the revision of Cassieae see Irwin & Barneby (1981), and revision of the genus in the New World (Irwin 
& Barneby, 1982) where the genus Cassia is split into Cassia L. emend. Gaertner, Senna Miller, and 
Chamaecrista Moench. 


Key to the species Senna 


1 Pod less than 5 cm, flat, thin, papery 
2 Pod 25-40 mm pubescent, not longitudinally crested S. holosericea 
2 Pod 12-20 mm, glabrous with a prominent longitudinal crest in the middle of the pod S. italica 
1 Pod more than 5 cm, subterete or subtetragonous, not papery 
3 Pod 10 cm or less. Leaf 14-20 cm long. Leaflets 4-12 pairs. Inflorescence of 4-10-flowered-corymbs 
S. sophera 
3 Pod more than 10 cm. Leaf 5-10 cm. Leaflets 3 pairs. Inflorescence of 1-2 flowers 
4 Petals 12-15 mm. Ovary glabrous. Gland present between the lowest petiolules S. obtusifolia 
4 Petals 8-10 mm. Ovary densely hairy. Glands present between the 2 lower pairs of petiolules. Foetid 
smelling annual S. tora 


Senna holosericea (Fresen.) Greuter 

(Syn.: Cassia holosericea Fresen.) 

N. Oman: Ash 82 (E,ON); Al-Kindy s.n. (Herb. SQU,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 74 (ON, Herb. YAL); 
Dhofar: Miller 2447 (E,ON); Masirah Island: Radcliffe-Smith 3603 (K,ON); Ghazanfar 1377 (Herb. SQU); 
Halaniyat Islands: Miller 6343 (E,ON). 

Arabic: ishriq; kharkhash; Jibbali: asrikeh, asrikel. 


Senna italica Miller 

(Syn.: Cassia italica (Miller) Sprengl) 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6144 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 945 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Ash 288 (E,ON); Wahiba 
Sands: Cope 50 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7622 b (E,ON). 

Throughout Oman, in sandy and gravelly habitats. Entire plant is used medicinally. 

Arabic: ishriq; kharkhash. 


Senna obtusifolia (L.) Irwin & Barneby 

(Syn.: Cassia obtusifolia L.) 

Dhofar: Maconochie 3012 (ON); Whitcombe 932 (ON). 
Collected from the coastal plain. 

Arabic: fasool al dhoa’a. 


Senna sophera (L.) Roxb. 

(Syn.: Cassia sophera L.) 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6202 (BM,ON); Whitcombe 438 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9556 (E,ON). 
In gravelly and stony places and wadis. 


Senna tora (L.) Roxb. 

(Syn.: Cassia tora L.) 

Dhofar: Ash 132 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9262 (E,ON). 
In wadis. Pods used medicinally. Often cultivated. 
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Campanulaceae 


akhdarensis Miller & Whitcombe 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6395 (BM); Miller & Whitcombe 2788 (E); Whitcombe 379 (Holotype E). 


Herb, woody at the base. Stems laxly caespitose. Flowers blue, nodding in fruit. Grows in rock crevices 
above 1000 m. Endemic to northern Oman. 


Campanula erinus L. 
N. Oman: Collenette 7990 (E,ON). 


Slender, erect branched annual, sparsely hairy. Leaves subdentate. Flowers pale blue, c. 3 mm wide, on 
short pedicels. Amongst rocks. 


Campanula sp. nov. 
N. Oman: Collenette 7989 (E,ON). 


Erect annual, up to 13 cm. Leaves dentate. Flowers sky-blue, c. 9 mm wide. Collected from the eastern 


Hajar mountain range at c. 260 m, growing in rock crevices. The specimen comes closest to C. akhdarensis, 
but has a more erect habit and grows at a lower altitude. 


Lobelia heyeana Roem & Schultes 
Dhofar: Miller 6360 (E,ON); Ash 161 (E,ON). 
Erect annual with blue or reddish flowers. Occurs in grassland, comin up after the rains. 


Wahlenbergia fleauosa (Hook.f. & Thoms.) Thulin 
Dhofar: Miller 7542, 6295 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9133 (E,ON). 
Erect annual with yellow flowers. 


Capparaceae 


Boscia arabica Pestalozzi 

Dhofar: Miller 6210 (E,ON). 

Small evergreen tree. Leaves spirally arranged, usually in fascicles. Flowers greenish, in axillary racemes. 
The above collection is from the base of Jabal Semhan. 

Jibbali: sir. 


Cadaba baccarinii Chiov. 
Dhofar: Maconochie 2938 (E,ON); Miller 7770 (E,ON). 


Small dense shrub with farinose branches. Leaves grey-green. Flowers yellow. Ovary on a long gynophore. 
Fruit glandular. Grows on the upper stony coastal plains. 
Jibbali: surhah, sirmar. 


Cadaba farinosa Forsskal 

C. Oman: Miller 6535 (E,ON); Stanley-Price 113 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Lawton 2508 (ON); McLeish 
251 (E,ON). 

Shrub with slender farinose branches. Fruit farinose. Seeds with an orange aril. Very similar to C. 


baccarinii but with smaller leaves. Often found in the same habitats. Also recorded from northern Oman. 
Jibbali: surhah, sirmar, Harsusi: lozaf. 


Cadaba heterotricha Stocks ex Hook. 


Dhofar: Miller 7010 (E,ON); McLeish 534 (ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 1946 (BM,ON). 
Small tree with glandular, orbicular leaves and white flowers. Not common. 


Cappans cartilaginea Decne. 
N. Oman: Miller 6008 (E,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2014 (E); Musandam, Mandaville 7131 (BM); C. Oman: 


Stanley-Price 64 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: McLeish 328 (E,ON); Halaniyat Islands: Gallagher 6602/18 
(E,ON). 
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Spiny straggling shrub, hanging from cliffs. Leaves fleshy, broadly ovate, with an apical hooked spine. Fruit 
obovate, c. 6 cm, bright red, fleshy, often the ripe fruit full of maggots. Sweet smelling. 
Arabic: lezaf; Jibbali: ewsof; Harsusi: lezaf. 


Capparis decidua (Forsskal) Edgew. 

N. Oman: Whitcombe 540 (E). 

Spiny shrub. Stems leafless. Stipular spines straight or curved. Flowers red, in lateral corymbs. Sepals 
petaloid. Fruit 10-15 mm, deep red when ripe. Not common. 


Cappanis spinosa L. 

(incl. C. mucronifolia Boiss.) 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4045 (K,ON); Clarke 0038 (E,ON); Frey & Kuerschner (BSB,ON); Ash 73 (E,ON); 
Maconochie 3369 (ON); Miller 6003 (E,K); C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9497 (E,ON). 

Spiny scrambling shrub, hanging from cliffs. Leaves ovate to orbicular, not fleshy, spine-tipped. Flowers 
white with long exserted stamens. Fruit 10-50 mm. Common in the northern foothills. 

Harsusi: lezaf. 


Species of Cleome are annual herbs with alternate, simple or digitately compound leaves. Sepals and petals 
4. The capsule is elongated and dehisces by 2 valves. 


Key to the species of Cleome 


1 Leaves 5-foliolate C. gynandra 
1 Leaves 3- or 1-foliolate 
2 Leaves 3-foliolate 
3 Leaflets 10-20 mm, oblanceolate. Capsule up to 15 mm, glandular. Annual C. amblyocarpa 
3 Leaflets ovate to elliptic. Capsule 10-15 mm, glandular C. brachycarpa 
2 Leaves 1-foliolate 
4 Leaves glabrous, punctate-glandular 
5 Leaves broadly ovate to orbicular (20-40 mm). Capsule (35-45 mm) glabrous, with reticulate 
venation C. glaucescens 
5 Leaves ovate to elliptic (10-25 mm), 3-nerved. Capsule 35-50 mm C. rupicola 
4 Leaves hirsute and glandular 
6 Glands sessile, dark; the whole plant glandular. Leaves up to 20 mm, ovate-elliptic | C. arabica 
6 Glands stalked 
7 Capsule narrowly cylindrical, up to 1 mm in width (20-25 x 0.75-1.0 mm) glandular. Leaves 


1-nerved C. scaposa 

7 Capsule more than 1 mm in width 
8 Leaves (3-) 5-nerved. Capsule 25-40 mm C. quinquenervia 
8 Leaves 3-nerved, smaller than the last species. Capsule 15-18 mm C. drosenfolia 


C. aff. brachyadenia 


Cleome amblyocarpa Barrate & Murb. 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 361 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7800/1 (E,ON). 
In sandy habitats. 


Cleome arabica L. 

(Syn.: C. africana Botsch.) 

N. Oman: Ash 211 (E,ON). 

Erect annual herb, covered with dark glands. Flowers yellow, purple-brown veined. Occurs in wadi and wadi 
beds. 


Cleome aff. brachyadenia O. Schwartz 
Very similar to C. droserifolia but smaller in size. 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9421 (E,K,ON,KUH,KWT); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1381 (Herb. SQU). 


Cleome brachycarpa (Forsskal) Vahl ex DC. 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 295 (E,ON); Maconochie 3260 (K,ON); C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9496 (E,ON)); 
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Stanley-Price 128 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 7269 (E,ON); Maconochie 3509 (K,ON); Gallagher 6787 
(E,ON). 

Woody perennial. Capsule densely glandular. Occurs in rocky and sandy wadis and coastal areas. 
Jibbali: za’af; Harsusi: slhaaf. 


Cleome aff. dolichostyla Jafri 
C. Oman: Stanley-Price 228 (ON, Herb. YAL). Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9569 (E,ON). 
Leaves unifoliate, dictinctly 3-nerved. Stem with white patent hairs and glandular. 


Cleome aff. drepanocarpa O. Schwartz 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9112 (E,ON). 
Leaves unifoliate, 5-nerved. Capsule with prominent glands. 


Cleome droserifolia (Forsskal) Del. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4068 (K,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-348 (B,ON); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 486 
(ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: McLeish 552 (E,ON); Gallagher 6984 (E,ON); Miller 6383 (E,ON); Halaniyat 
Islands: Miller 6348 (E,ON). 

Low perennial herb. Leaves ovate to orbicular. Common in sandy and gravelly areas, in the foothills. 
Arabic: zayyan; Jibbali: zer’ot, zer’ayb; Harsusi: shlaaf, darboot. 


Cleome glaucescens DC. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3267 (E,ON); Mandaville 6222 (BM,ON). 
Arabic: muqaybil as shams. 


Cleome gynandra L. 

(Syn.: Gynandropsis gynandra (L.) Briq.) 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-480 (BSB,ON); Wahiba Sands: Radcliffe-Smith 3950 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 
2143, 6155 (E,ON); Maconochie 3164 (E,ON). 

Erect herb, glandular-hairy. Leaves S-foliolate. In disturbed places. 


Cleome aff. axypetala Boiss. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3203 (E,ON). 
The above collection is very similay to C. glaucescens. 


Cleome pruinosa T. Anders 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Cleome pruinosa x 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Cleome quinquenervia DC. 
N. Oman: Miller 471, 6665 (E,ON). 


Ascending annual, glandular. Occurs in gravelly beds, between rocks and crevices. 


Cleome rupicola Vicary 

(Syn.: C. stocksiana Boiss.) 

N. Oman: Ferrand 2 (E,ON); Sabit s.n. (ON); Gallagher 7811/6 (E,ON); Whitcombe 78 (ON). 
Glandular perennial. Basal leaves fleshy, forming a rosette. Occurs in wadi beds, in stones and gravel. 


Cleome scaposa DC. 

(Syn.: C. papillosa Steud.) 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3089, 2961 (K,ON); Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4140 (K). 
Annual or perennial herb. 


Cleome aff. socotrana Balf. f. 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9029 (E,ON). 
The above specimen looks similar to C. glaucescens, 
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Dhofaria macleishii A.G. Miller 

Dhofar: Miller 7019 (E,K,ON); McLeish 646 A (E,K,ON); McLeish 364 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9154 
(E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12458 (BM,ON); Miller 6330 (Holotype E; Isotypes K,ON,UPS,KWT). 

A new genus described by Miller in 1988. Virgate, dioecious shrub, with spine-tipped branches. Capsule 
with stiff glands. Endemic to Dhofar. 


Dipterygium glaucum Decne. 

N. Oman: McLeish 493 (E,ON); C. Oman: Maconochie 3410 (E,ON); Gallagher 6972 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: 
Cope 11 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

One of the most frequently occuring shrubs in northern Oman. A small leafless shrub with yellowish-green, 
somewhat rigid stems. Capsule muricate with small wings. Flowers subsessile, yellow. 

Arabic: alga; Harsusi: al khoowayt, al khooit. 


Maerua crassifolia Forsskal 

N. Oman: Miller 6371 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1863 (Herb. SQU); Wahiba Sands: Cope (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 
(Checklist, 1988). 

Small tree with sessile obovate leaves. Flowers white, stamens exserted, fragrant. Common in the foothills 
of the northern mountains. 

Arabic: sarh; Jibbali: eshayb, sir seheret. 


Maerua oblongifolia (Forsskal) Rich. 
Wahiba Sands: Lawton 2560, 2564 (ON). 
1st record for Oman. Cultivated? 


Caprifoliaceae 


Lonicera aucheri Jaub. & Spach 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6446 (BM,ON); Gallagher 7980/4 (E,ON); Whitcombe 410 (E); Fisher 78 (Herb. SQU). 
Aucher-Eloy 4640 (Holotype G, P). 

Woody shrub with spreading branches. Flowers yellow, fragrant. Occurs in the Jabal Akhdar range, above 
2200 m. Endemic to Oman. 

Arabic: kanum. 


Caricaceae 


Carica papaya L. 
Cultivated. Papaya. 


Caryophyllaceae 


(incl. Illecebraceae) 


A checklist and field key (with illustrations) to the genera and species from the Arabian Peninsula and 
Socotra is given by R.A. King and K.J. Kay (1984). Herbarium material for some of the species included 
in this catalogue is not present at ON. For these species, reference is made to the King & Kay checklist. 


Arenana leptoclados (Reichnb.) Guss. 

Oman: Collenette 8080 (E,ON). 

Annual herb. Stems suberect. Leaves lanceolate-ovate. Collected from Jabal Aswad, eastern Hajar range, 
at c. 400 m. 


Cometes abyssinica R. Br. 

C. Oman: Gallagher 6768/13 (E,ON); Spalton 424 (Herb. YAL); Dhofar: McLeish 890, 789 (E,ON); Miller 
7734, 7728 (E,ON). 

Annual herb, forming small clumps. Stems densely hirsute. Leaves opposite and whorled. Flowers 
subtended by an involucre of finely divided plumose branchlets. In sandy locations. 
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Cometes surattensis L. 
N. Oman: Ferrand 4 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7734, 6447 (E,ON). 
Low pulvinate herb. Leaves glaucous. Flowers with stiff white hairs. Common annual after the rains. 


Dianthus crinitus Sm. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7978/3 (E,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2790 (E); Whitcombe 237 (E); Fisher s.n. (Herb. 
SQU, photo). 

Perennial herb, up to 30 cm. Stems and leaves grey-green. Flowers pink-mauve; petal-limb fimbriate. 
Occurs only on Jabal Shams in the western Hajar and Jabal Aswad in the Eastern Hajar. Grows in the 
crevices of rocks and soil pockets. Not common. 


Dianthus cyni Fisch. & Mey. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3050 (E); Ghazanfar 1775 (Herb. SQU). 


Dianthus indet. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4041 (K,ON). 
Probably D. cyri. The material at ON is not sufficient for correct identification. 


Gymnocarpos decandrum Forsskal 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3512 (E,ON); Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4117 (K,ON). 
Found on the rocky slopes in the northern foothills. 


Gypsophila bellidifolia Boiss. 

(Syn.: Saponaria barbata Barkoudah) 

N. Oman: Maconochie (E,ON); Mandaville 6336 (BM,ON); Ash 110 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3945 (K,ON); 
Frey & Kuerschner 83-465 (BSB,ON). 

Delicate annual with a basal rosette of leaves. Stems and leaves tinged red. Flowers pink. Common annual 
after the rains. Occurs in stony and gravelly wadis and foothills. 


Gypsophila montana Balf. f. 

(Syn.: Saponaria montana (Balf.) Barkoudah) 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4065 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2564 (E,ON); McLeish 136, 735 (E,ON). 
In gravelly and stony places. 


Hemiaria hirsuta L. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 142 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 4144 (K,ON). 
Prostrate perennial, forming mats. In sandy and gravelly places. and cultivated areas. 


Hemiaria mascatensis Bornm. 

N. Oman: Miller 6001 (E,ON); Miller 6646 (E,ON); Gallagher 8033/12 (E,ON); C. Oman: Forester & Tear 
359 (ON, Herb. YAL); Miller & Nyberg 9481 (E,ON). 

Prostrate mat forming, annual herb. In sandy and gravelly locations and cultivated areas. 

Harsusi: kubadanate, irgareev. 


Lochia bracteata Balf.f. 

C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9456 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 6462 (E,ON); Miller 6476, 6503 (E,ON) (as subsp. 
abdulkunana). 

On limestone cliffs or saline sandy areas. 


Minuartia hybrida (Vill.) Schischk. 

(Syn.: Arenaria hybnda Vill.) 

Oman: King & Kay (Checklist, 1984). 

Pedicels much longer than the calyx. Sepals 3-nerved. 


Minuartia meyeri (Boiss.) Bornm. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 124 (E,ON). 
Pedicels shorter than the calyx. Sepals 3-5-nerved. 
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Paronychia arabica (L.) DC. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3258 (?E,ON); Gallagher 7976/13 (E,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-221 (BSB,ON); 
Musandam, Braund 49 (E,ON). 

Stipules and bracts hyaline. In sandy and stony places. 


Polycarpaea repens (Forsskal) Aschers. & Schweinf. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3505 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7802/6 (E,ON); Cope 72 (K,ON). 
Common annual after the rains. Frequent in the Wahiba Sands desert on stabilized dunes. 


Polycarpaea robbairea (Kurtz) Greuter & Burdet 

(Syn.: Robbairea delileana Milne-Redhead) 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6367 (BM,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 88 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 2563 
(E,ON). 

Harsusi: semena. 


Polycarpaea spicata Wight & Arn. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3300 (E,ON); Musandam, Ash 294 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 114 (ON, Herb. 
YAL); Dhofar: Maconochie 2890 (K,ON); McLeish 73 (E,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1368 (Herb. 
SQU). 

Common after the rains in the foothills and the plains. 


Polycarpon tetraphylium (L.) L. 
King & Kay (Checklist, 1984 


Polycarpon sp. nov. 
Wahiba Sands: Cope 150 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Sclerocephalus arabicus Boiss. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3053 (E,ON). 
Annual. Calyx adnate to the bracts, woolly. Occurs in the foothills and stony areas. 


Silene apetala Willd. 
N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1802 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Braund 143 (E,ON). 
Annual. Seeds winged. 


Silene burchellu Otth 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3496 (E,ON); Whitcombe 257 (ON). 

A doubtful species (see King & Kay, 1984). Collenette 8088 (E,ON) from eastern Hajar comes closest to 
this species. 


Silene conoidea L., Sp. Pl. 418 (1753). 
N.Oman: Ghazanfar 1779 (Herb. SQU). 
Annual. Stems densely glandular pubescent. 


Silene damasena Boiss. & Gaill. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4137 (K,ON). 


Silene flammulifolia Steud. ex A. Rich. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4038 (K,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-266 (BSB,ON). 


Silene juncea Sibth. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4186 (K,ON). 


Silene linearis Decne. 
N.Oman: Ghazanfar 1827 (Herb. SQU). 
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Silene schweinfurthii Rohrb. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 8051/4 (E,ON); Mandaville 6515 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 1315 (Herb. SQU). 
Arabic: yawtin, 


Silene indet. cf. flammutifolia 
N. Oman: Ash 94 (ON). 


Spergula fallax (Lowe) Krause 


N. Oman: Maconochie 3232 (E,ON); Musandam, Mandaville 7212 (BM,ON); Masirah Island: Bryan s.n. 
(Herb. SQU). 
In sandy soil, wadi beds; flowering after the rains. 


Spergularia bocconii (Sol. ex Scheele) Aschers. & Griseb. 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 186 (ON); Musandam; Ash 296 (E,ON). 
Usually in irrigated areas. 


Spergularia diandra (Guss.) Heldr. et Sart. 
Oman: King & Kay (Checklist, 1984). 


Spergularia marina (L.) Griseb. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Mandaville 7266 (BM). 

Care should be taken in the identification of this species. Its distinctive features are seeds with or without 
wings and only unwinged seeds in the capsule. Capsule 4-6 mm. A similar species, but more widespread 
and not yet recorded is S. media (L.) C. Presl. It has larger capsules (7-9 mm) and only winged seeds (King 
& Kay, 1984). 


Sphaerocoma aucheri Boiss. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4185 (K,ON); Gallagher 7468/1 (E,ON); Musandam, Mandaville 7177 (BM,ON); 
Masirah Island: Weisberger s.n. (ON). 

In the foothills, amongst stones and rocks. 


Stellaria media (L.) Vill. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3974 (K,ON); Maconochie 3668, 3492 (E,ON). 
In irrigated date gardens. 


Telephium sphaerospermum Boiss. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 8052/11 (E,ON); McLeish 847 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9280 (E,ON). 


Xerotia arabica Oliv. 

C. Oman: Stanley-Price 290 (ON, Herb. YAL); Gallagher 6757/5 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
In sandy depressions and amongst rocks. 

Harsusi: yibslhak. 


Casuarinaceae 


Casuarina equisitifolia L. 
Cultivated. 


Celastraceae 


Maytenus dhofarensis Scbsebe 

Dhofar: McLeish 653, 924 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5212 (K,ON); Miller 7032 A, 7238 (E,ON), 2618, 2195 
(E), 2349, 2481 (E, K); Whitcombe 934 (ON); Maconochie 2881, 2975 (E?,ON); Miller 2150 (Holotype E; 
Isotype K). 

Spiny shrub with intricate branches. Flowers white, fragrant. Leaves ovate. Distinct in its red/purple 
capsules, splitting by 2-3- valves. Occurs on the escarpment woodlands. 
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Maytenus senegalensis (Lam.) Exell 
C. Oman: Stanley-Price 243 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 6140, 6482 (E,ON). 
Small tree or shrub with the younger branches bearing spines. Leaves oblong to oblanceolate. Fruit 


greenish-brown. In wadi beds. 


Ceratophyllaceae 


Ceratophyllum demersum L. 

Dhofar: Victor Rawri 4 (Herb. SQU,ON). 

Submerged aquatic. Rootless, with branched stems. Leaves whorled. Often confused with Chara, but 
distinct in its forked leaves. The above is the first record for Oman. 


Chenopodiaceae 


Anabasis setifera Moq. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-463 (BSB,ON); Ghazanfar 1211 (Herb. SQU); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 
251 (E,ON, Herb. YAL). 

Annual herb, forming clumps, with profusely branched fleshy stems. Stems jointed. Leaves opposite. 
Fruit with papery wings. Common in the foothills. Flowering in December, January. 


Arthrocnemum macrostachyum (Moric.) Moris & Delponte 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3439 (E,ON); Gallagher 7919/1 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 245 (ON, Herb. 
YAL). Dhofar: Maconochie 2943 (E,ON); Al- Lamki 04 (ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1364 (Herb. 
SQU). 

Herbaceous shrub with fleshy, jointed stems. Found in large clumps in sandy coastal areas and intertidal 
mud flats. Plants in the intertidal areas around lagoons at Bar al Hikman are smaller and form a dense 
mat. These could be A. salicornicum (Moric.) Moris & Delponte (cf. Cornes, 1989), 

Arabic: hamadh; Harsusi: owtaib. 


Atriplex coriacea Forsskal 

C. Oman: Stanley-Price 247 (E,ON,YAL); Miller & Nyberg 9451B (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 6431, 6407 
(E,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1353 (Herb. SQU). 

Small perennial shrub with non-succulent leaves and whitish stems. Fruit enclosed by 2 enlarged 
bracteoles. Occurs on coastal saline sands. 

Harsusi: afvar. 


Atriplex farinosum Forsskal 

C. Oman: Clarke 0036 (ON); Dhofar: Maconochie 3162/0 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9432 (E,ON); 
Halaniyat Islands: Al Lamki 002 (ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1354 (Herb. SQU). 

Small shrub with fleshy leaves. Occurs in the saline, sandy coastal areas. 

Arabic: afar. 


Atriplex leucoclada Boiss. 
N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-191 (BSB,ON); Miller 6582 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1401 (herb. SQU). 
Erect shrub. Leaves deltoid. Bracteoles deltoid, 3-lobed. In saline, sandy coastal areas. 


Bassia muricata (L.) Aschers. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-226 (BSB,ON). 

Densely villous annual. Each perianth segment developing a spine in fruit. Not common. Occurs in 
sandy areas. 


For a key to the species of Chenopodium in Arabia, see L. Boulos in Kew Bulletin 46(2): 301-305 (1991). 


Chenopodium album L. 
N. Oman: Ash 234 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 36 (E,ON). 
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Whitish or greyish annual. Leaves entire. Tepals keeled. Occurring after the rains in irrigated and 
disturbed places. 


Chenopodium murale L. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-60 (BSB,ON); Musandam, Braund 106 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 
9087 (E,ON); Miller 7630B (E). 

An annual weed of irrigated and disturbed localities. Leaves sharply serrate-dentate. Grazed by all 
animals. 

Arabic: al dhorbaih, al zorbaih. 


Chenopodium vulvana L. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3490 (E,ON). 


Annual herb. Leaves entire. Tepals not keeled. An unpleasantly smelling annual of disturbed and waste 
places. 


Comulaca auchen Moq. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3470 (E,ON); C. Oman: Coil. ignot. (ON). 


Small annual herb with spine-tipped leaves and long hairs in the leaf axils. Fruit somewhat spiny. Found 
in sandy and saline areas. 
Arabic: hesli. 


Comulaca monacantha Del. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 6692/10 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1203 (Herb. SQU); C. Oman: Tear 349, 337, 348 (ON, 
Herb. YAL); Wahiba Sands: Cope 128 (K,ON). 

Spiny shrub, common on stabilized dunes and often beside roads in sandy desert areas. 

Arabic: ha’ath; Harsusi: silleeh. 


Halocnemum strobilaceum (Pall.) M. Bieb. 
Wahiba Sands: Cope 143 (K,ON). 


Small shrub with jointed stems. Leaves appearing as tubercles along the branches. Occurs in sandy 
areas. Collected from Wadi Andam. 


Halopeplis perfoliata (Forsskal) Bunge ex Aschers. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-74 (BSB,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 45 (K,ON); C. Oman: Miller 6526 
(E,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1360 (Herb. SQU). 

Succulent shrub, common on saline, sandy coastal and marshy areas. Leaves globose and succulent. 
Arabic: gharaz. 


Halaxylon salicomicum (Mogq.) Bunge ex Boiss. 

(Syn.: Caroxylon salicomicum Mogq.; Hammada salicornica (Moq.) Iljin; Hammada elegans (Bunge) 
Botsch.) 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3372 (E,ON); Miller 6581 (E,ON); Musandam, Miller 6678 (E,ON). 


Woody based perennial with jointed stems. Fruit with papery wings. Flowering in December-January. 
Arabic: rimth. 


Holothamnus bottae Jaub. & Spach 
(Syn.: Salsola bottae (Jaub. & Spach) Boiss.) 


N. Oman: Maconochie 3378 (E,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-125 (BSB,ON); C. Oman: Miller 6552 (E); 
Dhofar: McLeish 546 (E,ON). 


Apparently similar to the previous species, but stems not jointed. Not as common, but often growing in 
the same habitat as Haloxylon salicomicum. Common in the foothills and wadi fans. 
Arabic: qidqid. 


Salsola imbricata Forsskal 


(Syn.: Chenopodium baryosmon Schult. ex Roem. & Schult.; Salsola baryosma (Roem. et Schult.) 
Dandy) 


N. Oman: Miller & Whitcombe 2004 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 205 (ON), 236 (E,ON, Herb. YAL); 
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Tear & Forrester 379 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 2180 (E,ON); Masirah Island: Gallagher 6864/5 
(E,ON). 

Clump forming shrub, with whitish stems. Leaves scale-like, congested on side shoots. Inflorescence 
densely flowered. A variable species, common in shady, moist and coastal areas. (See also Boulos, 
1991). 

Arabic: khadheraaf, arad; Jibbali: hamdeh; Harsusi: aaroat, khadheraaf. 


Salsola omanensis Boulos 

Dhofar: Miller 6533 (E); Halaniyat Island: Gallagher 6252, 6252/23 (E); Miller 6409 (Holotype E; 
Isotypes K,KTUH,ON). 

Perennial shrub with divaricate branches. Young branches densely covered with leaves; leaves linear, 
adnate to the stem, rigid, covered with scurfy, scale-like hairs. Fruit with scarlet membranous wings. 
Recorded from the limestone plateau of southern Oman and Halaniyat Island. (See also L. Boulos, 
1991). 


Salsola rubescens Franch. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3174 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 129 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 169 
(ON); Dhofar: Miller 6057 (E,ON). 

Glaucous shrub with opposite, triangular, overlapping, fleshy greyish leaves. Distinct in its red-yellow 
papery wings on the perianth. In sandy, gravely dry locations, beside roads. 

Arabic: khumkham; Harsusi: khumkham. 


For notes on some species of Suaeda in Arabia, see L. Boulos in Kew Bulletin 46(2): 291-296 (1991). 


Suaeda aegyptiaca (Hasselq.) Zoh. 

(Syn.: Chenopodium aegyptiacum Hasselq.; Suaeda hortensis Forsskal; S. baccata Forsskal) 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner (B,ON); Musandam, Maconochie 3690 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 49 
(KON). 

Small succulent shrub, forming clumps. Leaves cylindrical and succulent. Flowers in long leafy spikes. 
Common in the foothills. 


Suaeda monoica Forsskal ex J.F. Gmel. 

Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988); Daymaniyat Island: Gallagher 7518 (E,ON); Halaniyat Islands: Gallagher 
6833/5 (E,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1358 (Herb. SQU). 

Succulent shrub with fleshy, linear leaves. Common and dominant on the Islands. 

Jibbali: hamdeh. 


Suaeda moschata A.J. Scott 

N. Oman: Oman: Tear 331 (ON, Herb. YAL); Miller & Nyberg 9471, 9453 (E,ON); Dhofar: Radcliffe- 
Smith 3538 (Holotype, K); Halaniyat Islands: Al Qibliyah: Gallagher 6787/1, 7447/1,2 (E,ON); Masirah 
Island: Ghazanfar 1361 (Herb. SQU). 

Low shrub with fleshy orbicular leaves. Common on the sandy saline coasts, especially in the Bar al 
Hikman area. 

Harsusi: soowad. 


Suaeda vermiculata Forsskal ex J.F. Gmel. 

(Syn.: S. fruticosa Forsskal ex Gmel.) 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-201a & b, 83-259 (BSB,ON); Miller 6007 (E,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 450 
(E,ON); Maconochie 3013 (E,K,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1356 (Herb. SQU). 

Succulent shrub, branching profusely. Stems greyish. Leaves cylindrical. Flowers in axillary clusters 
arranged in spikes. Perianth becoming fleshy and enclosing the fruit. One of the most common 
chenopods. Occurs in the saline and sandy areas and the coastal plains. 


Suaeda sp.nov. 

Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9433 (E,ON). 

The above specimen could be S. moschata, but it is difficult to identify it properly as it is badly 
preserved. 
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Cistaceae 


Helianthemum kahiricum Del. 

Dhofar: Miller 2619, 2255, 6452 (E,ON); Miller 6313 (E); McLeish 783 (E); Miller & Nyberg 9286 (E,ON). 
Perennial shrub. Leaves stellate hairy. Flowers yellow, pedicellate. 

Jibbali: tur erum. 


Helianthemum lippii (L.) Dum.-Cours. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3477 (E,ON); Gallagher 7881/3 (E,ON); C. Oman: Musandam, Leane s.n. (ON). 
Small perennial herb with grey-green leaves and yellow sessile to subsessile flowers. Occurs on the Hajar 
and Musandam mountains from 700m where it constitutes an important part of the low shrubby 
vegetation. 

Arabic: bigan, ruqruq. 


Helianthemum salicifolium (L.) Mill. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 66, 129 (E,ON); Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 4165 (K,ON). 
Annual herb with erect to ascending stems. Flowers yellow, solitary in leaf axils. In stony wadis. 


Helianthemum stipulatum (Forsskal) C. Chr. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 131 (E,ON). 

Small evergreen shrub, densely hairy. Leaves with revolute margins. Flowers yellow, in terminal spicate 
inflorescence. Occurs in sandy and stony ground. 


Combretaceae 


Anogeissus dhofarica A.J. Scott 

Dhofar: Miller 6075 (E,ON); Maconochie 2936, 3464 (E?,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12358 (Holotype BM; 
Isotype K). 

Deciduous tree. Recognised by its 2-winged and beaked fruits which are aggregated in small cone-like 
heads. A common, dominant tree ocurring in the wadis and the escarpment slopes forming woodlands. 
New leaves appear just before the monsoons. Endemic to Dhofar. 

Arabic: misteh, meset. 


Conocarpus lancifolius Engl. & Diels 
Cultivated. 


Terminalia catappa L. 
Cultivated. Indian almond. 


Compositae 


Acanthospermum hispidum DC. 
Masirah Island: Radcliffe-Smith 4247 (K,ON). 


Perennial herb, distinct in fruit with the cypselae spinous and muricate, each with 2 long beaks at the 
apex. 


Ageratum conyzoides L. 
N. Oman: Radccliffe-Smith 3987 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 93 (K,ON). 
Annual herb. Heads purple. A weed in date gardens. 


Anthemis odontostephana Boiss. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6763 (BM,ON); Musandam Ash 15 (E,ON); Gallagher 6716/5 (E,ON). 

Aromatic annual, Heads solitary, outer florets white. Occurs at high altitudes (1100 -1800 m) on Jabal 
Aswad (eastern Hajar) and Musandam mountains. 
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Artemisia herba-alba Asso 

N. Oman: Musandam, Maconochie 3696 (K,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 4123 (K,ON); Ash 16 (E,ON); Braund 
44 (E,ON). 

Aromatic perennial, not common. Leaves on the older and new shoots differing in colour. Leaves 1-2- 
pinnatisect. Occurs only on Jabal Harim, (Musandam) and on Jabal Aswad (E. Hajar). 


Asteriscus pygmaeus (DC.) Coss. & Dur. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 137 (E,ON). 

Small villose annual with yellow flower heads. Involucre incurved and enclosing the achenes when 
mature, opening when moistened. In wadis. 


Atractylis cancellata L. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 127 (E,ON). 

Annual herb, leaves with dentate-spinulose leaf-margins. Outer involucre spiny. Flower heads purple. 
In sandy and gravelly plains. 

Arabic: zaaraai. 


Atractylis kentrophylloides (Baker) F.G. Davies 

Dhofar: Miller 2337 (E,ON). 

Erect annual with white flowers. Occuring at c. 1000 m in the Euphorbia balsamifera zone. Endemic to 
Dhofar. 


Bidens chinensis (L.) Willd. 

(Syn.: Bidens biternata (Lour.) Merr. & Sherff) 

Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5281 (K,ON); Ash 156 (E,ON). 
Annual herb. Achenes crowned with 4 projections. Weedy. 
Arabic: beshokh. 


Bidens pilosa L. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 2908 (BM,K,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3878 (K,ON). 

Annual herb, with 3-5-foliolate leaves. Achenes 4-angled, ribbed, crowned with 2-4 barbs. Weed of 
cultivated and waste places. 


Blepharispermum hirtum Oliv. 

Dhofar: Miller 7141 (E,ON); Maconochie 3557 (E?,ON); Ash 155 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5249 (K,ON). 
Small tree or shrub, forming a part of the dominant vegetation on the escarpment slopes. Endemic to 
Dhofar. 

Jibbali: xfot. 


Blumea aunita (L. f.) DC. 

N. Oman: Ash 208 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller & Whitcombe 2109 (E,ON); McLeish 657 (E,ON); Miller & 
Nyberg 9086 (E,ON). 

Clump forming perennial. Heads pink-purple. Fragrant. Occurs in date plantations and by roadsides. 


Blumea bovei (DC.) Vatke 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3196 (E,ON); Maconochie 2857 (K,ON); Whitcombe 303 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 
3792 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 6203 (E,ON); McLeish 229 (E,ON). 

Perennial herb. Heads yellow, in lax corymbs. Grows on moist areas near falajs or water holes. 


Blumea cf. mollis (D. Don) Merr. 
Dhofar: Miller 7772 (E,K,UPS,ON). 


Calendula arvensis L. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3070 (E,ON); Musandam, Ash 283 (E,ON). 

Erect annual with solitary flower heads bearing yellow/orange florets. Achenes with an erect or incurved 
beak. Common in cultivated fields and waste places. 
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Calendula cf. tipterocarpa Rupr. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3261 (BM,ON). 


Carduus australis L. f. 
(Syn.: C. pycnocephalus L.) 
N. Oman: Musandam Ash 282 (E,ON). 


Annual herb, with spiny winged stems. Leaves sharply lobed, margins spiny. Recorded only from 
Musandam, at 1300 m. 


Carthamus tinctorius L. 

N. Oman: Lawton 2537 (E,ON). 

Cultivated for making a red dye; also used as a face cosmetic. 
Arabic: shawrana. 


For an annotated checklist and key to the species of Centaurea in Arabia see Wagenitz in Notes R.B.G. 
Edinb. 42(3): 459 (1984). 


Centaurea dhofarica Baker 


Dhofar: Miller 2210 (E,ON); Maconochie 3631 (BM?,E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9252 (E,ON); Bent 35 
(Holotype K). 
Endemic to Dhofar. 


Centaurea pseudosinaica Czereponov 
subsp. pseudosinaica 


N. Oman: Maconochie 3401 (E,ON); Ash 43 (E,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-455 (BSB,ON); Maconochie 
3319, 3269 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 276 (ON, Herb. YAL). 
Common after the rains in the foothills. 


subsp. neibuhni Wagenitz 
Dhofar: Whitcombe 511 (E); Berkeley 19 (E); Miller (E). 


Centaurea solstitialis L. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4058, 3682 (K,ON). 


Centaurea wendelboi Wagenitz 
N. Oman: Musandam, Munton 41 (K,ON); Gallagher 7980/1 (E?,ON). 


Cichortum intybus L. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4004 (K,ON); Musandam, Ash 38 (E,ON). 
Perennial herb with blue flowering heads. Occurs in cultivated fields. 


Conyza bonarensis (L.) Cronq. 

Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Annual herb. Leaves lanceolate, with obscurely dentate margins. Capitula forming terminal panicles. 
Florets white and yellow. Weed of cultivated areas. 


Conyza dioscoridis Desf. 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 448 (ON). 
Perennial shrub. Leaves obovate, margin shallowly serrate. Occurs in irrigated places. 


Conyza stricta Willd. 
Dhofar: Miller & Whitcombe 2071 (E,ON); Miller 2151 (E,ON); McLeish 633 (E,ON). 


Woody shrub (c. 20 cm). Leaves oblanceolate, lobed at the apical region. Capitula in terminal heads, 
yellow. 


Crepis foetida L. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4120 (E,ON). 
Softly hairy annual. Leaves sessile, pinnatilobed. Heads solitary, yellow. Achenes beaked. 
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Crepis indet. 
Dhofar: Braund 120 (ON). 


Cymbolaena griffithii (A. Gray) Wagenitz 
N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 138 (E,ON). 


Small grey-woolly annual. Capitula appearing as puffballs. Known only from the above gathering. 


Dyssodia tenuiflora (Cass.) Loes. 

Dhofar: Mcleish 14 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9015 (E,ON). 

Delicate perennial (c. 10 cm). Leaves dissected into linear segments. Flowers solitary, terminal on thin 
peduncles. In irrigated fields. 


Echinops spinosissumus Freyn 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3496 (E,ON); Ash 57 (E,ON). 

Spinescent shrub with spiny leaf margins. Flowers in compact umbellate heads. In disturbed places in 
the northern foothills. 

Arabic: gan’a, kan’a. 


Eclipta alba (L.) Hassk. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3207 (E,ON); Maconochie 3062 (E?,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 391 (E,ON); Miller 
2436 (E,ON). 

Small annual herb. Capitula solitary. Achenes without pappus. Occurs in moist and shady locations, by 
falajs and running water, in date plantations. 

Arabic: masadate. 


Euryops arabicus Steud. ex Jaub. & Spach 

(Syn.: Euryops pinifolius A. Rich.) 

N. Oman: Clarke 0052 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3859 (K,ON); Ghazanfar 881 (Herb. SQU). 

Perennial shrub with solitary, yellow heads. Common on the Hajar mountains from 1300-2800 m where 
it forms part the dominant shrubby community. 

Arabic: hanqalan, hayqalan. 


Filago desertorum Pomel 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-38 (BSB,ON); Maconochie 3483 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 887 (Herb. SQU); 
Musandam, Mandaville 7366 (BM,ON). 

Dwarf or prostrate annual herb with densely woolly stems. Capitula aggregated into heads, woolly. 
Innermost involucre bracts ciliate. Occurs in stony and rocky places. 


Filago pyramidata L. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3075 (BM,E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3853 (K,ON). 

Erect plants with densely woolly stems. Inner most involucre bracts glabrous. In cultivated fields and 
waste places. 


Flaveria trinervia (Spreng.) Mohr. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7478/15 (E,ON); Ash 215 (E,ON); Edmondson 3258 (E,ON). 

A distinct composite growing near water in date plantations. Leaves 3-nerved. Florets yellow. 
Arabic: shaigra. 


Garhadiolus angulosus Jaub. & Spach 
(Syn.: Rhagadiolus angulosus (Jaub. & Spach) Kupicha) 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 4159 (K,ON) 


Grantia auchen Boiss. 

N. Oman Edmondson 3351 (E,ON); Ash 210 (E,ON); Maconochie 3722 (K,ON); Ghazanfar & 
Evangelista 718 (Herb. SQU). 

Tall erect annual (up to 30 cm). Leaves 3-dentate at the apex. Flowering heads yellow. Often by 
roadsides and wadi flows. Plant collected by A. Radcliffe-Smith 3776, identified as 
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Grantia cf. arachnoides Boiss. is most likely G. auchen. 
Arabic: khassya. 


Grantia senecionoides Baker 
Dhofar: Miller 2235 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5377 (K,ON). 
Endemic to Dhofar. 


Helichrysum glumaceum DC. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3862 (K,ON); Gallagher 7499/6 (E,ON). 
Small grey-green perennial. Grows in rock crevices from 1800-2000 m. 


Helichrysum makranicum (Rech. f. & Esfand.) Rech. f. 

N. Oman: Ash 88 (E,ON); Maconochie 3226 (K?,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-282 (BSB,ON); Gallagher 
7969/7 (E,ON); Hirst s.n. (ON); Whitcombe 265 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 126 (E,ON); Lawton 2559 
(ON); Ghazanfar 381 (Herb. SQU). 

Small grey-green perennial, growing in the western Hajar mountains, usually in the crevices of rocks and 
stony places. Flowers pinkish. 

Arabic: shajarat al babaw. 


Helichrysum somalense Bak. f. 

C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 371 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 125, 6490, 7755 (E,ON); McLeish 205 
(E,ON). 

Perennial, forming clumps. Stems erect to ascending. Leaves grey-green. Heads yellow. 

Jibbali: izbun. 


Hochstetteria schimpen DC. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4196 (K,ON); Lawton 2539 (ON); Dhofar: Miller 2252 (E,ON). 
Perennial. Stems rigid, erect, grooved. Flower heads apical, pink and white. 


Ifloga spicata (Forsskal) Schultz-Bip. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3086 (K,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-236 (BSB,ON); Musandam, Mandaville 7337 
(BM,ON). 

Small annual with linear leaves, getting papery on drying. Capitula aggregated in heads, borne all along 
the stem. Involucre shiny. In irrigated fields and disturbed places. 


Iphiona horida Boiss. 

N. Oman: Whitcombe 290 (E?,ON); Gallagher 8033/10 (E,ON); C. Oman: Spalton 423 (Herb. YAL); 
Dhofar: Miller 6149,6241 (E,ON). 

Annual herb with rigid, hispid stems. Capitula yellow. 

Arabic: laghb. 


Iphiona scabra DC. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3733 (K,ON); Rodriguez & Lopez VII-3 (Herb. SQU); Wahiba Sands: Cope 
101 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9320, 6149 (E,ON). 

Shrub with stiff branches, glandular-hairy, viscid. Leaves subulate, spinescent. Capitula yellow, in dense 
cymes. Involucre scarious. In gravelly plains. 

Arabic: laghb. 


Kleinia odora (Forsskal) DC. 

Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5494 (K,ON); Ghazanfar s.n. (Herb. SQU; Cult Hortus SQU). 

Succulent shrub with erect, jointed stems. Three dark brown lines running down from each leaf base. 
Capitula yellow or white, in terminal corymbose heads. In the low dry hills of the coastal plain and the 
drier parts of the plateau. (See also Miller & Morris, 1988). 

Jibbali: egsib. 


Kleinia pendula (Forsskal) DC. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
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Kleinia saginata P. Halliday 

Dhofar: Lawton 2518 (E,ON); Miller 2507 (K,E,); Radcliffe-Smith 5156 (Holotype K). 

Small perennial with erect to decumbent, succulent stems. Stems jointed, with 5-6 radiating markings 
below each leaf base. Capitula red, solitary on long scapes. In dry rocky areas. Endemic to Dhofar. 
(See also Miller & Morris, 1988). 


Lactuca capensis Thunb. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3269 (E,ON). 


Lactuca dissecta D. Don 
N. Oman: Musandam, Mandaville 7374 (BM). 


Lactuca sativa L. 
Cultivated. 


Lactuca sp. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Jibbali: hizib. 


Lactuca indet. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4189, 4055 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7649, 7735, 7739 (E,ON). 


Lasiopogon muscoides (Desf.) DC. 

Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Small prostrate annual with densely woolly stems. Capitula aggregated into heads, densely woolly. In 
sandy habitats. 


Launaea capitata (Spreng.) Dandy 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3741 (K,ON); Musandam, Mandaville 7199 (BM); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 
7800/2 (E,ON). 

Perennial herb with prostrate, glabrous stems. Leaves pinnatilobed. Capitula solitary, yellow. Involucre 
with hyaline margins. Occurs in wadi beds amongst stones. 


Launaea castonosperma F.G. Davies 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5359 (K,ON). 
Endemic to Dhofar. 

Jibbali: enur, gasor, gasar, hizib. 


Launaea intybacea (Jacq.) Beauv. 
N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-134 (BSB,ON); Maconochie 3276 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2135 (E,ON). 
Erect or decumbent annual with a basal rosette of leaves. Flower heads pink. Weedy. 


Launaea massauensis (Fres.) Kuntze 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4189 (K,ON); Musandam, Braund 5 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7752 (E,ON); 
Radcliffe-Smith 5441 (K,ON). 

Delicate annual with a basal rossette of leaves; leaves deeply and irregularly lobed. Capitula almost 
cylindrical, yellow. Occurs in wadi beds. 


Launaea mucronata (Forsskal) Muschl. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-144 (BSB,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2268 (E,ON); McLeish 710 (E,ON). 
Perennial herb with glabrous, erect stems. Basal leaves pinnatilobed, cauline leaves sessile, dentate. 
Flower heads solitary, yellow, with a white-apiculate involucre. In gravelly places. 


Launaea nudicaulis (L.) Hook. f. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3217 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 244 (E,ON,YAL). 

A commonly occuring annual or perennial, recognized by its bifurcating ascending stems. Basal leaves 
forming a rosette, pinnatilobed. Achenes ribbed. In sandy and stony places. 

Arabic: huwwa; Harsusi: huwwa. 
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Launaea procumbens (Roxb.) Dandy 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6179 (BM,ON); Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 3808 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 123 
(K,ON). 

Similar to the previous species and recorded with the same vernacular name. Outer achenes scabrid, 
inner smooth. A perennial herb in irrigated and cultivated localities. 

Arabic: huwwa, moraar, moreir, yamroor, hawwa al bakr, hagaid, howthan; Harsusi: huwwa. 


Launaea spinosa (Forsskal) Schultz-Bip. ex Kuntze 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-405 (BSB,ON); Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4119 (K,ON); Leane 03 
(ON). 

Perennial shrub distinguished by its indurate whitish stems which are repeatedly forked. Capitula 
solitary, yellow. Involucre with wide hyaline margins. Found in wadis amongst stones and boulders. 


Launaea sp.nov. 
Masirah: Anderlini 0030 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9287 (E,ON); Miller 9060, 9031 (E,ON). 


Launaea indet. 
N. Oman: McLeish 88, 346, 424 (E,ON); Gallagher & Hughes 7895/7 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 24 
(Herb. Yal.); Miller & Nyberg 9446 (E,ON). 


Osteospermum vaillantii (Decne.) Norl. 
N. Oman: Rodriguez & Lopez s.n. (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: McLeish 726 (E,ON). 
Annual herb. Distinct in its winged seeds, purplish in colour. 


Pegolettia senegalensis Cass. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3659 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 6642 (E,ON). 

Grey-green annual, with oblanceolate leaves. Capitula terminal, pale yellow. The collection from N. 
Oman is from Saig (c. 1800 m). 


Pentanema divaricatum Jaub. & Spach 
N. Oman: Musandam, Brand 32 (E,ON). 
In cultivated fields and waste places. 


Phagnalon viridifolium Decne. ex Boiss. 

var. viridifolium 
N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-449 (BSB,E,ON); Ghazanfar 1002 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Mandaville 
7300 (BM,ON); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988); Aucher-Eloy 4774 (Holotype G-Boiss; Isotypes 
BM,G,K,W). 
Small woody perennial, densely white-woolly. Capitulum solitary, purple to reddish. Bracts glabrous. 
Endemic to Oman, 


var. omanense Qaiser & Lack 
N. Oman: Mandaville 3551, 3601 (BM); Mandaville 6529 (Holotype BM). 
Differs from the type variety in its floccose bracts and exserted styles and stigmas. Both varieties are 
found amongst rocks and stones on the Jabal Akhdar range, at high altitudes (above 2000 m). 


Phagnalon schweinfurthii Schultz-Bip. ex Schweinf. 
var. androssovii (B. Fedtsch.) Qaiser & Lack 
N. Oman: Deacock 17 (BM); Whitcombe 409 (E); Musandam, Mandaville 7316 (BM). 
Woody perennial, white-woolly. Capitula yellow. Found in crevices of rocks, in the northern mountains. 
For an account of the genus Phagnalon in Arabia see Qaiser & Lack in Willdenowia 15: 3-22 (1985). 


Pluchea arabica (Boiss.) Qaiser & Lack 

(Syn.: Pluchea laxa Baker; P. multiflora O. Schwartz; Phagnalon arabicum (Boiss.) Boiss.) 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3635 (K,ON); Maconochie 2862 (E,ON); Miller 6583 (E,ON); C. Oman: 
Maconochie 3424 (E,ON); Tear & Forrester 367 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 2314, 7037 (E,ON); 
Miller 6044 (E,K,UPS,KWT); Miller 6475 (E,ON); Masirah Island: Weisgerber vo.11. 819 (BSB); Gallagher 
6356/2 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1351 (Herb. SQU); Aucher-Eloy 4729 (Holotype G-Boiss; Isotype BM,K). 


As 


Aromatic shrub, branching profusely. Leaves obovate, with irregularly toothed margins. Capitula purple, 
in terminal corymbose clusters. Involucre bracts oblong. Common in the foothills and plains. (See also 
Miller & Morris, 1988). 

Jibbali: godot; Harsusi: awteeb. 


Pluchea dioscorides (L.) DC. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7976/16 (E,ON); Dhofar Miller 6181 (E,ON). 

Shrubs with leafy stems, glandular. Leaves elliptic to oblong. Capitula white to pale purple. Involucre 
villous. Often occuring near water or in moist places. 


Pluchea ovalis (Pers.) DC. 
N. Oman: Wahiba Sands, Cope 32 (K,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 222 (E,ON). 


Pseudognaphalium luteo-album (L.) Hilliard & Burtt 

(Syn.: Gnaphalium leuto-album L.) 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4053 (K,ON); Musandam: Braund 133 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2444 (E,ON). 
Woolly annual with pale-pink capitula crowded into glomerules. Involucre spreading after seed dispersal. 
Found in moist areas in date plantations. 


Psiadia arabica Jaub. & Spach 
Dhofar: Miller 2444 (E,ON). 


For a checklist of Pulicaria in Arabia see Gamal-Eldin in Notes R.B.G. Edinb. 41(3): 467-471 (1984). 


Pulicaria argyrophylla Franch. 
var. oligophylla Gamal-Eldin 
Dhofar: Miller 6041, 7053, 2343 (E,ON); McLeish 199, 294 (E,ON). 
Cushion forming perennial. Leaves grey-green, dentate at the apex. Capitula solitary, bright yellow. In 
rocky and sandy places. 


Pulicaria crispa (Forsskal) Benth. 

(Syn.: P. undulata (L.) C.M. Mey.) 

N. Oman: Maconochie 2850 (E,ON); Ghazanfar & Evangelista 989 (Herb. SQU); Wahiba Sands: Cope 
134 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 133 (E,ON,YAL); Dhofar: Miller 2191 (E,ON). 

Small branched perennial. Leaves with crenate margins. Capitula soliatry, yellow. In shallow gravelly 
and sandy depressions. 

Arabic: gathgeth; Harsusi: githgeeth. 


Pulicana cylindrica (Baker) O. Schwartz 

C. Oman: Stanley-Price 285 (ON, Herb. YAL); Tear & Forrester 419 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 
(Checklist, 1988). 

Perennial shrub, pulvinate. Leaves narrow-oblanceolate. Capitula yellow, terminal. ?Endemic to Oman. 
Harsusi: talsayf. 


Pulicaria edmondsonii Gamal-Eldin 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3357 (E,ON); Musandam; Hughes-Clarke 39 (E,ON); Edmondson 3362 (Holotype 
E; Isotype ON). 

Grey-green perennial with a grey stem. Leaves silky grey. Capitula yellow, terminal. Endemic to 
northern Oman. 


? P. foliolosa DC. 

Dhofar: Maconochie 2871 (K,ON). 

Collected from Thumrait. Similar to P. argyrophylla var. oligophylla but with silky white hairs on the 
leaves and stems. 
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Pulicaria glutinosa (Boiss.) Jaub. & Spach 
subsp. glutinosa 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3647 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller (E,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1342 (Herb. 
SOU). 
Robust perennial shrub. Leaves green, cylindrical. Capitula apical. Common in the wadis and foothills. 


Pulicaria inuloides DC. 
Oman: Vesy-Fitzgerald 12746/20 (BM,ON). 
Annual or ?perennial. Stems leafy with oblanceolate leaves. Capitula yellow? Near water. 


Pulicaria jaubertii Gamal-Eldin 

N. Oman: Maconochie 2851 (E,ON); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 418 (ON, Herb. YAL); Stanley-Price 170 
(ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Spreading perennial, white pubescent. Stems leafy. Capitula solitary, fragrant. 

Harsusi: khokhaoot, khokhawoat. 


Pulicaria nobilis Gamal-Eldin 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Endemic to Dhofar. 


Pulicaria omanensis Gamal-Eldin 

subsp. ormanensis 
C. Oman: Stanley-Price 102, 479, 288 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 6302, 6240, 6414, 2241 (E,ON); 
Gallagher 6898 (E,ON); McLeish 476 (E,ON); Berkeley 23 (Holotype E); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1372 
(Herb. SOU); 
Prostrate perennial. Leaves small, lanceolate, densely white hairy. Involucre of linear, subulate bracts. 
Endemic to northern Oman. 
Harsusi: khokhawoat. 


subsp. milleri Gamal-Eldin 
Dhofar: Miller 6532 (Holotype E; Isotype GOET). 


Pulicaria pulvinata Gamal-Eldin 

C. Oman: Spalton 442 (Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 6514, 6400 (E,ON); Miller 6508 (Holotype E; Isotype 
ON). 

Small perennial with prostrate stems . Leaves with dense silvery hairs. Capitula yellow, on erect 
peduncles. In sandy depressions. Endemic to C. Oman and Dhofar. 

Harsusi: khokhawoat. 


? Pulicaria schimperi DC. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3787 (K,ON); Edmondson 3161 (E,ON). 


Reichardia tingitana (L.) Roth. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-400 (BSB,ON); Musandam, Braund 67 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3971 
(K,ON). 

Annual herb with ascending stems. Capitula pale-yellow. Involucral bracts with wide hyaline margins. 
Occurs in wadis after the rains. 


Sclerocarpus africanus Jacq. ex Murr. 
Dhofar: Miller 7572 (E,ON); McLeish 185 (E,ON). 
Laxly branched perennial. Capitula yellow. On the lower slopes and plains of Jabal Qara. 


Senecio abyssinicus A. Rich. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3258 (E,ON). 


Annual herb with divaricate branching. Leaves amplexicaul, broadly ovate to orbicular. Occurs in 
cultivated date plantations. 


50 


Senecio flavus (Decne.) Schultz) 

(Syn.: S. decaisnei DC.) 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3286, 3386 (E,ON). 

Annual herb, with divaricate branching. Leaves oblong to ovate-oblong. Capitula forming loose 
corymbs. In gravelly or sandy wadi beds and irrigated areas. 


Sonchus mantimus L. 
N. Oman: (Whitcombe & Miller, Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 
Perennial herb with solitary yellow capitula. Found in saline and marshy places. 


Sonchus oleraceus L. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4037 (K,ON); Whitcombe 529 (E,ON). 

Annual herb with erect, hollow stems. Leaves pinnatilobed. Capitula yellow, in cymes. Occurs as a 
weed in cultivated and disturbed places. 

Arabic: gogheed, hodeid, hawwa, khuwaysh. 


Urospermum picroides (L.) F. W. Schmidt. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4002 (K,ON); Edmondson 3185 (E,ON); Musandam, Mandaville 7242 
(BM,ON). Annual herb with erect, simple stems. Leaves forming a basal rosette. Capitula solitary or 2, 
conical in bud, pale-yellow. Weedy, in waste and cultivated areas and by roadsides. 

Arabic: khioach. 


Vernonia arabica F.G. Davies 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3484 (E,ON); Whitcombe 335, 130 (E,ON); Musandam, Mandaville 7106 
(BM,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 323 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Gallagher 6750/8 (E,ON); McLeish 
234 (E,ON). 

Perennial shrub. Capitula purple-magenta. In gravelly foothills. 

Arabic: kibb; Jibbali: siot; Harsust: yilbeen. 


Vernonia cinerea (L.) Lees. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3044, 3292 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3854 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands, Cope 121 
(K,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 176 (E,ON); Miller 2162 (E,ON). 

Arabic: kibb. 


Vicoa pentanema Ait. & Hemsl. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4129 (K,ON); Musandam, Mandaville 7205 (BM,ON). 

Delicate annual herb, distinct in its dark brown stems which are divaricately banched. Capitula yellow, 
involucre woolly. Found in wadi beds, in sandy and gravelly soil. 


Volutaria lipii (L.) Cass. 

Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5488 (K,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5139 (K,ON). 

Annual herb. Leaves in a basal rosette, pinnatilobed. Capitula pink. Involucre bracts 3-5-veined and 
densely hairy. Growing in wadis, on stony and gravelly soils. 


Zoegea purpurea Fresen. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7972/1 (E,ON); Edmondson 3454 (E,ON); Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4105 


(K,ON). Delicate annual herb with linear to lanceolate leaves. Capitula solitary, pink-white. Outer 
involucre divided into fine segments. Grows in the northern foothills, in the crevices of rocks and soil 
pockets, amongst stones. 


Convolvulaceae 


Convolvulus is a complicated genus, especially the C. prostratus group. Many specimens identified as C. 
prostratus may be separate taxa. 
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Key to the species of Convofvulus 


1 Spiny shrubs or with spinescent branches 
2 Lateral branches short, ending in sharp spines 
3 Prostrate shrub. Leaves pubescent, not silky. Flowers pale-white or -blue. Sepals densely 


white-hairy (brown in herbarium specimens) C. hystrix 
3 Intricately branched erect shrub, with spreading branches. Leaves silky. Flowers pinkish. 
Sepals not densely white-hairy C. ulicinus 


2 Lateral branches not ending in sharp spines 
4 Large pulvinate shrub. Flowers c. 2 cm in diameter. (At high altitudes, above 1800 m) 
C. acanthocladus 


4 Spreading shrub. Flowers up to 1.5 cm in diameter. (Common in the foothills) C. virgatus 
1 Shrubs or herbs, without spinescent branches 
5 Leaves hastate to sagittate at the base. Prostrate or creeping annual C. arvensis 


5 Leaf base neither hastate nor sagittate 
6 Leaf margin undulate or irregularly lobed 
7 Leaf margin undulate, with depressed nerves. Whole plant densely brown hairy C. cephalopodus 


7 Leaf margin irregularly lobed, glabrous C. fatmensis 
6 Leaf margin entire 

8 Style as long as the stigma C. pilosellifolius 

8 Stigma 2-3 times the length of the style C. prostratus 

8 Stigma shorter than the style C. glomeratus 


Convolvulus acanthocladus Boiss. 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar s.n. (SQU, photo); Musandam, Mandaville 7139, 7147 (BM). 

Grows at high elevations (above 1800 m ). I have collected it from Jabal Shams in the Jabal Akhdar 
range. 


Convolvulus arvensis L. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3417 (E,ON); Musandam, Ash 279 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Occurs as a weed in irrigated fields and in date plantations. 

Arabic: fadakh, mulawwiya, maddaid, ollayq, sharget al olleyga. 


Convolvulus cephalopodus Boiss. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3907 (K,ON); Maconochie 3322 (E?,ON); Ash 60 (E,ON). 

Annual herb, densely woolly. Flowers white-pink, in axillary cymose heads. Occurs in sandy and gravelly 
areas. 


Convolvulus fatmensis Kuntze 

Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 4133 (K,ON). 

Annual herb with weak stems. Recognized by its ovate, irregularly crenate leaves. Only a single record 
from the grassy plains in Dhofar. 


Convolvulus glomeratus Choisy 

Dhofar: McLeish 635 (E,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2082 (E,ON); Maconochie 3193 (K,ON); Allison 34 
(ON). 

Perennial shrub, with ascending stems. Flowers 4-10, in axillary heads, on long lateral stems. Sepals 8- 
11 mm, densely tomentose. Not recorded from northern Oman, but perhaps overlooked. 

Arabic: ahthomoat. 


Convolvulus hystrix Vahl. 

(Syn.: C. spinosus Forsskal) 

C. Oman: Miller & Whitcombe 2050 (E,ON); Tear 340 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 2254 (E,ON); 
Gallagher 6758/8 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9288 (E,ON). 

Perennial shrub. Flowers white or pale blue. In sandy and gravel plains in the central desert. 

Harsusi: tarthet. 
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Convolvulus oppositifolia Al Alawi (in sched.) 

C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9482, 9462 (E,ON); Gallagher & Hughes 7895/15 (E,ON). 

Small grey-green perennial, with hairy stems and leaves. Recorded from the central limestone pleateau. 
This species is very similar to C. pilosellifolius in facies, and difficult to tell apart. 

Harsusi: hathmeet. 


Convolvulus pilosellifolius Desr. 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar 886 (Herb. SQU,ON); C. Oman: Tear 155 (E,ON, Herb. YAL). 

Perennial herb with ascending to prostrate stems, often with a woody woodstock. Leaves grey-green, 
appressed pilose. Flowers 1-3, on slender lateral stems. Sepals 5 mm, densely pilose. Occurs gravelly 
depressions and plains. 

Arabic: hathma; Harsusi: hathmit, hathmeet. 


Convolvulus prostratus Forsskal 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7976/10 (E,ON); Edmondson 3508 (E,ON); C. Oman: Miller & Whitcombe 2049 
(E,ON); Gallagher 8112/2; Radcliffe-Smith 2811 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9424 (E,ON). 

A lax perennial shrub with decumbent to ascending stems, almost glabrous. Flowers in axillary heads, on 
long lateral stems. Sepals 4-7 mm, white pilose. Common in sandy and gravel wadis in the northern 
foothills. Flowering more or less throughout the year. 

Arabic: hathma. 


Convolvulus ulicinius Boiss. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3285 (E,ON); Clarke 0049 (ON); Ash 49 (ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3722 (K,ON); 
Musandam, Miller 6638 (E,ON). 

Spinescent perennial shrub. Found in the mountains usually from 1200 -1800 m. 

Arabic: shajarat al ghabra. 


Convolvulus virgatus Boiss. 

(Syn.: C. muscatensis Boiss.). 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6199 (BM,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3732 (K,ON); Whitcombe 340 (E,ON); Maconochie 
3087 (E?,ON). 

Woody subshrub with rigid branches becoming spinescent at the tips. Flowers in axillary heads. Occurs 
commonly in the foothills and lower slopes of the northern mountains. Flowering more or less 
throughout the year. 

Arabic: hibab risha. 


Cressa cretica L. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3928 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands, Gallagher 7963/2 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley- 
Price 44 (E,ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Maconochie 2928 (K?,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1546 (herb. 
SQU). Grey-green perennial herb, profusely branching from the base. Leaves crowded. Common in 
saline and sandy areas. 

Harsusi: schwayla. 


Hildebrandtia africana V atke 

Dhofar: Miller 6115, 7156 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12740/6 (BM,ON). 

Dioecious shrub. Recognised by the outer 2 sepals which are enlarged and almost hide the corolla. 
Stigma lobed. Found in the dry woodlands and on slopes with Euphorbia balsamifera and Anogeissus 
dhofarica. 

Jibbali: etebin. 


Ipomoea is represented by 9 species. Except for I. pes-caprae and I. aquatica, all other species are 
annuals with weak, climbing or trailing stems, usually climbing over shrubs. Flowering after the rains. 


Key to the species of Ipomoea 
1 Leaves with a lobed margin 


2 Leaves bilobed I. pes-caprae 
2 Leaves 3-5-lobed 


a3 
3 Calyx glabrous. Leaves palmately lobed, lobes 5 (3). Corolla purple to 


red-purple (c. 40 mm) I. cairica 
3 Calyx densely pilose. Leaves 3-5-lobed 
4 Flowers pink to purple (up to 20 mm). Leaves densely white-woolly beneath I. aitonii 
4 Flowers pale blue (30-50 mm). Leaves pubescent I. nil 
1 Leaves ovate or hastate, not lobed 
5 Flowers in subsessile axillary clusters I. eriocarpa 


5 Flowers not in axillary clusters 
6 Aquatic herb. Stem rooting at the nodes. Leaves lanceolate to oblong, base hastate. (Flowers 


blue-mauve or white) I. aquatica 

6 Terrestrial herbs. Stems and leaves not as above 
7 Flowers light yellow (c. 35 mm) I. obscura 
7 Flowers pink-white (up to 20 mm) I. sinensis 
7 Flowers mauve-purple (50-70 mm) I. turbinata 


Ipomoea aitonii Lindley 

( Syn.: C. arachnosperma Welw.) 

Dhofar: Vesey-Fitzgerald 12362/4 (BM,ON); Miller 6120, 7587 (E,ON). 

Climbing annual, stems with long hispid hairs. Leaves 3-lobed, cordate (rarely entire), white-woolly 
beneath. Recorded from Dhofar on the coastal cliffs and Wadi Hinna. 


Ipomoea aquatica Forsskal 

N. Oman: Simms s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU); Dhofar: Ghazanfar 1605 (Herb. SQU, ON). 

Perennial aquatic herb. Stems trailing, glabrous. Flowers up to 40 mm, blue-mauve (wild) or white 
(cultivated). Grows by the edges of water pools. I have collected the wild form from Wadi Darbat in 
Dhofar. The above record from Dhofar is the first for Oman. 


Ipomoea batatas (L.) Lam. 
Cultivated. Sweet potato. 


Ipomoea eriocarpa R. Br. 
N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1569 (Herb. SQU,ON). 


Annual or perennial climber with a slender pubescent stem. Flowers pale purple to lilac, up to 10 mm, 
subsessile, 4-5 in a cluster. Calyx and capsule white pilose. In cultivated beds and tree pits. The above 
collection is the first record of the species from Oman. 


Ipomoea cairica (L.) Sweet 

Dhofar: Miller 2585, 2260 (E,ON). 

Climbing annual with palmately lobed leaves, leaflets 3-5. Flowers pruple or red-purple, c. 40 mm. 
Occurs in the wet escarpment mountains. 

Jibbali: asiyot, asi. 


Ipomoea nil (L.) Roth. 

Dhofar: Miller & Whitcombe 2073 (E,ON); Ash 129 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12362/3 (BM,ON). 
Annual climber with 3-5-lobed leaves. Sepals bristly pilose-hairy. Flowers pale blue. Occurs in the wet 
escarpment woodlands, in shady and moist locations. 

Jibbali: kemerot. 


Ipomoea obscura (L.) Ker.-Gawl. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3982 (K,ON); Mandaville 6396 (BM,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 383 (E,ON); Miller 
7573 (E,ON). 

Climbing annual with ovate, cordate leaves. Flowers yellow with a dark purple centre. Often found in 
date plantations in northern Oman. 

Jibbali: senin, seman. 


Ipomoea palmata Forsskal 
Cultivated. 
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Ipomoea pes-caprae (L.) R. Br. 
(Syn.: I. biloba Forsskal). 


Dhofar: Maconochie 3016 (BM,ON); (K,ON); Stanley-Price 281 (ON); Ghazanfar s.n. (Herb. SQU, Cult. 

Hortus SQU); Halaniyat Islands: Lamki 007 (ON). 

Trailing perennial with distinctly bilobed leaves. Flowers purple. Found on the coastal sands in southern 
Oman. Cultivated widely throughout Oman by cuttings; the cultivated forms do not set seed in northern 

Oman. 

Arabic: dibaiya; Jibbali: deri, zere. 


Ipomoea sinensis (Desr.) Choisy 

(incl. subsp. blepharosepala (Hochst. ex A.Rich.) Meeuse) 

Dhofar: Miller 6162 (E,K,ON); Ash 122 (E,ON). 

Annual climber with ovate, cordate leaves, margin ciliate. Flowers pink-white, up to 20 mm. Occurs in 
the wet escarpment mountains. 


Ipomoea turbinata Lag. 

Dhofar: Miller 7501 (E,ON); McLeish 385 (E). 

Annual climber, stems glabrous. Sepals with a fleshy caudate awn. Corolla mauve to purple (50-70 
mm). In the wet escarpment mountains. 


Merremia somalensis (Vatke) Hallier 

Dhofar: Miller 7793 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12810/8 (BM,ON); McLeish 913 (E,ON). 

Annual herb with long prostrate stems and orange flowers. Flowering after the rains in the wet 
escarpment mountains. 


Seddera glomerata (Balf.f.) O. Schwartz 

Dhofar: Miller 6342, 7663 (E,ON). 

Both this and the next species are perennial shrubs, with silvery-grey leaves. Occurs in dry areas, at the 
edge of the Euphorbia balsamifera zone. 


Seddera latifolia Steud. & Hochst. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6267 a (BM,ON); Gallagher 7499/1 (E,ON); Dhofar: Maconochie 3568 (BM,ON). 
In dry, sandy and gravelly habitats. 


Seddera cf. secundiflora Jaub. & Spach 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9095 (E,ON). 


Stictocardia macalusoi (Mattei) Verdc. 

Dhofar: McLeish 379 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1590 (Herb. SQU). 

A perennial shrub, distinguished by its cordate, dark green leaves covered by black glands on the under 
surface. Flowers purple, c. 45 mm. Usually found along the edges of pools and other water bodies in 
Dhofar. 


Crassulaceae 
Kalanchoe sp. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Cruciferae 
A checklist of the species and key to the genera (with illustrations) of the Arabian Peninsula is given by 
I.C. Hedge and R.A. King (1983). Indumentum (hairy covering) is a useful character in the identification 


of the Arabian genera. Genera either lack indumentum or the indumentum is simple or is stellate. See 
also Hedge & King (1983) for other references. 
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Anastatica hierochuntica L. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4082 (K,ON); Ghazanfar 533 (Herb. SQU). 
Annual prostrate herb, distinct when dry with its dichotomously branched stems which are rolled inwards. 
Indumentum stellate. Common in the foothills in sand and gravelly soils, coming up after the rains. The 
inrolled branches expand when wet. 
Harsusi: kareusha. 


Arabis nova Vill. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4152 (K,ON); C. Oman: Fox 486 (Herb. YAL). 

Annual herb. Leaves few, bluntly toothed. Flowers white, in 5-10-flowered racemes. Occurs in rocky 
areas. 


Brassica juncea (L.) Czern. 
Cultivated. Rai. 


Brassica rapa L. 
Cultivated. Sarson. 
Often found as an escape. 


Cakile arabica Velen. et Bornm. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Mandaville 7226 (BM); Ash 41 (E?,ON). 

Annual herb with erect to ascending stems, branching dichotomously. Leaves lobed. Flowers blue to 
pink, in racemes. In sandy and grazed places. Probably undercollected. 


Cardaria draba (L.) Desv. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Ash 39 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1797 (Herb. SQU). 


Perennial herb with sessile, obovate to spathulate leaves. Flowers white, on corymbose racemes. Siliqua 
cordate. Occuring in sandy habitats. 


Clypeola aspera (Grauer.) Turrill 

N. Oman: Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4160 (K,ON). 

Delicate annual with sessile, lanceolate leaves. Flowers yellow. Siliqua suborbicular, densely pilose. 
Usually in sandy wadi beds. 


Coronopus didymus (L.) Smith 
Hedge & King (Checklist, 1983). 
Annual herb with diffuse stems. Basal leaves rosulate. Siliqua bilobed (1.5 x 2.5 mm). 


Diplotaas cf. erucoides (L.) DC. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Diplotaas harra (Forsskal) Boiss. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6416 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 869 (Herb. SQU); Radcliffe-Smith 3822 (K,ON); Miller 
& Nyberg 9585 (E,ON); Dhofar: Maconochie 2999 (BM,ON); McLeish 198 (E,ON). 

Erect annual herb. Leaves dentate. Flowers bright yellow, in racemes, fragrant. Siliqua oblong-linear. 
Common after the rains in the northern foothills. 

Arabic: khawshyan; Jibbali: gasor, gasar. 


Eremobium aegyptiacum (Spreng.) Aschers. & Schweinf. ex Boiss. 
N. Oman: Thesiger s.n. (BM,ON). 
Arabic: rahadh. 


Eruca hispanica (L.) Druce 

N. Oman: Musandam, Ash 280, 235 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 4084 (K,ON). 

Annual herb with erect stems. Leaves somewhat fleshy. Basal leaves subrosulate. Flowers mauve. 
Siliqua torulose. Usually in stony and gravelly places. 
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Erucaria crassifolia (Forsskal) Del. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Clarke 21 (ON). 


Erucania sp. nov. 
N. Oman: Collenette 8064 (E,ON). 


Erucastrum arabicum Fisch. & Mey. ex Boiss. 
N. Oman: Miller & Whitcombe (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 


Farsetia aegyptiaca Turra 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7969/9 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 867 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4116 
(KON). 

Perennial herb with grey-green stems. Flowers dull orange, ascending, in few-flowered racemes. Siliqua 
compressed, oblong-elliptic, with a membranous septum. Seeds winged. Found in the foothills of the 
northern mountains. 

Arabic: masharni, hibab. 


Farsetia arabica L. Boulos 
Dhofar: Miller 6049 (E,K,ON). 
Woody perennial. Stems erect. Leaves entire. Endemic to Dhofar. 


Farsetia dhofarica Jonsell & A.G. Miller 

C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9473 (E,ON); Tear & Forrester 385 (Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 7622 (E,ON) 
2739 (E); Lawton 1993 (K); Miller & Nyberg 9422 (E, ON); Popov 68/53 (Holotype UPS). 

Endemic to Dhofar. 
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Farsetia latifolia Jonsell & A.G. Miller 

Dhofar: Miller 6257 (E,ON); Gallagher 6898/3 (E,ON); Maconochie 3542 (ON); Mcleish 452 (E); Lawton 
1932, 1932 (K); Miller 2714 (E); Miller & Nyberg 9065 (E,ON); Miller 2404 (Holotype E; Isotype UPS). 
Perennial with a woody base. Flowers white to tinged pink. Endemic to Dhofar. 


Farsetia linearis Decne. ex Boiss. 
N. Oman: Ferrand 10 (E,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 460 (E,ON). 


Farsetia longisiliqua Decne. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4194 (K,ON); Dhofar Miller & Nyberg 9335 (E,ON). 


Farsetia stylosa T. Anders. 

(Syn.: F. ramosissima Hochst.) 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3392 (BM,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-399 (BSB,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 
7802/2 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3948 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 190, 122, 140 (ON, Herb. YAL). 
Arabic: haslhob, gharegha, hashaan; Harsusi: gharegha. 


Lepidium sativum L. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4111 (K,ON). 
Cultivated? 


Malcolmia africana (L.) R.Br. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4156 (K,ON). 

Erect annual. Leaves entire to sinuate. Flowers pale pink to mauve, in lax racemes. Siliqua cylindric, 
yellow. In sandy wadi banks. 


Morettia parviflora Boiss. 

N. Oman: Cope 170 (K,ON); Maconochie 3230 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 663 (Herb. SQU); Wahiba Sands, 
Cope 12 (K,ON). 

Grey-green annual herb, branching from the base. Flowers white. Common in the foothills, where it 
flowers from December to February. 

Arabic: hafra. 


Morettia philaeana (Del.) DC. 

(Syn.: M. asperima Boiss.) 

N. Oman: Miller 6653 (E,ON); Whitcombe 74 (E?,ON); Siddiqa 1 (ON). 

Annual herb. Differs from the previous species in its yellowish-green leaves with rough stellate 
indumentum. Flowers white or yellow. In sandy and gravelly locations and in wadi beds. 


Moricandia sinaica (Boiss.) Boiss. 

Dhofar: McLeish 631 (E,ON). 

Perennial woody based herb. Leaves fleshy, obovate to ovate, the upper leaves amplexicaul. Flowers 
pink to violet. Siliqua linear, ascending. Found in gravelly wadi beds. 


Notoceras bicome (Ait.) Caruel 

N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 64 (E,ON). 

Annual herb with ascending, hairy stems. Flowers white, in racemes. Siliqua oblong, cylindric, 
pubescent, the valves ending in a horn at the apex. 


Physorhynchus chamaerapistrum (Boiss.) Boiss. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6186 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 602 (Herb. SQU). 

Tall annual herb, up to 30 cm. Leaves somewhat fleshy, distantly placed on the divaricate flowering 
stems. Flowers purple-blue. Siliqua subglobose, beaked. Common in the foothills and lower slopes of 
the northern mountains. 

Arabic: kawfig, khafij. 


Raphanus sativus L. 
Cultivated. Radish. 


Savignya parviflora (Del.) Webb 
Hedge & Kay (Checklist, 1983). 


Annual herb with ascending to erect stems. Flowers white to pinkish. Siliqua broadly elliptic, 
compressed, beaked at he apex. 


Sinapis arvensis L. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Ash 40 (E,ON). 

Annual herb with hispid stems. Lower leaves lyrate-pinnate. Flowers yellow, in racemes. Siliqua 
subcylindrical, torulose with a membranous seplp;otum. 


Sisymbrium erysimoides Desf. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3259 (E?,ON); Thesiger s.n. (BM,ON); Musandam, Braund 113 (E,ON). 
Annual herb. Lower leaves lyrate-pinnatifid, upper few and distantly placed. Flowers yellow-white, in 
ascending racemes. Siliqua linear-cylindric, torulose. In sandy and gravelly places. 

Arabic: maharraqa. 


Sisymbrium irio L. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-223 (BSB,ON). 

Differs from the previous species in its filiform pedicels, longer than those of S. erysimoides. Basal 
leaves pinnately lobed. Flowers yellow. Usually in sandy locations. 


Zilla spinosa (L.) Prantl 

N. Oman: Musandam, Ash 233 (E,ON). 

Perennial low shrub, with spiny, leafless branches. Flowers purple to pinkish-blue. Siliqua globose with 
a spiny beak. Recognized from other spiny shrubs by its flowers which are with 4 petals. 


Species indet. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3234 (E?,ON). 
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Cucurbitaceae 


Citrullus colocynthis (L.) Schrad. 
N. Oman: Ghazanfar 517 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Braund 30 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 156 


(Herb. YAL); Miller & Nyberg 9512 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7624 (E,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 
1543 (Herb. SQU). Annual herb with prostrate trailing stems, densely scabrous. Leaves lobed. Fruit 
globose, about 4 cm in diameter, fleshy, indehiscent, green and yellow mottled. Flesh very bitter. 
Common in sandy habitats. The whole plant is used medicinally. 

Arabic: handal; Jibbali: suri, serew; (fruit) hediget, hedej; Harsusi: hagait, hobel. 


Citrullus lanatus (Thunb.) Matsum. & Nakai 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6143 (BM). 
Cultivated. 

Arabic: joh. 


Corallocarpus epigaeus (Rottl.) Hook.f. ex Clarke 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1843 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Miller 6066, 7724 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9173 
(E,ON). 

Monoecious perennial with climbing or trailing stems. Leaves 3-5-lobed. Tendrils present. Fruit ovoid, 
red at the base. In sandy habitats. 


Cucumis melo L. 
Cultivated. Watermelon. 
Arabic: batikh; Jibbali: fekoz. 


Cucumis prophetarum L. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6154 (BM,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 18 (K,ON); C. Oman: Spalton 490 (Herb. 
YAL); Dhofar: Ghazanfar s.n. (Herb. SQU); Miller & Nyberg 9510 (E,ON); Halaniyat Islands: Miller 6346 
(E,ON). Monoecious annual, with trailing or climbing stems. Leaves lobed. Fruit globose, green and 
yellow striped, softly echinate. In sandy habitats. 


Cucumis sativus L. 
Cultivated. Cucumber. 
Arabic: khigar, Jibbali: ahseba, elhuti. 


Cucurbita pepo L. 
Cultivated. Pumpkin. 


Dendrosicyos socotrana Balf. f. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Kedrostis glomeruliflora (Defl.) C. J-ffrey 
(Syn.: Corallocarpus glomeruliflorus Defl.) 


Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9042 (E,ON). 


Luffa acutangula (L.) Roxb. 

Dhofar: Miller 7519 (E,ON); Maconochie 3002 (ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 1232/11 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 1509 
(Herb. SQU). 

Annual climber with angular stems. Leaves entire or palmately 5-lobed. Fruit cylindrical to ellipsoid, up 
to 40 cm, dry and fibrous, splitting when dry. Occurs in the escarpment woodlands, climbing over trees. 
Commonly cultivated. 

Arabic: lufa; Jibbali: misi, isi. 


Mormordica balsamina L. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3882 (K,ON). 

Trailing or climbing herb. Flowers pale-yellow. Fruit green, ripening red. Seeds white, with a bright 
orange aril. 
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Zehneria anomala C. Jeffrey 
Dhofar: McLeish 254 (E,ON). 
Twining herb, climbing by tendrils. A single specimen at ON , without flowers or fruit. 


Cuscutaceae 


Cuscuta planiflora Ten. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Ash 259 (E,ON); Braund 35 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Parasitic climber. Often parasitic on vegetables and fodder plants and fruit trees in farms. 


Cynomoriaceae 


Cynomorium coccineum L. 

N. Oman: Webster s.n. (ON); C. Oman: Miller 6525 (E,ON); Stanley-Price 254 (E,ON, Herb. YAL); 
Gardner s.n. (Herb. SQU, spirit); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Parasitic herb, fleshy. Distinct is its red inflorescence. Parasitic on salt bushes and other coastal plants. 
Fruit edible. (See Miller & Morris, 1988). 

Arabic: tarthuth, beesayl; Harsusi: shakhal, beesayl. 


Dipsacaceae 


Scabiosa olivieri Coult. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7972/2 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 70 (E,ON). 

Annual herb, with very distinctive flowers each of which surrounded by a large involucre expanding above 
into the corona. Not common. In dry sandy areas. 


Ebenaceae 


Euclea schimperi (A.DC.) Dandy 

Dhofar: Miller 7031a (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1508 (Herb. SQU). 

Small dioecious shrub or tree with pendant racemes of creamy white flowers. Calyx and corolla 4-lobed. 
Fruit a globose berry, black when ripe, edible. Grows in the wet escarpment mountains. 


Euphorbiaceae 


Acalypha indica L. 
Dhofar: Miller 2283 (E,ON); McLeish 352 (E,ON). 


A distinct species with crenate leaves and cordate bracts. Spikes pendant. Usually grows in shady 
locations. 


Jibbali: reweteh, metelig. 


Andrachne aspera Spreng. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3341 (E,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-368 (BSB,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2292 (E,ON). 
Small shrub, branching from the base. 

This and the next species of Andrachne can be distinguished by their leaves which are orbicular and 
flowers in axillary inflorescences in A. aspera and ovate leaves and generally solitary flowers in A. 
telephioides. Both species occur in gravelly, stony and sandy locations. 


Andrachne telephioides L. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7972/9 (E,ON); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 386 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 
2205 (E,ON). 
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Delicate herb, glabrous, with almost prostrate branches. 
Harsusi: kubdanayt. 


Chrozophora oblongifolia (Del.) A. Juss. ex Spreng. 

N. Oman: Ferrand 11 (E,ON); Edmondson 3480 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 57 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: 
Cope 144 (K,ON); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 389 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 6387 (E,ON); 
Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1532 (Herb. SQU). 

Perennial grey-green shrub with distinct 3-lobed, muricate fruit. Common. Used in herbal medicines. 
Arabic: tannum, tinib; Harsusi: tenemayt, simarayhh. 


Croton confertus Baker 

Dhofar: Miller 7631 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12360/3 (BM,ON). 

Large monoecious shrub with stellate pubescence. Fruit densely stellate-hairy. Commonly occuring in 
the wet escarpment woodlands. 

Jibbali: hor. 


Dalechampia scandens L. 
var. cordofana (Hochst. ex Rich.) Muell.-Arg. 
Dhofar: Miller 7026, 2282 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9159 (E,ON). 
Scrambling herb with 3-lobed leaves. Sepals of the female flowers 6(-10)-pinnatifid. Occurs in the 
gravelly or sandy plains in Dhofar. 


The genus Euphorbia can be recognised by the presence of a specialized inflorescence called a cyathium. 
Each cyathium has a single pistillate flower surrounded by 4 (5) staminate cymes, each flower 
represented by a single stamen. The bracts are modified to form an involucre with nectaries at the tips. 
A white milky latex is present in the stems which exudes out if the stem is broken. 


Key to the species of Euphorbia 


1 Trees, shrubs and herbs, leafy 
2 Perennial trees, shrubs or herbs 
3 Tree, deciduous (c. 5 m). (Leaves obovate, alternate. Cyathia terminal, in group of 3’s) E. smithii 
3. Shrubs or herbs 
4 Tall shrub, c. 2 m tall. Leaves appearing whorled E. cuneata 
4 Small shrubs, less than 2 m tall 
5 Stems thick and fleshy, often covered with leaf scars. Roots tuberous 
6 Leaves crowded at the apex 
7 Small plant (3-6 cm), stem unbranched. Leaves 3-4 E. hadramautica 
7 Branched shrub (20-50 cm), leafy E. balsamifera subsp. adenensis 
6 Leaves not crowded at the apex 
8 Cyathium solitary 
9 Leaves lanceolate to linear-lanceolate. Involucral glands 2 E. longituberculosa 
9 Leaves broadly ovate to orbicular. Involucral glands 3 or 4 E. orbiculifolia 
8 Cyathia in groups. (Leaves obovate to suborbicular. Plant up to 30 cm) E. pirottae 
5 Stems not fleshy, but somewhat rigid and zig zag, tinged red, leafy. Roots not tuberous 
E. nebeckii 
2 Annual herbs 
10 Apical branches forming pseudo-umbels 
11 Leaves subtending the pseudo-umbellate rays, 3. Pseudo-umbel 3-rayed. (Stem leaves 
elliptic-obovate to orbicular. Cyathia pedunculate) E. peplus 
11 Leaves subtending the pseudo-umbels 3-5. Pseudo-umbels 3-5-rayed 
12 Stem leaves obovate-spathulate, obtuse at apex. Pseudo-umbel leaves 5. Cyathia sessile, 


green E. helioscopia 
12 Stem leaves oblanceolate to linear oblanceolate, acute at apex. Pseudo-umbel leaves 3-5. 
Cyathia subsessile, yellow E. falcata 


10 Apical branches not forming pseudo-umbels 
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13 Cyathia in terminal clusters. (Tall herb, leaves with dentate or serrate margins. Upper leaves 
red or purple at the base) E. heterophylla 
13 Cyathia axillary 
14 Cyathium solitary 


15 Fruit pubescent. Small prostrate plant with very small leaves (up to 8 mm) E. granulata 
15 Fruit glabrous. Plant + erect. Leaves bigger E. serpens 
14 Cyathia in clusters 

16 Cyathia in sessile, axillary clusters. Glands white E. arabica 

16 Cyathia on short axillary shoots 
17 Leaves with serrate margins. Clusters sessile E. indica 
17 Leaves with entire margins. Clusters pedunculate E. hirta 

1 Aphyllous shrubs (leaves caducous). Stems green, thick or succulent 

18 Stems succulent, 3(-5)-angled with paired spines on the ridges E. cactus 


18 Stems without spines 
19 Branches more or less at right angles to the main stem. Cyathia terminal, the central sessile, 


surrounded by 3-5 pedunculate cyathia E. schimpen 
19 Branches not at right angles to the main stem. Cyathia 3, the central sessile, lateral 2 
pedunculate E. larica 
20 Apical branches spreading. Cyathia not solitary, pedicel 1 mm. Capsule c. 7 mm broad, green, 
becoming red E. dhofarensis 
20 Apical branches not spreading. Cyathium solitary, sessile. Capsule c. 5 mm broad, green, 
becoming brown E. masirahensis 


Euphorbia arabica Hochst. & Steud. ex Boiss. 


N. Oman: Gallagher 7975/9 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 900 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Miller 7557 (E,ON). 
Occurs in gravelly habitats. 


Euphorbia balsamifera Ait. 

subsp. adenensis (Defl.) Bally 
Dhofar: Miller 7513 (E,ON); Maconochie 2877 (K,ON); Ghazanfar 1449 (Herb. SQU). 
A common perennial shrub, with the leaves forming rosettes at the tips of branches. Restricted to 
Dhofar where it forms the dominant species between the wet escarpment mountains and the drier areas. 
Dhofari Arabic: tikedoha; Jibbali: tiskot, tahekot, tahkot, tikedoha, kedhut, (fruit) ja a mutti. 


Euphorbia cactus Ehrenb. ex Boiss. 
Dhofar: Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU); Miller & Nyberg 9402 (E,ON). 


A ’cactus’ like species. It forms large clumps on the rocky foothills and exposed cliffs of the escarpment 
mountains and in the Euphorbia balsamifera zone. 
Jibbali: zuger. 


Euphorbia cuneata V ah) 
Dhofar: McLeish 638 (E,ON). 
The above record is the first for Oman. 


Euphorbia dhofarensis S. Carter 

Dhofar: Miller 7162, 6058 (E,K); Radcliffe-Smith 5412 (K); Miller 7245 (Holotype K; Isotype E). 
Perennial shrub, similar to E. /arica but smaller with more spreading branches. Distinguished by its 
capsules which are red at maturity. Endemic to Dhofar. 


Euphorbia falcata L. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3045a (E,ON). 


Annual herb with alternate light green leaves. Collected from Dhahirah (western Oman) in an irrigated 
date garden. 


Euphorbia granulata Forsskal 

N. Oman: Maconochie 2853 (BM,ON); Aucher-Eloy 5304 (K); Musandam, Braund 4 (E,ON); Wahiba 
Sands: Gallagher 7775/7 (E,K,ON); C.Oman: Stanley-Price 119 (E,ON, Herb. YAL); Miller & Nyberg 
9475 (E,ON). Common annual herb with prostrate stems. Leaves variable in size but very small, 
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opposite. Usually occurs in sandy soils, also found by roadsides, in disturbed and irrigated areas. 
Jibbali: henum d ezen; Harsusi: kibdunayt, kubadanate. 


Euphorbia hadramautica Baker 

(Syn.: E. oblongicaulis Baker) 

Dhofar: Gallagher 6978/4 (E,ON); Maconochie 3547 (K,ON); Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SOU); Bent, 
s.n. (Holotype K). 

A distinct species with a single small (3-6 cm) succulent stem. Occurs in rock crevices on the lower 
slopes and foothills and in the E. balsamifera zone. 

Jibbali: kertib eda an, kertib a adob, kertib adoneb. 


Euphorbia helioscopia L. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3188 (E,ON). 

Annual herb of irrigated date gardens. Similar to E. falcata, but smaller and with denticulate leaf 
margins. 


Euphorbia heterophylla L. 
N. Oman: Ash 222, 105 (E,ON). 
A weed of cultivated areas. Leaves 3-nerved at the base. 


Euphorbia hirta L. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3041 (E,ON). 
In cultivated and irrigated places. 


Euphorbia indica Lam. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3221 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 118 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller & Whitcombe 120 
(E,ON). Erect annual herb with opposite leaves. Found in irrigated and cultivated areas. 


Euphorbia larica Boiss. 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar & Evangelista 737 (Herb. SQU); Mandaville 6176 (BM,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 901 
(E,ON); Gallagher 8021 (E,ON). 

Perennial shrub, forming large clumps. Distinct in its capsules which are light brown with purple lines 
on the sutures. Common on the footills of the northern mountains, often on rocky slopes. 

Arabic: isbaq; Jibbali: mot, hebsinut, ba’al ejosot. 


Euphorbia longituberculosa Hochst. ex Boiss. 
Dhofar: Miller 7279A (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9207B (E,ON). 
Perennial with a tuberous rootstock. Occurs in rocky areas in the foothills of the escarpment mountains. 


Euphorbia masirahensis Ghazanfar 

Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1374 (Herb. SQU, ON; Cult. Hortus SQU; Rappenhoener OM91-54 (ON,B); 
Ghazanfar 1515 (Holotype B; Isotypes E,K,ON, Herb. SQU). 

Common on the rocky slopes of Jabal Dawwah (NE central mountains) in Masirah, forming low, bluish- 
green shrubs, 1-1.5 m in diameter. Endemic to Masirah Island. 


Euphorbia orbiculifolia S. Carter 

Dhofar: Maconochie 3522 (K,ON); Miller 6160 (Holotype K; Isotype E). 

Perennial shrub, to 20 cm, with a succulent stem. Similar to E. /ongituberculosa, but distinguished by its 
orbicular leaves, larger cyathia and 3 or 4 involucral glands. Collected from a single locality, in a rocky 
wadi. Endemic to Dhofar. (See Kew Bull. 45(4):653 (1990)). 


Euphorbia peplus L. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7487/1 (E,ON); Edmondson 3045b (E,ON). 
Annual herb found in irrigated date gardens. 


Euphorbia pirottae Terrac. 
(Syn.: E. gorini Chiov.) 
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Dhofar: Miller 7276 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9121 (E,ON). 
Semi-succulent perennial arising from a tuberous rootstock. 


Euphorbia pulcherima Willd. ex Klotzsch 


Cultivated. 


Euphorbia niebeckii Pax 

C. Oman: Stanley-Price 153 (E,ON,YAL); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7380/1 (E,ON). 

Woody perennial occuring in the sandy deserts, forming low mounds. Distinct in its zig-zag, reddish- 
brown stems. 

Harsusi: gishenb. 


Euphorbia schimperi Presl 

Dhofar: Miller 7242 (E); ?Miller & Nyberg 9344 (E,ON). 
Succulent perennial shrub (See Miller & Morris, 1988). 
Jibbali: emteyg. 


Euphorbia serpens Kunth 
N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 25 (E,ON). 
A single specimen, not very well preserved. 


Euphorbia smithi S. Carter 

Dhofar: Miller 7577 (E,ON), 2392, 2492, 2176 (E,K,ON); Veset-Fitzgerald 12328/6 (BM,ON); Radcliffe- 
Smith 5107 (Holotype K). 

Deciduous tree, common on the escarpment mountains. Often confused with Commiphora species in its 
vegetative state, because of its peeling bark. Can be distinguished by the presence of its white latex. 
(See Miller & Morris, 1988). Endemic to Dhofar. 

Dhofari Arabic: hebek; Jibbali: hoik, hebsinut. 


Euphorbia tirucalli L. 


Cultivated. 


Euphorbia aff. uzmuk S. Carter & J.R.I. Wood 
Dhofar: Miller 7656 (E,ON); McLeish 639 (E,ON). 


Doubtful Species 


Euphorbia schimpenriana Scheele 
N. Oman: Mandaville (Checklist, 1977); Whitcombe & Miller (Premin. Checklist, 1984). 
No material at ON. Records needs confirmation. 


Flueggea virosa (Roxb. ex Willd.) Voight 
Dhofar: Miller 7039 (E,ON). 


Perennial shrub. Leaves obovate to suborbicular, glabrous. Flowers in axillary clusters. Flound in the 
escarpment woodlands. 


Jatropha dhofarica Radcliffe-Smith 

Dhofar: Miller 7676 (E,UPS,ON); Miller 7014 (E); Maconochie 3624 (E,ON); Miller 2393 (E,ON); 
Radcliffe-Smith 5116 (Holotype K). 

Shrub or subshrub with a clear or red latex. Leaves 5-7-palmately lobed. Stipules divided into linear 
segments. Found in the escarpment woodlands, from the mountains to the coast. Endemic to Dhofar. 
Dhofari Arabic: zeberwot, zebrot; Jibbali: zirot, zebrot. 


Jatropha integerima Jacq. 

(Syn.: Jatropha pandunfolia Andr.) 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Cultivated? 
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Jatropha pelargoniifolia Courb. 

(Syn.: J. gandulosa Vahl) 

Dhofar: Miller 7190 (E,K,ON); Miller 2307 (E); Maconochie 3515 (E,ON). 
Shrub with densely hairy leaves. Occuring in the dry low hills in Dhofar. 


Meineckia phyllanthoides Baill. 

subsp. phyllanthoides 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9373 (E,ON); Miller 6077, 7177 (E,ON); Maconochie 3020 (ON). 
Perennial shrub. Stems and leaves glabrous. Flowers on delicate pedicels. Sepals yellow. 


Phyllanthus amarus Schum. & Thonn. 

Dhofar: Dalibard & Whitcombe 30 (E,ON); Miller 6093 (E). 

Glabrous annual herb. Male and female flowers occurring together in some axils. Sepals 5. Occurs in 
sandy habitats. 

Jibbali: heremerum. 


Phyllanthus maderaspatensis L. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7487 (E,ON); Ash 221 (E,ON). 

Annual herb. Leaves scabrous, oblanceolate. Upper part of the stem with only female flowers. Sepals 6. 
Occurs in cultivated areas. Weedy. 


Phyllanthus nirun L. 
Dhofar: Vesey-Fitzgerald 1232/2 (BM,ON). 


Phyllanthus rotundifolius Klein 

? Maconochie 2949 (E?,ON). 

A doubtful species, represented by a single collection, locality not known. Annual herb. Leaves obovate- 
orbicular. 


Phyllanthus indet. 
Miller & Nyberg 9039 (E,ON). 


Ricinus communis L. 
var. africana Muell.-Arg. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6177 (BM,ON); Dhofar: Ghazanfar 1616 (Herb. SQU). 
Large woody herb (up to 3 m) with branched hollow stems. Fruit with fleshy bristles, red when ripe. 
Occuring in wadis and irrigated date gardens, often by water. Often forming large stands. 
Arabic: arash; Jibbali: junijund, tifseh. 


Fabaceae 


Alhagi maurorum Medik. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3462 (BM,ON); Miller 6005 (E,ON). 

Spinescent shrub with rose-crimson flowers. Occurs in the coastal areas on the Batinah. Frequently 
found in cultivated fruit farms. 

Arabic: agool, agul. 


Alysicarpus glumaceus (Vahl) DC. 
N. Oman: Ash 149 (E,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 709, 689 (E,ON). 
Pods distinctly constricted between the articles and ridged transversely. 


Alysicarpus vaginalis (L.) DC. 
Dhofar: Miller 2599, 2169 (E,ON); McLeish 921 (E,ON); Maconochie 3196 (K,ON). 
Distinguished by its pods which are obscurely constricted between the articles. Flowers orange to purple. 
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Not recorded from northern Oman. It is perhaps overlooked. 
Arabic: hareyr. 


Alysicarpus longifolius (Rottl. ex Spreng.) Wight & Arnott 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Pods distinctly constricted between the articles. 


Argyrolobium crotalanioides Jaub. & Spach 

N. Oman: Mandaville 7640 (BM,ON),. 

Small shrub, Leaves trifoliate. Flowers yellow. So far collected only from Jabal Aswad, in the eastern 
Hajar (c. 2000 m). 

Arabic: sakham. 


Argyrolobium roseum (Camb.) Jaub. & Spach 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3676 (K,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-142, 37, 468, 101 (BSB,ON); Musandam, 
Braund 16 (E,ON); Dhofar: Maconochie 3588 (BM,ON). 

Prostrate annual herb. Flowers dark red with white stripes at the base. Commonly occuring after the 
rains, in stony and gravelly wadi beds. 


Species of Astragalus can be recognised by their pinnate leaves, rarely unifoliate or trifoliate. 
Inflorescence is racemose or the flowers are solitary, usually pink, violet or yellow. Wings and keel 
petals are usually with long claws. Stamens 9+1. Fruiting calyx sometimes inflated. Pod partly or 
completely bilocular. 


Key to the species of Astragalus 


1 Spiny shrub. Spines alternate. Fruiting calyx inflated. (Flowers pink) A. fasciculifolius 
1 Unarmed herbs and shrubs 
2 Stems with black and white hairs. Pod corrugated A. cormugatus 


2 Hairs white. Pod not corrugated 
3 Pod grooved, curved 
4 Leaflets elliptic-oblong, pubescent. Pod with short appressed and long spreading hairs. 


(Pod 15-30 mm, 12-20-seeded) A. hauarensis 
4 Leaflets obovate to ovate-clliptic, hairs spreading. Pod with spreading hairs. (Pod 12-25 mm, 
20-seeded) A. eremophilus 


3 Pod not grooved, straight 
5 Pod 6-10 mm 


6 Pod swollen at the base, stellately arranged on the stem A. tribuloides 
6 Pod not swollen at the base, densely pubescent, bilocular, not stellately arranged on the stem 

A. vogelii 

5S Pod 14-15 mm, (Pods stellately arranged on the stem. Pubescence patent) A. schimpen 


Astragalus corrugatus Bertol. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4078 (K,ON). 


Annual herb. Stems with black and white hairs. Pod 20-50 mm long, glabrous, corrugated. Flowering, 
as most other annual species, after the rains, from February to March. 


Astragalus eremophilus Boiss. 


N. Oman: Maconochie 3402 (BM,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-115 (BSB,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 93 
(E,ON, Herb. YAL). 


Stems and leaves white pilose. Pod 12-15 mm, white pilose. Usually in sandy and gravelly locations. 


Astragalus fasciculifolius Boiss. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6750 (BM,ON); Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4180 (K,ON); Hughes-Clarke 41 (ON). 
Spiny perennial. Leaves in fascicles of 2-5. In gravelly localities. 

Arabic: aanora. 
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Astragalus hauarensis Boiss. 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 801 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 90 (ON, Herb. YAL). 
Pods deeply grooved, curved, almost bilocular. In sandy areas. 


Astragalus schimperi Boiss. 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 455 (E,ON). 
Annual herb with prostrate stems. Leaflets pubescent. Flowers pink. 


Astragalus tribuloides Del. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3170 (E,ON); Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4121 (K,ON). 


Annual with ascending to decumbent stems. Leaflets with adpressed hairs. Flowers white or pale pink. 


Astragalus vogelii (Webb) Bornm. 
subsp. fatimensis Maire, Hedge & Podlech 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4074 (K,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-230 (BSB,ON); Ash 13 (E,ON); Wahiba 
Sands, Cope (Checklist, 1988). 
Annual with erect to ascending stems. Flowers pinkish. 


Cadia purpurea (Picc.) Aiton 
Dhofar: Whitcombe 490 (E,ON). 
Unarmed shrub with cream coloured flowers. Pods 12-13 cm, twisting on dehiscence. 


Ceratonia oreothauma Hillcoat 

subsp. oreothauma 
N. Oman: Carell, Fisher & Gardener s.n. (Herb. SQU). 
Small evergreen tree. Flowers unisexual, in long racemes. Pod slightly curved. Seeds embedded in pulp. 
Collected only from Jabal Aswad in the Eastern Hajar, where it grows in the wadis and summit areas, 
above 1500 m. 
Arabic: fiyu. 


Species of Crotalaria can be recognised by the leaves which are simple or trifoliate and generally 
stipulate. The standard petal is usually orbicular and the stamens are monadelphous. The pod is usually 
linear-oblong and is often inflated. The flowers are yellow or yellow-green with 5 large and 5 small 
anthers. The following key to the species of Crotalaria will help to distinguish the species present in 
Oman. 


Key to the species of Crotalaria 


1 Leafless shrubs. Branches rigid, ending in spines 
2 Branches arising at + right angles. Pod pubescent C. persica 
2 Branches arising at + acute angles. Pod glabrous C. aegyptiaca 
1 Leafy shrubs. Branches not rigid, not ending in spines 
3 Leaves simple (35-90 x 20 mm), retuse or mucronate at apex. Pod glabrous (25-45cm), 
linear-oblong, 15-20-seeded, stipitate. Annual C. retusa 
3 Leaves trifoliate, acute, apiculate. Pod pubescent, up to 12-seeded. Perennial 
4 Pod subglobose (c. 4 mm), 2-seeded. (Leaflets oblanceolate, 6-10 x 3-5 mm) 
C. medicaginea 
4 Pod not subglobose, up to 12-seeded. 
5 Pod flattened laterally (13-22 x 5-7 mm), membranous, c. 10-seeded. Keel 10-12 mm. Standard 


(petal) yellow with crimson veins C. leptocarpa 
5 Pod oblong-falcate, narrow at either end (18-20 x 4-5 cm), 8-12-seeded. Keel 10-12 mm, ciliate 
along the upper margin. Standard (petal) yellow C. saltiana 


Crotalaria aegyptiaca Benth. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3643 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 125 (K,ON); C. Oman: Maconochie 3423 
(BM,ON); Stanley-Price 225 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 6129 (E,ON); Kuria Muria Islands: A/- 
Lamki 004 (ON). 
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A common shrub in sandy and gravelly desert, found throughout Oman. 
Arabic: nizaar, Harsusi: al taib, owtaib. 


Crotalaria leptocarpa Balf. f. 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3562 (BM,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9248 (E,ON). 


Crotalaria medicaginea Lam. 
Dhofar: Miller 7576 (E,ON), Miller 6152 (E,ON); McLeish 918 (E,ON). 


Crotalaria persica (Burm. f.) Merrill 

N. Oman: Miller 6018 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 185, 176 (Herb. YAL); Gallagher 8112/1 (E?,ON); 
Dhofar: Gallagher & Hughes 7895/11 (E,ON). 

Very similar to C. aegyptiaca, differentiated by the characters given in the key. Grows in sandy and 
gravelly places. 

Harsusi: hayk, khaij. 


Crotalaria retusa L. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7836 (E,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 295 (E,ON); Miller 2401 (E,ON). 
Grows in open grassland, coastal areas, by roadsides and in moist, waste places. 


Crotalaria saltiana T. Anders 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Dalbergia sissoo Roxb. 

Cultivated. Occurs in Wadi Bani Alf (western Hajar) at a single locality where it was probably 
introduced and is now naturalised. 

Arabic: mays. 


Desmodium gangeticum (L.) DC. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Herbaceous to woody perennial. Leaves 1-foliolate. Pod with 7-8 articles. Flowers red to purple. 


Desmodium ospriostreblum Chiov. 

Dhofar: Miller 2166, 2396 (E,ON). 

Delicate annual herb, stems viscid. Leaves 3-foliolate. Pod with 3-5 (-7) articles, appearing curved. 
Flowers pink or pale-blue. Occurs on the escarpment woodlands. 


Ebenus stellata Boiss. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4039 (K,ON); Whitcombe 250 (ON); Ghazanfar 880 (Herb. SQU,ON). 
Perennial shrub, spinescent. Stipules densely pubescent. Very distinct in its orange-red flowers 
surrounded by spine-tipped bracts. Occurs on the Hajar mountains above 1800 m. Common. 
Arabic: jardan, kalban, kumil. 


Hippocrepis constricta Kuntze 

N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 139 (E,ON). 

Annual herb. Flowers in pedunculate heads. Pod flattened, up to 6-jointed, separating at maturity. In 
sandy depressions and wadi flows. 

Arabic: al baqooliyan. 


Hippocrepis unisiliquosa L. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4164 (K,ON). 

Annual herb. Flowers sessile or subsessile, solitary or 2, in leaf axils. Pods flattened, 4-12-jointed, not 
separating into joints at maturity. In sandy places and wadi flows. Flowering after the rains. 


In Oman, /ndigofera is a large genus represented by 17 species. Species of Indigofera are generally 
pubescent with biramous hairs. The wing petals are slightly coherent with the keel. The keel is gibbous 
on either side. Stamens 9+1. The flowers are pink or red and the pods are never inflated. 


Key to the species of Indigofera 


1 Leaves simple, ovate, cordate. (Pod 4-5 mm, densely pubescent, 2-seeded; seeds pitted) I. cordifolia 
1 Leaves imparipinnately compound, leaflets not as above 


2 Inflorescence axis spinescent 
3 Lateral branches ending in spines. Leaflets 3-7. Pod 10-14 x 2 mm, densely pubescent, up to 


5-seeded. Prostrate woody perennial, grey-green I. intricata 
3 Leaflets 3, strigose. Pod 15-20 mm x 1.8 mm, somewhat tetragonal, strigulose, 6-9-seeded. 
Intricately branched shrub, stems densely covered with stiff whitish hairs I. spinosa 


2 Inflorescences axis not spinescent 
4 Flowers in sessile to subsessile axillary heads. Pod + 2.5 mm, almost globose, 1-seeded. Plant 
white-pubescent I. nephrocarpa 
4 Flowers in peduncled racemes. Pod more than 1-seeded 
5 Hairs glandular. (Erect annual with biramous hairs. Pod 18-26 mm, appressed glandulaw) colutea 
5 Hairs eglandular (some glandular hairs present in J. oblongifolia, a perennial) 
6 Pod flattened 


7 Pod 5-10 x 4-6 mm, 2-5-seeded. (Prostrate woody herb. Leaflets 3(-5-7) I. arabica 
7 Pod 12-20 x 3-4 mm, 5-9-seeded with a transverse ridge between segments. (Annual, stems 
glabrous) I. hochstettent 


6 Pod not flattened 
8 Pod curved or torulose. Inflorescence a sessile raceme 
9 Pod 7-9 mm, 1-3-seeded, each 1-seeded portion globose. Leaflets 7, appressed grey 


pubescent on both surfaces I. articulata 
9 Pod 9-12 mm, 3-4-seeded, each 1-seeded portion not globose. Leaflets up to 11, pubescent 
below glabrous above or pubescent on both surfaces I. caerulea 


var. caerulea or var. occidentalis 
8 Pod straight 


10 Leaflets 3 
11 Pod 25-27 mm, spreading or deflexed, tetragonous, 6-10-seeded. (Erect undershrub, 
branches white canescent) I. trita 
11 Leaflets 3 I. phillipsiae 


10 Leaflets 3-11 
12 Leaflets 7-11. (Flowers red. Pod 9-13 mm long slightly curved, 4-6-seeded) —_. argentea 
12 Leaflets 3-7 (2-4 in J. insularis) 
13 Annual procumbent herb. Indumentum biramous. (Leaflets 2-4. Pod 12 mm, 
6-7-seeded) I. insulans 
13 Perennial herbs or shrubs 
14 Perennial shrub. Few glandular hairs present. Leaflets 15-25 mm, oblanceolate to 
oblong. Racemes up to 10 cm. (Pod 12-20 mm, slightly curved) I. oblongifolia 
14 Perennial herbs. Leaflets up to 40 cm. Racemes up to 7 cm 
15 Pedicels reflexed after flowering. Pod + 15 mm, 5-8-seeded. Stems densely 
strigose I. volkensti 
15 Pedicels not reflexed after flowering. (Leaves crinkly) I. semnitrijuga 


Indigofera arabica Jaub. & Spach 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7976/11 (E,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2013 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 99 (ON, 
Herb. YAL). 

Found in sandy and gravelly places. 


Indigofera argentea Burm. f. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3738 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 75 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 147 


(ON, Herb. YAL); Halaniyat Islands: Gallagher 7447/4 (E,ON). 
Occurs in sandy localities and gravelly wadi beds. 


Indigofera articulata Gouan 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-333 (BSB,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2225, 2344 (E,ON). 
In the lower hills and wadis. 

Arabic: uzlim. 
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Indigofera caerulea Roxb. 
var. caerulea 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3719 (K,ON); Whitcombe 223 (ON); C. Oman: Spalton 441 (Herb. YAL); 
Dhofar: Miller 2448 (E,ON). 
Found in wadis and sandy depresssions. 
Arabic: uzlim; Jibbali: hober, hor, hewir; Harsusi: khomear. 


var. occidentalis Gillett & Ali 
Dhofar: Maconochie 2884 (K,ON); McLeish 32 (E,ON). 


Indigofera colutea (Burm. f.) Merrill 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Indigofera cordifolia Heyne ex Roth 
N. Oman: Collenette 8010 (E,ON); C. Oman: Tear 107 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9114 (E,ON). 


Indigofera hochstetterni. Baker 


N. Oman: Maconochie 3039 (BM,ON); Wahiba Sands: Radcliffe-Smith 3954 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller & 
Nyberg 9022 (E,ON). 


Indigofera cf. insularis Chiov. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3697 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Indigofera intricata Boiss. 

N. Oman: Miller 6015 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3737 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 164 (ON, Herb. 
YAL); Miller & Nyberg 9457 (E,ON). 

In dry, sandy and gravelly habitats. 

Harsusi: tihubberkayt, gataiti. 


Indigofera nephrocarpa Balf. f. 

Wahiba Sands: Cope (Checklist, 1988); C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9536 (E,ON); Spalton 491 (Herb. 
YAL). Dhofar: McLeish 447 (E,ON); Miller 6423 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9425, 9397 (E,ON); 

In sandy and gravelly areas, usually by the coasts. 


Indigofera oblongifolia Forsskal 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6197 (BM,ON); Maconochie 2866 (BM,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 133 (K,ON); C. 
Oman: Tear 291, 364 (E,ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: McLeish 127 (E,ON); Miller 7628 (E). 

In sandy depressions and gravelly places. 

Jibbali: ahsit, hasyit; Harsusi: homeer, assoor. 


Indigofera phillipsiae Bak. f. 
C. Oman: Stanley-Price 96 (E,ON,YAL); Dhofar: Maconochie (ON). 
Harsusi: damdamoot. 


Indigofera semitrijuga Forsskal 


Dhofar: Ash 116 (E,ON); Miller 7609 (E); Miller & Nyberg 9423 (E,ON); C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9490, 
9464, 9474 (E,ON). 


Indigofera spinosa Forsskal 
var. spinosa 
N. Oman: Miller & Whitcombe (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 


Indigofera trita L. 
var. tnita 
Dhofar: Miller 2364 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9314 (E,ON). 


var. scabra (Roth.) Ali 
Dhofar: Miller 7609 (E). 
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Indigofera volkensti Taub. 
Dhofar: Miller 7776, 7116 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9290 (E,ON). 


Indigofera indet. 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9028 (E,ON). 


Lablab purpureus (L.) Sweet 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3807 (K,ON). 
Annual herb with twining stems. Leaves trifoliolate. Flowers red purple or white. Cultivated? 


Lotononis platycarpus (Viv.) Pic.- Sermolli 
N. Oman: Ferrand 11, 9 (E,ON); Maconochie 3284 (ON). C. Oman: Stanley-Price 135 (ON, Herb. YAL). 
Harsust: yateer. 


Lotus arabicus L. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3901 (K,ON). 

Annual herb. Leaves 5-foliolate. Flowers pink, in pedunculate inflorescence. Pod slightly torulose, 
dehiscent. Occurs in gravelly places. 


Lotus garcinii DC. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4181 (K,ON); Whitcombe 350 (ON); C. Oman: Miller 6529 (E,ON); Miller & 
Nyberg 9436 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller (checklist). 

Grey-green perennial herb. Leaves 3-5-foliolate. Flowers reddish, in subsessile inflorescence. Grows in 
sandy depressions. 

Harsusi: slheberkayt. 


Lotus halophilus Boiss. 
N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-102 (BSB,ON). 
Annual herb. Leaves 5-foliolate. Flowers yellow. In sandy habitats. 


Lotus schimperi Steud. ex Boiss. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4118 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 89 (E,ON, Herb. YAL). 
Prostrate herb, grey-green. Leaves 3-foliolate. Flowers white. Inflorescence subsessile. Occurs in sandy 
areas. 

Whitcombe 350 from Ras al Hadd is most likely L. garcinii. 


Macroptilium sp. 
Escape from cultivation. Commonly found in irrigated places. 


Medicago laciniata (L.) Mill. 

var. brachycantha Boiss. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3840 (K,ON). 
Fruit with 3-5 spirals, spiny. 


Medicago orbiculans (L.) Bartal 
N. Oman: Miller & Whitcombe (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 
Fruit without spines. 


Medicago polymorpha L. 
var. vulgaris (Benth.) Shinn. 


N. Oman: Radecliffe-Smith 4023 (K,ON); Ghazanfar 1734 (Herb. SQU). 
Fruit with 2-4 spirals, spines adpressed. 


Medicago sativa L. 
Cultivated for fodder. 
Arabic: qat, jat. 
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Melilotus alba Medik. 
N. Oman: Ash 238 (E,ON). 
Annual herb. Flowers white. Fruit veined. Uncommon. 


Melilotus indica (L.) All. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3232, 3048 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3768 (K,ON); Musandam, Braund 54, 51 
(E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 122 (K,ON). 

Annual herb. Leaflets dentate. Flowers yellow. Weed of cultivated areas. 


Melilotus officinalis (L.) Pall. 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 544 (ON). 
Cultivated. 


Ononis sicula Guss. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4101 (K,ON). 


Erect annual herb, glandular. Leaves trifoliolate. Flowers yellow, solitary. Not common, but probably 
undercollected. 


Ononits viscosa L. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 141 (E,ON). 


dhofarense Hillcoat & Gillett 
Dhofar: Miller 6165, 6292 (E,ON), 7720 (E); Miller & Nyberg 9044 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12360/2 
(Holotype BM). 
Perennial shrub with prominent lenticels on the branches. Flowers yellow-red. Pods flattened, 
prominently nerved, indehiscent. Grows in the wet escarpment mountains. Endemic to Dhofar. 
Dhofari Arabic: ximer; Jibbali: xir. 


Pseudolotus makranicus (Rech. f. & Esfand.) Rech. f. 
N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-375 (BSB,ON). 


Prostrate annual with white-villous stems. Leaves 3-4-foliolate. Flowers 1-2. Pod glabrous. Not 
common. 


Psoralea corylifolia L. 
Dhofar: Miller 7729 (E,ON); Dalibard & Whitcombe 40 (E?,ON). 


Erect herb. Leaves unifoliolate, black-punctate on both surfaces. Pod ovoid, glabrous, not enclosed in 
the calyx. In grasslands. 
Arabic: mehleb shari; Jibbali: mahaleb shari. 


Psoralea plicata Del. 


N. Oman: Wahiba Sands: Cope 135 (K,ON); C. Oman: Tear 292 (E,ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 
(Checklist, 1988). Undershrub. Leaves trifoliolate. Fruit pilose, enclosed in the accrescent calyx. In dry, 
sandy habitats. 


Arabic: wazarayn; Harsusi: khazamee. 
Key to the species of Rhynchosia 


1 Pod glabrous. (Prostrate or twining perennial. Leaves 3-foliolate (10-25 mm), glandular-punctate on 
the lower surface. Corolla yellow. Vexillum pubescent externally) R. minima 
1 Pod pubescent 
2 Pod densely pubescent and glandular-punctate. Leaves glandular-punctate on both surfaces. 
(Woody perennial herb. Leaves 3-folioltae. Corolla yellow. Vexillium densely 


pubescent) R. pulverulenta 
Pod pubescent, not glandular punctate. Leaves not glandular-punctate 


tr 
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3 Perennial woody shrub. Flowers 1-5, in axillary racemes. (Leaves and calyx 


velutinous) R. schimpen 
3 Climbing or + prostrate herb. Flowers many, in racemes. (Leaves densely grey-canescent, 
prominently nerved on the lower surface) R. memnonia 


Rhynchosia memnonia DC. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3888, (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7963/12 (E). 
Occurs in coarse sand and gravelly places. 


Rhynchosia minima (L.) DC. 
Dhofar: Miller 7515 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9049 (E,ON). 
Occurs in sandy depressions. 


Rhynchosia pulverulenta Stocks 
Dhofar: Miller 7781, 7553 (E,ON). 
In sandy areas. 


Rhynchosia schimpen Hochst. ex Boiss. 
N. Oman: Wahiba Sands: Radcliffe-Smith 3956 (K,ON); Gallagher 7963/12 (E,ON). 
Weedy, in cultivated localities. 


Sesbania bispinosa (Jacq.) W.F. Wight 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 2; Dhofar: Miller 6065 (E,ON). 
Grows in moist shady locations. Cultivated? 


Sesbania grandiflora (L.) Poir. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3058 (ON). 
Cultivated. 


Sesbania sesban (L.) Merrill 
Dhofar: Miller 2607 (E,ON). 
Short lived perennial or an annual. Stems erect. Grows by water pools. 


Tamanindus indica L. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3680 (K,ON); Dhofar: Gallagher 7451 (E,ON). 

Tree up to 20 m. Pod (lomentum) with an acidic pulp. Used for culinary purposes. Probably 
introduced but now naturalized. Also cultivated. 

Jibbali: areyr, tur hindi. 


Species of Taverniera in Oman generally form low undershrubs. Leaves are unifoliolate or pinnately 
trifoliolate. The corolla is persistent and the fruit is a flattened indehiscent lomentum, 1-3-jointed which 
breaks up into 1-seeded parts. 


Key to the species of Taverniera 


1 Aphyllous shrub. Stems grey-green, rigid, ending in sharp tips. Flowers mauve with dark streaks 
T. spartea 
1 Leafy shrubs or leaves soon falling. Stems not ending in sharp tips 
2 Stems and leaves glabrous. Stems erect, 1-2 m. Flowers 2-5, in racemes T. glabra 
2 Stems and leaves pubescent 
3 Leaves 2-3 arising apparently from each node forming pseudo-whorls. Often leaf bases present at 
the nodes. (Low, spreading shrub. Flowers pink to mauve) T. multinoda 
3 Leaves not forming pseudo-whorls 
4 Leaves small (3-15 mm). Stems densely velutinous, grey-green. Fruit 1-2-jointed, densely 
covered with reddish-brown soft bristles. Stems erect to prostrate T. lappacea 
4 Leaves larger, up to 40 cm. Shrubs with ascending to erect stems, up to 1 m 
5 Leaves orbicular to broadly obovate. Flowers becoming papery, brownish-pink T. brevialata 
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5 Leaves orbicular to broadly ovate (6-25 mm). Flowers mauve to pink. (Calyx silky-pubescent. 
Fruit 1-3-jointed, echinate and pubescent) T. cuneifolia 


Taverniera brevialata Thulin 
Dhofar: Miller 6345 (E,ON); McLeish 423 (E,ON); Gallagher 6898/2 (E,ON). 


Tavemiera cuneifolia (Roth) Arnott 
C. Oman: Clarke 0006 (ON); Miller 6610 (E,K,UPS). 
Straggling shrub. Flowers in axillary racemes, bracteate. Sandy habitats. 


Taverniera glauca Edgew. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Taverniera glabra Boiss. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6170 (BM,ON); Ash 53 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3726 (K,ON); C. Oman: Loti 324 
(Herb. YAL). 

Annual or biennial shrub, Fruit 1-3-jointed, echinate. Common and flowering after the rains. 

Arabic: asmat; Harsusi: nabat, newott. 


Taverniera lappacea (Forsskal) DC. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 8033/14 (E,ON); C. Oman: Tear 17 (ON, Herb. YAL); Miller & Nyberg 9458 
(E,ON); Dhofar: Gallagher 6750 (E,ON); Miller 6451 (E,ON). 

Perennial shrub. Leaves tomentose to velutinous. In sandy habitats. 

Arabic: oowiyal; Harsusi: ooweyal, weall. 


Taverniera multinoda Thulin 
Dhofar: Miller 6183, 6466 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9434 (E,ON). 
Occurs in the plains below the escarpment mountains. 


Taverniera spartea (Burm.f.) DC. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3639 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7945 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 
708 (E,ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 6460 (E,ON); McLeish 511 (E,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 
1385 (Herb. SQU). 

Perennial shrub, white pubescent. Pod 2-jointed, echinate and pubescent. Common throughout, usually 
in sandy areas. 

Harsusi: gus. 


Species of Tephrosia have imparipinnate leaves, rarely 1-foliolate. The standard petal is pubescent 
outside. Stamens 9+1. The flowers are purple or reddish purple and the pod is linear. 


Key to the species of Tephrosia 


1 Leaves 1-foliolate. (Prostrate annual. Pod 12-20 mm, pubescent, 6-10-seeded) T. strigosa 
1 Leaves pinnately compound 
2 Flowers in terminal or axillary, elongated racemes. Perennials, branches usually erect 
3 Branches glabrous or sparsely pubescent. Pod more than 2-seeded 
4 Leaflets 5-7 (rarely up to 11). (Leaflets glabrous above, silky below. Bracts subulate; 


calyx 4-5 mm, corolla violet; style flattened. Pod 35-40 mm, pubescent) T. purpurea 

4 Leaflets 9-21. (Leaflets glabrous above, silky below. Bracts narrow triangular; calyx 3-4 mm; 
corolla reddish-purple; style flattened. Pod 40-60 mm, pubescent) T. apollinea 
T. quartiniana 


3 Branches tomentose. Pod 1-2-seeded. (Leaflets 9-11, tomentose. Calyx densely tomentose; 
corolla purple; style penicellate. Pod 45-50 mm, becoming deflexed, densely silvery or brownish 
tomentose) T. nubica 

2 Flowers solitary to few in short axillary racemes. Annuals, branches prostrate to ascending 
5 Leaf rachis up to 7 cm. Leaflets 7 or more (c. 40 x 7 mm). Flower pale purple, 2-6 together. 
Pod curved T. subtriflora 
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5 Leaf rachis less than 7 cm. Leaflets usually 5, rarely more. Flowers pink-purple or reddish. 
Pod curved or erect 
6 Leaflets c. 22 x 7 mm (glabrous above, silvery-pubescent below). Flower red, spotted orange. 


Pod 40-45 mm, curved upward, silvery pubescent T. pentaphylla 
6 Leaflets 30-40 mm, broadly-linear (appressed villous). Flower pink to purple. 
Pod 30-40 mm, sparsely pubescent, with hairs of unequal length T. platycarpa 


Tephrosia apollinea (Del.) Link 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3446 (BM,ON); Gallagher 7007 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 708 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, 
Braund 1 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 124 (K,ON); C. Oman: Maconochie 3411 (K,ON); Stanley-Price 
48 (ON, Herb. YAL); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar (Herb. SQU). 

Common shrub, found more or less throughout Oman, in wadis and gravelly areas and in sandy 
depressions. Unpalatable to goats and camels, its presence often indicates overgrazing of the natural 
vegetation. 

Arabic: dhafra; Harsusi: dhafeer, dhafara. 


Tephrosia nubica (Boiss.) Bak. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3917 (K,ON); Edmondson 3369 (E,ON); Gallagher 8065/3 (E,ON). 

Occurs in wadis, in stony and sandy habitats. All arabian material is placed under subsp. arabica (Boiss.) 
Gillet. 

Arabic: aytiman. 


Tephrosia pentaphylla (Roxb.) G. Don 
N. Oman: Miller & Whitcombe (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 


Tephrosia persica Boiss. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4077 (K,ON); Mandaville 6220 (BM,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2026 (E,ON); 
Maconochie 3207, 2809 (E?,ON); Wahiba Sands: Munton 14/2 (ON); Dhofar: McLeish 466 (E,ON); 
Masirah Island: Coll. ignot. (ON). 

Very similar to 7. apollinea and should be treated as the same taxon. 


Tephrosia platycarpa Guill. & Perr. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Tephrosia purpurea (L.) Pers. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6189 (BM,ON); Frey & Kurschner 83-94 (BSB,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2155, 2399 
(E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12746/18 (BM,ON). 

Common in wadis and in stony and gravelly places. 


Tephrosia quartiniana Cuf. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3748 (K,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2012; Maconochie 3297 (K,ON); Hughes- 
Clarke 8 (ON); C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9483 (E,ON); Stanley-Price 141, 110, 431 (ON, Herb. YAL). 
Very similar to T. apollinea, but can be distinguished by the flowers which are in axillary clusters rather 
than in spikes. Same habitat as T. apollinea. 

Harsusi: sharshoot. 


Tephrosia strigosa (Dalz.) Sant. & Maheshw. 
Dhofar: Miller 2388 (E,ON). 
Occurs in the wooded escarpment regions. 


Tephrosia subtriflora Baker 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3916 (K,ON). 
Occurs in wadi beds. 


Teramnus repens (Taub.) Bak. f. 

subsp. gracilis (Chiov.) Verdc. 
Dhofar: Zargoub s.n. (ON); Miller & Nyberg 9253 (E,ON); Dalibard & Whitcombe 49 (ON). 
Perennial herb, with prostrate or climbing stems. Leaflets 3. Flowers white or pink. Pods linear, 
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pubescent, curved. Occurs in the grasslands. 
Arabic: sadayd; Jibbali: dujur, agereb. 


Trigonella foenum-graecum L. 
Cultivated. 
Arabic: al helba, al hulba. 


Trigonella hamosa L. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4079 (K,ON). 
Annual herb. Stems ascending. Inflorescence a capitate raceme; flowers yellow. Pod slightly curved. 


Trigonella hamulosa L. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 109 (E,ON); Jongblod s.n. (ON). 

Procumbent annual. Leaflets 3. Flowers yellow, in capitate racemes. Pod slightly curved, glabrescent. In 
shady and damp locations. 


Vatovaea pseudolablab (Harms) Gillett 

Dhofar: Miller 7274, 7736 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9369 (E,ON). 

Woody climber with long tuberous roots. Leaflets ovate-rhomboid, 3-foliolate. Flowers pink, in long 
racemes. Grows amongst the Acacia - Commiphora scrub in wadis on the coastal plains. 

Arabic: zeram. 


Vicia sativa L. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3192 (E,ON). 
Annual herb. Rachis ending in branched tendrils. Weed of cultivated areas. 


V. faba L. 
Cultivated. 


Vigna radiata (L.) Wilczek 

var. sublobata (Roxb.) Verdc. 
Dhofar: Miller 7730 (E,ON). 
Also cultivated. 


Flacourtiaceae 


Muntingia calabura L. 
N. Oman: Ghazanfar s.n. (Herb. SQU). 
A single tree at Al Ansab sewage lagoons. Escape from cultivation. Cherry jam. 


Frankeniaceae 


Frankenia pulverulenta L. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3988 (K,ON); Musandam, Ash 290 (E,ON). 

Prostrate annual with pink, sessile, flowers. Capsule 3-valved. Occurs in date plantations, usually by 
falajs. 


Fumariaceae 


Fumania parviflora Lam. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3191 (E,ON); Maconochie 3191 (K,ON); Ghazanfar 822 (Herb. SQU). 

A delicate annual with pinnatisect leaves and a long petiole. Flowers lilac. In irrigated date groves, 
found above 1000 m. 
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Gentianaceae 


Canscora concanensis C.B. Clarke 

Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 90S7A, 9263 (E,ON). 

Erect annual herb with cymose branching. Leaves 3-nerved. Flowers pink. Sepals winged. In 
escarpment woodland. 


Centaurium cf. erythraea Rafn. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3234, 3397 (E,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-268 (BSB,ON). 

Erect annual herb. Leaves oblanceolate. Flowers pink-purple. Sepals lanceolate. Occurs in irrigated 
areas. 


Centaurium pulchellum (Sw.) Krause 
N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 52 (E,ON); Dhofar: Ash 160 (E,ON). 
Erect annual. Leaves lanceolate, 3-5-nerved. Flowers bright pink. In sandy depressions and shady areas. 


Enicostemma auillare (Lam.) A. Raynal 

Dhofar: Miller 6092 (E,ON). 

Annual herb with ascending to procumbent stems. Leaves sessile, oblanceolate, 3-nerved. Flowers white, 
in sessile axillary clusters. 


Exacum affine Balf. f. 

Dhofar: Miller 6201, 6428 (K,E,UPS,ON); Whitcombe 959 (ON); Ghazanfar 1239 (Herb. SQU). 
Semi-succulent perennial herb with ascending to erect stems. Flowers pale yellowish mauve. Grows on 
cliffs, in salty seepages and springs. 


Exacum gracilipes Balf. f. 
Dhofar: Miller 6118 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9243, 9127 (E,ON). 
Delicate annual herb (up to 10 cm). Leaves 3-nerved. Flowers purple. In moist, shady locations. 


Geraniaceae 


Erodium cicutarium (L.) L’Herit. ex Aiton 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6504 (BM,ON); Whitcombe 44 (E,ON). 

Erect annual with pinnatisect leaves. Flowers red-purple. Fruit 5-lobed. Found above 2000 m, in date 
plantations. In Erodium the stamens are 5-10, not arranged in groups and the stylar axis dehisces from 
the apex. 


Erodium laciniatum (Cavy.) Willd. 

var. pulverulenturn (Cav.) Burtt & Lewis 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3742, 4103 (K,ON); Musandam, Braund 110 (E,ON). 
Annual herb. Leaves 3-7 lobed. Flowers purple. In cultivated areas in the foothills. 


Erodium neuradifolium Del. ex Godr. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3428 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 116 (E,ON). 
Erect annual. Leaves long petiolate, lobed. Flowers pink. 


Erodium malacoides (L.) L’Herit. ex Aiton 

N. Oman: Whitcombe & Miller (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 

Annual herb with glandular pubescent stems. Flowers terminal, pink. No material is present at ON, 
though a specimen collected by Maconochie is cited by Whitcombe & Miller in the Preliminary Checklist 
(1984). 


Erodium touchyanum Del. ex Godr. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 73 (E,ON). 
Annual herb, c. 4 cm. Leaves dissected. Flowers purple. Coming up after the rains. 
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Geranium biuncinatum Kokwaro 

Dhofar: Miller 7705 (E,K,UPS,ON,KWT). 

In Geranium there are 5-10 stamens, not arranged in groups. The stylar axis coils upwards at maturity. 
G. biuncinatum is an annual herb, with prostrate to straggling stems. Sepals with a distinct, 2-fid, coiled 
apex. Found in shady places. 

Jibbali: seliket, sefek. 


Geranium mascatense Boiss. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6344 (BM,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 4059 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 1286 (photo, Herb. 
SQU); Dhofar: Miller 7645, 7540, 7703 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9080 (E,ON); Aucher-Eloy 4303 
(Holotype G-Boiss.). 

Annual herb with pink flowers and a dark black-purple centre. Found in shaded areas often in irrigated 
date plantations. One of the more common geranium species. 

Arabic: shuwayb al hamam. 


Geranium trilophum Boiss. 

N. Oman: Collenette 8001 (E,ON); Musandam, Clarke 31 (ON); Ash 261 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 
(Checklist, 1988). 

Annual herb, with pink flowers, larger than those of G. mascatense. In crevices of rocks. 


Geranium yemense Defl. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Monsonia heliotropioides (Cav.) Boiss. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3336 (BM,ON); Siddiqga 5 (ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7800/10 (E,ON); C. 
Oman: Maconochie 3419 (K?,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9524 (E,ON); Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5391 (K,ON). 
In Monsonia there are 15 stamens arranged in groups of 5. The two species of Monsonia can be 
distinguished by their leaves which are ovate-cordate in M. heliotropioides and narrowly ovate in M. nivea. 
Both occur in sandy areas, but M. heliotropoides is more widespread in the foothills. A short lived 
annual. 

Arabic: shajarat al ghul; Harsusi: qgenoot, kernawt. 


Monsonia nivea (Decne.) Decne. ex Webb 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3048, 2946 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7776/4 (E,ON). 
Small grey-green annual, densely silky-hairy. Nerves on the leaves depressed. Flowers pink. 


Hydnoraceae 


Hydnora sp. nov. aff. africana Thunb. 

Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Parasitic. Flowers fleshy, red, tubular, 4-lobed above. Recorded from the drier areas of Dhofar, 
parasitic on the roots of Acacia tortilis. Flowering only after heavy rains. The fruit is sweet and edible. 
Jibbali: xamleg, xamlayyeh. 


Juglandaceae 


Juglans regia L. 
Cultivated on the Saig plateau (c. 1800 m) on the Hajar mountains. Walnut. 
Arabic: naksh. 


Labiatae 


Bectum dhofarense Sebald 
Dhofar: Miller 2359 (E,ON); McLeish 302 (E,ON); Maconochie 3558 (E,ON); Bent 152 (Holotype K). 
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Perennial shrub, glandular tomentose. Flowers arranged in whorls, in terminal spikes. Occurs in the 
escarpment mountains. (See Miller & Morris, 1988). Endemic to Dhofar. 
Jibbali: hodem. 


?Becuum sp. 

N. Oman: Collenette 7971, 8095 (E,ON). 

Perennial low shrub. Not flowering at the time of collection. Collected from steep hillslope, at 
c. 1100 m. 


Endostemon tenuifolius (Benth.) Ashby 

N. Oman: Hirst s.n. (ON); Collenette 8055 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2627 (E,ON); McLeish 693, 845 
(E,ON). 

Fragrant perennial shrub, with pink flowers. Corolla tube exserted from the calyx. Occurs in the 
foothills and on the coastal areas in Dhofar. 

Jibbali: hodem, siot. 


Lallemantia royleana (Wall.) Benth. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4166 (K,ON). 


For the genus Lavandula in Arabia and Tropical NE Africa see A.G. Miller in Notes R.B.G. Edinb. 
42(3): 503-528 (1985). 


Lavandula dhofarensis A.G. Miller 

subsp. dhofarensis 
Dhofar: Miller 6109, 6192, 2384, 2434 (E,ON); McLeish 313 (E,ON); Lawton 2526 (E?,ON); 
Maconochie 3182 (E?,ON); Miller 2394 (Holotype E; Isotype ON). 
Hairy perennial shrub, with lilac flowers arranged in spikes. Lower corolla lip divided into 3 lobes. 
Occurs in the escarpment mountains. Endemic to Dhofar. 


subsp. ayunensis A.G. Miller 
Dhofar: Miller 2222 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5421 (K); Miller 6261 (E); McLeish 260, 803 (E,ON); Miller 
2534 (Holotype E; Isotype K). 
Found in the wet escarpment mountains. Endemic to Dhofar. 


Lavandula hasikensis A.G. Miller 

Dhofar: Miller 6318 (E,K,UPS,ON); Miller 6137 (Holotype E; Isotype ON). 

Perennial subshrub, densely white-hairy. Leaves 1-3-lobed, with revolute margins. Flowers lilac, at the 
ends of branches. Found on exposed rocky areas; collected from Jabal Hasik. Endemic to Dhofar. 
Jibbali: hilben, hilban. 


Lavandula macra Baker 

N. Oman: Lawton 2532 (ON); Dhofar: 2475 (E,ON); Miller 6124 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9089 (E,ON); 
Masirah Island: Radcliffe-Smith 4230 (K,ON); Halaniyat Islands: Miller 6354 (E,ON). 

Perennial shrub with a few pinnatifid leaves. Flowers in terminal spikes. Found in rocky and stony 
places on mountain slopes. 


Lavandula subnuda Benth. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6610 (BM,ON); Miller 6656 (E,ON); McLeish 658 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 84 
(E,ON); Aucher-Eloy 5220 (Holotype K). 

Woody perennial with a few segmented leaves and purple, spicate flowers. A fairly common species in 
the northern foothills. 

Endemic to Oman. 

Arabic: harag, sawmar. 


Key to the species of Leucas 


1 Bracts ovate to suborbicular, densely white-hairy L. inflata 
1 Bracts linear to lanceolate 
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2 Bracts lanceolate, with bristly hairs L. urticifolia 
2 Bracts linear, hairy or glabrous L. dhofarensis 


Leucas dhofarensis Hedge & Sebald 

Dhofar: Miller 2440 (E), 2440 a (E,ON); McLeish 196, 919, 732, 746 (E,ON); Ash 153 (E,ON); Vesey- 
Fitzgerald 12428/3 (Holotype BM; Isotype STU). 

Shrub to 1 m. In wadis and by roadsides. Endemic to Dhofar. 

Jibbali: heryen ekulen. 


Leucas inflata Benth. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7975/8 (E,ON); Mandaville 6240 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 1733 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: 
Miller 2318, 2272 (E,ON); Maconochie 3377 (K,ON). 

Grey-green shrub. On rocky hillsides and by coastal cliffs. 

Arabic: gotnya. 


Leucas urticifolia (Vahl) R. Br. 

Dhofar: Dalibard & White 35 (E,ON); Ash 124 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9251 (E,ON). 
Annual herb. Common. Occurs in the coastal areas. 

Jibbali: gemrez. 


Mentha longifolia Opiz ex Steud. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3673 (E?,ON). 
Cultivated. 


Micromenia biflora (Buch.-Ham.) Benth. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6348 (BM,ON); Miller 6643 (E,ON); Whitcombe 387 (ON). 
Small perennial herb, occurs from 700 m to 2000 m. 


Ocimum basilicum L. 

Dhofar: 2182 (E,ON); McLeish 186 (E,ON). 
Cultivated? 

Arabic: rehan. 


Ocimum forskohlei Benth. 

(Syn.: O. hadiense auct.) 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7487/13 (E,ON); Miller 2358 (E,ON); Edmondson 3042, 3395 (E,ON); Maconochie 
3541 (E,ON); Dhofar: 7788 (E,ON); McLeish 577 (E,ON); Miller 2358 (E,ON); Maconochie 3141 
(E,ON); 

Arabic: rehan, sawma; Jibbali: dert. 


Orthosiphon pallidus Royle ex Benth. 
Dhofar: Miller 7616, 2414 (E,ON); Whitcombe 979 (ON). 


Perennial herb with white pubescent stems. Lower lip of calyx 3-lobed, with 3 spinescent teeth. In wadis 
and on wadi banks. 


Plectranthus barbatus Andr. 

(Syn.: Coleus barbatus Benth.) 

Dhofar: Miller 6255, 7512, 2154 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9265 (E,ON). 

Woody herb with large (up to 15 cm) ovate leaves, with dentate margins. Leaves basal. Flowers in long, 
leafless spikes. 

Jibbali: zefubrek. 


Plectranthus cylindraceus Hochst. ex Benth. 

Dhofar: Miller 7539 (E,ON). 

Erect shrubby perennial. Leaves semi-succulent. Flowers in axillary clusters, purple. Occurs in gravelly 
places. 
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Plectranthus marrubioides Hochst. ex Steud. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Plectranthus rugosus Wall. ex Benth. 

N. Oman: Whitcombe 390 (E); Miller & Nyberg 9577 (E,ON). 

Shrub with discolorous leaves; margins dentate. Flowers in pedunculate dichotomous cymes. (See also 
I.C. Hedge in Notes R.B.G. Edinb. 40(1): 68, 1982). 


Salvia aegyptiaca L. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3227 (BM,ON); Gallagher 8052/10 (E,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-291 (BSB,ON); 
Radcliffe-Smith 3828,3651 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7068 (E,ON). 

Aromatic herb, grey-green. Leaves with depressed veins. Upper lobe of calyx with 3 soft spines, lower 
with 2 spines. Common in wadis and rocky slopes. 


Salvia hillcoatiae Hedge 
Dhofar: Vesey-Fitzgerald 12562 (BM,E); Thesiger s.n.(Holotype BM). 
Endemic to Dhofar. 


Salvia macilenta Boiss. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3097 (E,ON); Whitcombe 434 (E,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-461 (BSB,ON). 
Aromatic perennial, usually found in rocky habitats. 

Arabic: bithman. 


Salvia macrosiphon Boiss. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4141 (K,ON); Collenette 8044 (E,ON). 


Salvia mirzayanii Rech.f. & Esfandiari 
N. Oman: Musandam, Mandaville 7318 (BM,ON). 


Salvia santolinifolia Boiss. 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 4063 (K,ON). 


Salvia sp.nov. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Endemic to Dhofar. See also Hedge (op. cit.). 


Salvia indet. 
Dhofar: Whitcombe 927 (E,ON). (Related to S. hillcoatiae Hedge). 


For a revision of Teucrium in the Arabian peninsula and Socotra, including a key, illustrations and 
distribution maps, see R.A. King in Notes R.B.G. Edinb. 45(1): 21-42 (1988). 


Teucnum mascatense Boiss. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7969/2 (E,ON); Maconochie 3480 (E,ON); Whitcombe 241 (ON); Ghazanfar 868, 
1847 (Herb. SQU,ON); Frey & Kurschner 83-281 (E,BSB,ON); Aucher-Eloy 5172 (Syntypes BM,G,K). 
Endemic to Oman. 


Teucrum nummularifolium Baker 

Dhofar: Miller 2346 (E,ON); Maconochie 2972 (K,ON); Ash 150, 249 (E,ON); McLeish 580 (E,ON); Bent 
169 (Holotype K). 

Endemic to Oman. 


Teucnum stocksianum Boiss. 

subsp. stocksianum 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3374 (E,ON); Edmondson 3222 (E). 
Arabic: ja’ada. 
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subsp. stenophyllum R. A. King 
N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-366 (BSB,E,ON); Musandam, Braund 3 (E,ON); Maconochie 3695 
(E,ON); Leane s.n. (E,ON); Lawton 2535 (E?,ON); Gallagher 7499/8 (Holotype E; Isotype ON). 
Arabic: ja’ada. 
Endemic to Oman. 


Teucrium yemense Defl. 
Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Teucrium cf. bwafolium Schreb. 
Dhofar: Lawton 2523 (E?,ON). 


Teucnuum sp. A 
Dhofar: Miller 6323 (ON). 
(See King, op. cit.). Endemic to Dhofar. 


Zataria multiflora Boiss. 
N. Oman: Collenette 7971 (E,ON). 


Ziziphora tenuior L. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 134 (E,ON); Leane s.n. (E,ON). 

Annual herb. Flowers purple, aromatic. Leane’s collection from Musandam is the 1st record for the 
Arabian Peninsula. 


Lemnaceae 


Lemna cf. gibba L. 
Dhofar: Ghazanfar s.n. (Herb. SOU); Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
I have collected it from the water pool at Wadi Darbat. 


Lentibulariaceae 


Utricularia minor L. 
Dhofar: Miller 6376 (E,ON). 


Submerged aquatic. Leaves divided into linear segments bearing small rounded bladders. Collected 
from the pools in Wadi Andur. 


Utricularia striatula Sm. 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9124 (E,ON). 


Utricularia indet. 
Dhofar: Victor Hinna 1&3 (Herb. SQU,ON). 
Collected from the freshwater pool at Wadi Hinna. 


Linaceae 


Linum corymbulosum Reichenb. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7972/12 (E,ON); Mandaville 6521 (BM,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 4058 (K,ON). 

Erect annual herb with slender stems. Leaves linear. Flowers yellow. Capsule splitting into 1-seeded 
cocci. In grassland. 


Linum usitatissimum L. 
Annual herb. Stem glabrous. Leaves linear to lanceolate. Flowers blue. Capsule beaked. 
Recorded by Mandaville (1977) from northern Oman. No material at ON. 
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Loganiaceae 


Cynoctonum mitreola (L.) Britt. 
Dhofar: Miller 7737 (E,ON); Miller 7570 (E,ON). 


? Strychnos nux-vomica L. 
N. Oman: Vivian s.n. (ON, seeds only). Most likely from a cultivated plant. 


Loranthaceae 


Onocalyx schimperi (Hochst. ex A. Rich.) M. Gilbert 

(Syn.: Loranthus schimpen Hochst.) 

Dhofar: Whitcombe 982 (E,ON). 

Semi-parasitic shrub. Flowers yellow. Common on Boscia arabica, Maerua crassifolia, Euclea schimperi 
and Cordia sp. 

Jibbali: todi, todo. 


Plicosepalus acaciae (Zucc.) Wiens. & Polh. 

(Syn.: Loranthus acaciae Zucc.) 

Dhofar: Miller 6235, 7660 (E,ON); Whitcombe 981 (ON). 

Semi-parasitic epiphytic shrub, occurs on Acacia and Commiphora species. Flowers red. See Miller & 
Morris (1988). 

Jibbali: todi, todo. 


Lythraceae 


Ammannia baccifera L. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6147 (BM,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9562 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 33 (K,ON). 
Annual herb. Leaves reflexed. Petals absent. Occurs in shady and moist places. 


Ammannia multiflora Roxb. 
Dhofar: Miller 7771 (E,ON). 
Petals present. Leaves not reflexed; leaf base usually articulate. A plant of shaded and moist locations. 


Lawsonia inermis L. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 2963 (ON); Dhofar: McLeish 664 (E,ON). 

Cultivated. An orange-red dye is obtained from the powdered leaves. Dye used for staining hair, hands, 
and feet. 

Arabic: hinna; Jibbali: hinna. 


Woodfordia uniflora (A. Rich.) Koehne 

Dhofar: Whitcombe 938, 479 (E?,ON); Miller 7035 (E,ON); Gallagher 7455 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1632 
(Herb. SQU). 

Small tree. Leaves with black glands on the under surface. Flowers red. Calyx tubular, forming the 
flower; petals very small or absent, inserted in between the calyx-lobes. Stamens extending well beyond 
the flower. Common in the escarpment woodlands. (See Miller & Morris, 1988). 

Jibbali: tob; Dhofari Arabic: tob. 


Malpighiaceae 


Acridocarpus onentalis A. Juss. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6204 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 457 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Maconochie s.n. (ON); 
Whitcombe 975 (ON). 

Shrub with yellow flowers and a winged fruit which breaks into 1-seeded, single-winged portions. 
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Common in the foothills of the northern mountains. 
Arabic: gafas; Jibbali: otot, etbot, etiyot. 


Malvaceae 


Abelmoschus esculentus (L.) Moench 

Dhofar: Miller 7748 (E,ON); 

Erect herb. Epicalyx lobes 8-13, linear, persistent. Found in Dhofar in the escarpment woodlands and 
grasslands. The Dhofar plants probably represent the wild strain and progenitor of the cultivated varieties 
(Miller & Morris, 1988). Cultivated forms are grown throughout Oman for their edible fruits. 

Jibbali: semnerhot. 


Abelmoschus manthot (L.) Medic. 

Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Very similar to A. esculentus, differing in the epicalyx lobes which are ovate, falling before the maturation 
of the fruit. Found in Dhofar in the same habitat as A. esculentus. No material at ON. 

Arabic: semerhot. 


Species of Abutilon lack an epicalyx. The flowers are yellow to orange and the fruit is schizocarpic. 
Key to the species of Abutilon 


1 Carpels (8-) 10 (-11) A. fruticosum 
1 Carpels more than 11 
2 Carpels acute or acuminate at the back 
3 Leaves conspicuously acuminate, margins obscurely dentate (4-12 cm long) A. mauritianum 
3 Leaves acute, margins dentate to serrate 
4 Pedicels and branches with glandular and long eglandular hairs. (Mericarps 20-30) A. hirtum 
4 Pedicels and branches without glandular hairs 


5 Mericarps erect at maturity, not spreading stellately. Corolla orange-yellow A. indicum 
5 Mericarps spreading stellately at maturity. Corolla pale yellow A. bidentatum 

2 Carpels obtuse or truncate at the back 
6 Mericarps 27-39. Each mericarp 2-seeded. Stipules linear A. muticum 
6 Mericarps 24-28. Each mericarp 3-seeded. Stipules lanceolate A. pannosum 


Abutilon bidentatum A. Rich. 
Dhofar: Miller 7552 (E,ON). 
Found in the foothills of the escarpment mountains. 


Abutilon fruticosum Guill. & Perr. 

Oman: Gallagher7975/1 (E,ON); Edmondson 3387 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2386 (E,ON); McLeish 749 
(E,ON). 

Occurs in stony and gravelly locations. 

Arabic: munaqqa’a. 


Abutilon hirtum (Lam.) Sweet 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Abutilon indicum (L.) Sweet 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3883 (K,ON); Gallagher 6768/2 (ON). 
A weed of waste places, in stony and gravelly soils. 


Abutilon mauritianum (Jacq.) Medic. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Abutilon muticum (Del. ex DC.) Sweet 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 127 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 261 (E,ON, Herb. YAL); Wahiba Sands: Cope 
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100 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7780 (E,ON). 
Found throughout Oman, in plains on sandy and gravelly soils. 


Abutilon pannosum (Forst. f.) Schlecht. 

Wahiba Sands: Cope 100 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7780 (E,K,KWT,ON,UPS); McLeish 154 (E). 
Usually in sandy soils. 

Arabic: munnaqa’. 


Abutilon indet. 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9414 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12774/1 (BM,ON). 


Althaea ludwigii L. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4154 (K,ON). 

Prostrate annual, stellately pubescent. Fruit of 8-10 mericarps, mericarps grooved with a conspicuous 
longitudinal nerve. The above collection is from west of Jabal Harim, above c. 1200 m. 


Althaea rosea L. 
Cultivated. 


Cienfuegosia welshii (T. Anders.) Garcke 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9061 (E,ON). 


Gossypium is represented by 3 species, identified by the following key. 
Key to the species of Gossypium 


1 Prostrate to ascending woody perennial. Petiole, pedicel and epicalyx black-dotted. Seeds with fuzz, 
not linted G. stockstt 
1 Erect, woody to herbaceous perennials or annuals. Petiole, pedicel and epicalyx not black-dotted. 
Seeds with lint 
2 Epicalyx segments laciniate G. hirsutum 
2 Epicalyx segments 6-8-toothed or lobed G. herbaceumn 


Gossypium herbaceum L. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3112 (BM,ON); Wahiba Sands: Radcliffe-Smith 3953 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2303 
(E,ON). Collected from the coastal plains in Dhofar. Not cultivated. 


Gossypium hirsutum L. 
Wahiba Sands: Radcliffe-Smith 3953 (K,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 788 (E,ON). 
Cultivated? 


Gossypium stocksu Masters 
Dhofar: McLeish 119 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12756 (BM,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9010 (E,ON). 


Key to the species of Hibiscus 


1 Capsule winged H. vitifolius 
1 Capsule not winged 
2 Leaves entire, (ovate to obovate or oblanceolate) not lobed . Seeds cottony or tomentose 
3 Leaves obovate to oblanceolate, apex truncate. Branches rigid, spinescent. Stipules spinescent 


H. scindicus 

3 Leaves obovate to ovate-rhomboid. Branches not rigid. Stipules filiform H. micranthus 
2 Leaves entire below, lobed above 

4 Upper leaves deeply 3-lobed; lobes lanceolate. Flowers white or yellow H. sidiformis 


4 Upper leaves 3-5-lobed, each lobe toothed to pinnately partite. Flowers pale yellow to white, with 
a purple-crimson base H. trionum 
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Hibiscus cf. deflersii Schweinf. 
Dhofar: McLeish 662 (E,ON). 


Hibiscus micranthus L. f. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6239 (BM,ON); Edmondson 3440 (E,ON); Ash 76 (ON). 
Spreading shrub. Common in the foothills of the northern mountains. 


Hibiscus rosa-sinensis L. 
Cultivated. 


Hibiscus scindicus Stocks 
N. Oman: Allison 04 (E,ON). 
The above record is the 1st for the Arabian Peninsula. Collected from Al Ashkhara, near Wahiba Sands. 


Hibiscus sidiformis Baill. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Hibiscus trionum L. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3669 (E,ON). 
The above collection is the only record at ON. Collected at c. 1800 m. 


Hibiscus vitifolius L. 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3565 (E?,ON); Whitcombe 481 (ON). 
(Treated under a separate genus Fioria by Mattei, Bol. R. Orto. Bot. Palermo 2: 71 (1916). 


Hibiscus sp. nov. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Endemic to Dhofar. 


Hibiscus indet. 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9206B (E,ON); Miller 7773 (E,ON). 


Malva neglecta Wallr. 
N. Oman: Whitcombe & Miller (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 
Perennial woody herb. Mericarps smooth, pubescent, margin not winged. 


Malva parviflora L. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3995 (K,ON); Musandam, Ash 276 (E,ON). 

Annual herb. Mericarps with reticulate venation and transverse ribs, margin winged. 
Arabic: shuwayb al hamam. 


Malvastrum coromandelianum (L.) Garcke 
N. Oman: Ash 214 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3857 (K,ON); Whitcombe 49 (ON). 
Perennial shrub with red flowers on reflexed pedicels. 


Malvaviscus arboreus Cav. 
Cultivated. 


Pavonia arabica Hochst. & Steud. ex Boiss. 

N. Oman: Whitcombe 143 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7536 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9094 (E,ON); 
Jones 7 (ON). 

Small shrub, stellate pubescent. Flowers pink, solitary, axillary. Pedicel jointed near the apex. Fruit 
villous, mericarps 5. Occurs in sandy locations. 


Pavonia subaphylla O. Schwartz e descr. 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3519 (E?,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9034 (E,ON). 


86 


Pavonia indet. 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9407, 9353 (E,ON); McLeish 878 (E,ON). 


Senra incana Cav. 

Dhofar: McLeish 233, 899 (E,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2108 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1612 (Herb. SQU). 
Small perennial shrub, with 3-lobed leaves. Epicalyx of 3 foliaceous segments. Flowers yellow with a 
dark centre. Found in scrub vegetation. 

Jibbali: semerhot. 


Key to the species of Sida 


1 Mericarps trigonous, with 2 awns at the back S. spinosa 
1 Mericarps not as above 
2 Mericarps with dorsal reticulations; fruit partially enclosed by the calyx S. ovata 
2 Mericarps without dorsal reticulations. Fruit not partially enclosed by the calyx 
3. Flowers solitary. Mericarps beaked, membranous, dehiscent S. cordata 
3 Flowers usually in axillary clusters, rarely solitary. Mericarps beaked S. urens 


Sida cordata (Burm. f.) Boiss. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Annual herb with prostrate to ascending branches. Pubescence stellate and simple. Flowers pale yellow. 


Sida ovata Forsskal 
Dhofar: Miller 2157 (E,ON); Maconochie 3517 (ON). 
Erect perennial herb. Pubescence stellate. Flowers white, solitary. Occurs in sandy, dry locations. 


Sida spinosa L. 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 377, 443 (ON). 
Erect annual herb. Pubescence stellate. Flowers white, solitary. Occurs as a weed in cultivated areas. 


Sida urens L. 

N. Oman: Ash 103 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2600 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9559 (E,ON). 

Perennial herb with hirsute to pilose stems. Flowers pale yellow, clustered. Often weedy, by roadsides 
and cultivated areas. 


Meliaceae 
Azadirachta indica (L.) Juss. 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 555 (ON). 
Cultivated. 
Arabic: sheresh, neem. 
Menispermaceae 


Cocculus balfourti Schweinf. 

Dhofar: Miller 6329 (E,K,UPS,ON); Miller 7007 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12720 (BM,ON). 

Perennial leafless shrub, with creeping stems. Stems with flattened spines. Often found creeping on 
coastal cliffs. 


Cocculus pendulus (J.R. & G. Forst.) Diels 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6613 (BM,ON); Musandam, Miller 6670 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 137 (K,ON); 
C. Oman: Stanley-Price 111 (E,ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 2237 (E,ON). 

Woody climber. Leaves present. Drupes red. Common on Prosopis, Ficus and Acacia species. 

Jibbali: yisten; Harsusi: Jolo, nishtayn. 


Mimosaceae 


In Oman, species included under Mimosaceae are trees or large shrubs and often form the dominant 
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component of the desert vegetation. Three such species are Acacia tortilis, A. ehrenbergiana and Prosopis 


cinerana. 


Key to the species of Acacia 


1 Flowers in spikes 


2 Prickles arranged in threes at the nodes, the central curving downward, lateral two curving upwards. 
(Flowers white-cream. Pod dehiscent) A. senegal 


2 Prickles not as above 


3 Prickles present on the apex of each pinna. Plant short, up to 2m. Pods stramineus A. hamulosa 


3 Prickles absent from pinnae 
4 Thorns curved, in pairs. (Flowers pale yellow. Leaflets 2-3 pairs on the pinnae, not 


overlapping) A. laeta 
4 Thorns single A. asak 


1 Flowers in globose heads 


5 Leaves 2-pinnate. (Flowers yellow; pod straight, flattened) A. ehrenbergiana 


5 Leaves with more than 2 pinnae 


6 Pods twisted. (Flowers white. Spines paired, white up to 5 cm long) A. tortilis 


6 Pods straight 
7 Flowers bright yellow. Pods markedly constricted inbetween the seeds (subsp. nilotica, 


subsp. indica) or else maturing black A. nilotica 


7 Flowers cream to white. Pods not as above 


8 Pods 5-19 cm long, brown-red, dehiscent, soft pubescent when mature. (Flowers white. Spines 
paired, 3-6 cm A. gerrardii 


8 Pods 4-6 cm long 


9 Pods straight, purplish brown at maturity, glabrous, with longitudinal lines. (Spines paired, 


straight and curved) A. etbaica 


9 Pods smooth, greyish-green at maturity, slightly constricted between the seeds, pubescent. 


(Spines paired) A, oerfota 


Acacia asak (Forsskal) Willd. 
Dhofar: Ash 254 (E,ON). 
Arabic: asak. 


Acacia ehrenbergiana Hayne 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6200 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 682 (Herb. SQU; Cult. Hortus SQU); Musandam, 
Braund 55 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 710 (K,ON); C. Oman: Maconochie 3432 (K,ON). 
Common shrub of gravel and sandy habitats. 

Arabic: salam; Harsusi: herthet. 


Acacia etbaica Schweinf. 
subsp. uncinata Brenan 
Dhofar: Miller 6337, 7657 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9099 (E,ON); Lawton 2498 (E?,ON). 
The Dhofar trees all belong to subsp. uncinata Brenan. 
Arabic: samra; Jibbali: haroz, tulh. 


Acacia farmnesiana (L.) Willd. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3137 (BM,ON). 
Cultivated. 


Acacia gerrardii Benth. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7981 (E,ON); Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU); Dhofar: Miller 7679 (E,ON); 
Whitcombe 58 (ON). 

Found above 1000 m in the northern mountains. 

Arabic: tulh; Jibbali: ailh. 
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Acacia hamulosa Benth. 
Dhofar: Lawton 2499 (E,ON, Herb. YAL); Maconochie 3592 (E,ON). 
Found in the dry hills and wadis to the north of the escarpment. 


Acacia laeta R. Br. ex Benth. 

Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Recorded from the low dry hills at the base of Jabal Qamar. (See Miller & Morris, 1988). 
Jibbali: temrit. 


Acacia nilotica (L.) Willd. ex Del. 
subsp. nilotica 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3738 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 115 (K,ON). 
Pods glabrous, black at maturity, strongly constricted between the seeds. Occurs in northern Oman, on 
the Batinah. 
Arabic: tulh, qarat; Jibbali: kurut, temrit. 


subsp. indica (Benth.) Brenan 
N. Oman: Whitcombe & Miller (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 
Pods densely white pubescent, constricted inbetween the seeds. 


subsp. kraussiana (Benth.) Brenan 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3582 (BM,ON). 
Pods minutely pubescent, becoming black at maturity, straight sided. Occurs in Dhofar in the coastal 
plains. 


Acacia oerfota (Forsskal) Schweinf. 

Dhofar: Miller 7189 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9399 (E,ON). 

Not as comon as the other species of Acacia. Found in the low dry hills, forming low shrubs. 
Unpleasant to smell when cut. 

Arabic: harheyr; Jibbali: tur, tulh, harheyr. 


Acacia senegal (L.) Willd. 

Dhofar: Miller 7760, 7632 (E,ON); Maconochie 2891 (K,ON). 
Common on the lower hills and slopes of the escarpment. 
Arabic: thor; Jibbali: tur, tulh, temmar. 


Acacia tortilis (Forsskal) Hayne 

N. Oman: Whitcombe 230 (ON); Ghazanfar 688 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Braund 56 (E,ON); C. 
Oman: Stanley-Price 238 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Clarke 0021 (ON). 

The most commonly occuring species, found throughout Oman. Variable in height. Trees on the southern 
coast have very short trunks. 

Arabic: samur; Jibbali: surereh, sayareh; Harsusi: hayrooth. 


Doubtful species 


Acacia ebumea Willd. 

N. Oman: Mandaville (Checklist, 1977). 

Recorded by J.P. Mandaville from the Jabal Akhdar mountains (northern mountains), above 450 m. A. 
eburnea is very similar to A. gerrardii, and the above record could probably be this species. No material 
at ON. 


In addition to the more commonly cultivated species of Acacia (mentioned above), several other species, 
such as A. auriculiformis A. Cunn. ex Benth., A. saligna (Labill.) H.L. Wend., and A. salicina Lindl. are 
cultivated in private gardens. 


Albizia lebbeck (L.) Benth. 
Cultivated. 
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Dichrostachys cinerea (L.) Wight & Arn. 

(Syn.: D. glomerata (Forsskal) Chiov.) 

Spiny shrub. Leaves with 8-15 pairs of pinnae. Heads pendulous, each with fertile (yellow) and sterile 
pink-purple) flowers. Pods twisted, forming a cluster. Recorded and photographed by R. Whitcombe 
from Dhant, south of Sha’at, Jabal Qamar, Dhofar. First record for Oman. No specimen at ON. 


Leucaena leucocephala (Lam.) de Wit 
Cultivated. 


Pithecellobiur dulce (Roxb.) Benth. 
Cultivated. 


Prosopis cineraria (L.) Druce 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6233 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU); Musandam, Braund 76 
(E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7696/3 (E,ON); C. Oman: Maconochie 3440 (BM,ON); Dhofar: 
McLeish 553 (E,ON); Miller 6420 (E,ON). 

Tree up to 10 m. Younger branches with prickles. Flowers in pedunculate spikes. One of the most 
common tree species of the sandy deserts. In Wahiba sands and the outskirts of Rub al Khali 
Prosopis cineraria forms woodlands. Degenerated Prosopis woodlands are found on the Batinah and 
parts of central Oman. 

Arabic: ghaf, Harsusi: awd. 


Prosopis juliflora (Swartz) DC. 
Cultivated. 


Molluginaceae 


Glinus lotoides \. 

Dhofar: Miller 2450 (E, ON); McLeish 469 (ON). 

Decumbent annual herb. Leaves opposite. Flowers in congested, axillary cymes. Sepals 5, stellate- 
pubescent. Petals absent. Occurs in moist and shady locations. 


Limeum arabicum Friedr. 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar s.n. (Herb. SQU); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 6740/12 (ON). 

Perennial herb, stems prostrate, rigid, somewhat zig zag. Leaves opposite, the lower often encrusted with 
sand. Occurs on sand dunes. Not common. 


Limeum humile Forsskal 

(Syn.: Limeum obovatum Vicary) 

N. Oman: Miller 6652 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 151 (ON, Herb. YAL). 
Arabic: thumynah. 


Mollugo cerviana (L.) Seringe 

Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7800/3 (E,ON). 

Delicate annual herb. Branches rigid. Lower leaves usually withering away, leaving the lower part of the 
stem leafless. Upper leaves in whorls. Petals absent. Capsule dehiscing by 3 valves. Occurs in shady 
and moist areas. 


Moraceae 


Dorstenia foetida (Forsskal) Schweinf. 

Dhofar: Miller & Whitcombe 2079 (E,ON); Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU). 

Small, curious looking plant with a swollen stem (4-6 cm), covered with leaf-scars. Leaves crowded at 
the top of the stem. Male and female flowers sunk into a receptacle. Receptacle surrounded by 5-10 
leaf-like bracts. Occurs in the foot of the escarpment mountains, in crevices and soil pockets. Very 
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common under Euphorbia basamifera shrubs (See Miller & Morris, 1988). 
Dhofari Arabic: kartib; Jibbali: kertib. 


Species of Ficus in Oman are tall trees, except F. carica, which is a small tree or a shrub and is cultivated 
in date gardens. Species of Ficus can be recognised by their fruit which is a fig and paired stipules which 
fall off, leaving a scar. 


Key to the species of Ficus 


1 Leaves lobed and or with dentate to serrate margins 
2 Leaves deeply dissected, mainly into 5S lobes, and then each lobe with a lobed margin. Figs 


c. 10 mm in diam. F. geraniifolia 
2 Leaves not deeply dissected 
3 Leaves 3-5-lobed. Figs 10-12 mm in diam., pedunculate F. johannis 
3 Leaves obscurely lobed. Figs 20-50 mm in diam. 
4 Leaves variable, the lower often ovate, the upper 3-lobed. Figs 15-20 mm in diam. F. carica 
4 Leaves generally all ovate. Figs 15-20 mm in diam. F. palmata 


1 Leaves not lobed, margin entire, sometimes undulate or obscurely dentate 
5 Leaves narrow ovate to oblong-ovate, base rounded, glabrous, shiny. Figs 5-7 mm in diam., on 
short pendulate pedicels, green with pale green spots, ripening orange-red 
F. cordata subsp. salicifolia 
5 Leaves ovate to suborbicular. Figs more than 7 mm in diam. 
6 Figs c. 10 mm in diam., sessile, white-grey. Leaves ovate, base cordate, not shiny, glabrous F. lutea 
6 Figs 2-4 cm in diam., pubescent, in dense branched clusters. Leaves alternate, ovate to 


oblong-ovate F. sycomorus 
6 Figs c. 1 cm in diam., densely tomentose, solitary or few together. Leaves spirally arranged, 
broadly ovate to suborbicular F. vasta 


Ficus carica L. 

N. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9560 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 47 (E,ON). 
Figs edible. 

Arabic: teen. 


Ficus cordata Thunb. 

subsp. salicifolia (Vahl) C.C. Berg 
(Syn.: Ficus salicifolia Vahl) 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3161 (E,ON); SFA Group 11 (Herb. SQU); Mandaville 6155 (BM,ON); 
Musandam, Braund 37 (E,ON); C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9533 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2249 (E,ON). 
Found throughout Oman, in wadis and often by mountain sides. Plant is used medicinally. The fruits 
falling in water are reported to be chewed by fish. 
Arabic: lithab; Dhofari Arabic: itebeh; Jibbali: eytib. 


Ficus geraniifolia Miq. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3976 (K,ON). 
Known only from the above record. 


Ficus johannis Boiss. 

(Syn. F. persica Boiss.) 

N. Oman: Musandam, Miller 6773 (E,ON); Gallagher 6399/14 (E,ON). 
Recorded only from Musandam. 


Ficus lutea Vahl 

Dhofar: Miller 7114 (E,K,ON). 

Found in the wadis of the escarpment mountains. 
Jibbali: derfit, zirfit. 


Ficus palmata Forsskal 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6306 (BM,ON); Western 646 (BE). 
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Found by permanent water pools in the wadis and foothills. 
Arabic: sigab, thiqab; Jibbali: al belib, bols. 


Ficus sycomorus L. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3676 (ON); Dhofar: Miller 7038 (E,ON). 

Occurs in the wadis and escarpment woodlands in Dhofar. Recorded only once from northern Oman. 
Dhofari Arabic: geydeh; Jibbali: gizit. 


Ficus vasta Forsskal 

N. Oman: Jnsall 11 (ON); Dhofar: Miller 2374 (E,ON). 

Perhaphs the largest tree in Oman, reaching up to 40 m. Occurs in the wadis and escarpment woodland 
in the drier regions. 

Dhofari Arabic: teyk; Jibbali: tik. 


Several species of Ficus are cultivated for shade and ornament. The common ones are 
F. amplissima J.E. Sm., F. benghalensis L., F. benjamina L., F. elastica Roxb. ex Hornem., F. lyrata 
Warb., F. nitida Thunb., F. religiosa L., and F. retusa L. 


Moringaceae 


Moninga pterygosperma Gaertn. 
(Syn.: M. oleifera Lam.) 
Cultivated. 


Moringa peregrina (Forsskal) Fiori 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7970 (E,ON); Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU); Musandam, Ash 37 (E,ON); 
Dhofar: McLeish 606 (E,ON). 

Small tree, evergreen, with drooping, leafless branches. Conspicuous in flower with large sprays of pink- 
white flowers. Fragrant and attracting a lot of bees. Common on cliff faces in crevices and soil pockets. 
Common in the foothills of the Hajar mountains usually above 600 m. 

Arabic: shua; Dhofari Arabic: ben; Jibbali: yen, terfal, benen. 


Myrtaceae 


Myrtus communis L. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-273 (BSB,ON); Miller 6630 (E,ON). 

Evergreen shrub with aromatic leaves. Flowers white, fragrant. Found in the foothills and lower slopes 
of the Jabal Akhdar range. Also recorded from the Saiq plateau (c. 1900 m). 

Arabic: yas. 


Psidium guajava L. 
Cultivated. Guava. 


Eucalyptus spp. 


Cultivation of Eucalyptus sp. in Oman was banned by a Royal Decree in 1988. 


Neuradaceae 


Neurada procumbens L. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-109 (BSB,ON); Gallagher 7912/8 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 
7781/6 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 174 (ON, Herb. YAL). 

Prostrate annual, readily recognised by the spiny discoid fruit, which is retained as a collar around the 
base of the new plant. Common after the rains in wadi fans. 

Arabic: sa’dan; Harsusi: abtheeth, al abdhaydhay. 


G2 


Nyctaginaceae 


Boerhavia coccinea Miller 

N. Oman: Maconochie 2960 (K?,ON); Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9189 (E,ON). 

Annual herb with erect or prostrate stems. Stems pubescent. Anthocarp glandular at the ribs. In sandy 
and gravelly locations. 


Boerhavia diffusa L. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3283 (K,ON); Whitcombe 220 (E?,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2420 (E,ON); Miller & 
Nyberg 9012 (E,ON). 

Very similar to the last species but with a more lax habit. Stems with long internodes. Flowers magenta, 
in lax panicles. Anthocarp S-ribbed, glandular and pubescent or eglandular. 

Arabic: hadimdam, sunaijid. 


Boerhavia rubicunda Steud. 

(Syn.: B. elegans Choisy) 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3271 (K,ON); Mandaville 6265 (BM,ON); C. Oman: Tear 322 (ON, Herb. Yal); 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Perennial herb. Stems delicate, dichotomously branched, slender, red. Very distinctive because of its red 
colour. Common besides roads and disturbed places in the foothills of the northern mountains and the 
Hudf region of the central desert. 

Arabic: hahimdan; Hursusi: sulaykit karmeem, sulaykit mal jebel. 


Bougainvillea spp. 
Cultivated. 


Commicarpus boissieri (Heimer!) Cufod. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-441 (BSB,ON); Lawton 2486 (E,ON); Gallagher 8021/12 (ON); Dhofar: 
Miller 7642 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12368/8 (BM,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1520 (Herb. SQU). 
Perennial herb with a woody base. Stems prostrate to ascending, glabrous. Leaves opposite, somewhat 
fleshy. Flowers pedicellate, pink to violet or white, in superposed umbels, 3-5 per node. Anthocarp with 
sessile glands, forming a ring at the apex and on the ribs below. On rocky hillsides and wadis. 

Jibbali: aytif, itif, haytif. 


Commicarpus helenae (J.A. Schultes) Meikle 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3913, 3755 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Very similar to C. boissieri and found in the same habitats. Distinguished by its subpedicellate flowers 
and 2 stamens. Glands dark purple. 

Jibbali: aytif. 


Commicarpus squarrosus (Heimer!) Stand. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6577 (BM,ON); Hirst s.n. (ON). 

Perennial with a woody stock. Stems ascending. Leaves orbicular with a truncate or subcordate base. 
Flowers purple, subsessile, becoming reflexed. Anthocarp with stalked glands at the apex and sessile 
wart-like glands below on the ribs. 


Commicarpus stenocarpus (Chiov.) Cufod. 

N. Oman: Ash 190 (E,ON); C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9517 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2438 (E,ON). 
Perennial herb, glandular-pubescent. Flowers pink/purple, pedicellate. Anthocarp with stalked glands 
on the apex and sessile glands on the ribs below. 

Jibbali: aytif. 


Oleaceae 


Jasminum grandiflorum L. 
subsp. floribundum (R.Br. ex Fresen) P.S. Green 
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N. Oman: Maconochie 3072 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2158 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12362/6 (BM,ON). 
Perennial scrambling shrub with white tubular flowers. Leaves 3-5-foliolate. Flowers fragrant. Common 
in the escarpment mountains in Dhofar, scrambling on shrubs and trees. Recorded only once from 
northern Oman, not common. 

Arabic: yasmin razqy; Jibbali: emtobtob. 


subsp. grandiflonum 


Cultivated. 


Jasminum fluminense Vell. 


subsp. gratissumum (Defl.) P.S. Green 
Masirah Island: Radcliffe-Smith 4257 (K). 


Jasminum sambac (L.) Ait. 
Cultivated. 


Olea europaea L. 

N. Oman: Whitcombe 268 (E,ON); Mandaville 6583, 6626, 6442 (BM,ON); Dhofar: Vesey-Fitzgerald 
1246/3 (BM,ON). 

Small tree (up to 5 m), evergreen. Leaves green above and brownish-green beneath. Fruit purple-black 
when ripe. Common on the mountains above 1100 m, where it forms a part of the woodland vegetation 
with Monotheca buxifolia and Dodonaea viscosa as associated species. 

Arabic: itm; Dhofari Arabic: mitan; Jibbali: motin. 


Orobanchaceae 


Cistanche lutea Hoffm. et Link 

C. Oman: Gallagher 6972/6 (E?,ON). 

Parastic annual, parasitic on the roots of Zygophyllum sp. Collected form the sandy areas in Mugqshin 
(east of Rub al Khali). 


Cistanche tubulosa (Schrenk) Hook. f. 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar 764 (Herb. SQU); Gallagher 7927/4 (E,ON); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 362 (ON, 
Herb. YAL); Wahiba Sands: Cope (Checklist, 1988); Dhofar: McLeish 152 (E,ON). 

Annual root parasite, commonly parasitic on salt bushes, especially Cornulaca and Zygophylium spp. 
Conspicuous when in flower with its fleshy spikes of yellow-orange tubular flowers. Common on the 
Batinah and in the sandy deserts. 

Arabic: basul, dhamin. 


Cistanche rosea Baker 
Dhofar: Miller 2491 (EB). 
Flowers rose-coloured. Occurs in the drier parts of Dhofar. 


Orobanche minor Smith 

Dhofar: Miller 7745, 2163 (E); Miller 2067, 7568 (E,ON). 

Parasitic herb, fleshy with purple flowers. Found in cultivated areas up to 1000 m. 
Arabic: halook. 


Orobanche cernua Loefl. 

N. Oman: Whitcombe 180 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1210 (Herb. SQU). 

Parasitic annual herb, fleshy. Flowers pale-purple. Collected from cultivated land at c. 1000 m. 
Recorded to be parasitic mainly on the cultivated Solanaceae, such as tomato, eggplant and some 
legumes. 


Orobanche ramosa L. 
N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1774 (Herb. SQU). 
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Branched parasitic annual. Flowers blue. Parasitic on ?grape vine at Wakkan (western Hajar). Not 
common, 


Oxalidaceae 


Oxalis comiculata L. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3396 (E,ON); Ash 93 (E,ON). 

Creeping annual. Leaves trifoliolate, exhibiting ’sleep’ movements when touched. Flowers yellow, on long 
slender peduncles, arranged in umbels. A weed in cultivated date gardens, in damp shady places. 

Arabic: mahummad. 


Papaveraceae 


Argemone mexicana L. 

Dhofar: Whitcombe 951 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1870 (Herb. SQU). 

Distinct papaver species with a pungent smell. Stems erect, prickly. Leaves pinnatifid, base clasping, 
prickly. Flowers bright yellow, the petals falling soon. Capsules prickly, dehiscent, with small black seeds. 
Occurs in the escarpment mountains. 

Arabic: ghadrect. 


Phytolaccaceae 


Gisekia pharmnacioides L. 

N.Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3740 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 152 (ON, Herb. YAL). 

Small prostrate herb. Leaves opposite, generally linear to oblanceolate. Carpels 5, separate, muricate. 
Usually in shady locations. Gisekia has been treated under Molluginaceae by many authorities. In this 
Catalogue, following Cronquist’s (1981) classification, it is placed under Phytolaccaceae. Gisekia 
resembles the Molluginaceae in habit, inflorescence and some pollen characters, but is distinct from that 
family in its free carpels. Biochemically, Gisekia contains betalains, which have, as yet, not been found in 
the Molluginaceae. 


Piperaceae 
Peperomia pellucida (L.) H. B. K. 
Dhofar: Miller 7602 (E,ON). 
Small annual herb, delicate. Leaves translucent, cordate, 5-7-nerved. Occurs in damp locations. 
Plantaginaceae 


In Oman, species of Plantago are annuals, found in the foothills, in sandy and gravelly places, flowering 
after the rains. 


Key to the species of Plantago 


1 Plant sparsely hairy or glabrous. Leaves glabrous, scape glabrous 
2 Leaves oblanceolote (5-10 mm x 6-10 mm) 5-nerved, margin obsurely denticulate —_P. ammplexicaulis 


2 Leaves elliptic to ovate (10-15 cm long), 5-9-nerved, margin entire P. major 
1 Plant villous. Leaves pubescent; nerves obscure. Scape pubescent 
3 Corolla lobes densely villous at the back P. ciliata 
3 Corolla lobes glabrous 
4 Bracts and sepals glabrous. Spike up to 25 mm long P. ovata 


4 Bracts and sepals villous. Spike 35-80 mm long P. boissien 


Plantago amplexicaulis Cav. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3064 (K,ON); Edmondson 3315 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 132 (E,ON). 


Plantago boissieri Hausskn. & Bornm. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Plantago ciliata Desf. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3128 (K,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-129 (BSB,ON). 


Plantago major L. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3494 ((E,ON); Ghazanfar 1783 (Herb. SQU). 
Recorded only from the Jabal Akhdar range from cultivated areas, above 1000 m. 


Plantago ovata Forsskal 
N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-141 (BSB,ON); Dhofar: Dalibard & Whitcombe 33 (E,ON). 


Plantago indet. 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9318 (E,ON). 


Plumbaginaceae 


Dyerophytum indicum (Gibs. ex Wight) Kuntze 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6280 (BM,ON); Maconochie 2695 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2251 (E,ON). 
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Perennial grey-green shrub with a mealy covering on the leaves. Flowers yellow, tubular, lobes appearing 


winged. Common in the foothills. 
Arabic: malihlah; Dhofari Arabic: mwilah; Jibbali: melheloh. 


Limonium aallare (Forsskal) Kuntze 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3638 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7530 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1871 (Herb. SQU). 

Low perennial shrub, forming clumps. Branches covered with old leaf bases. Flowers pink, in large 

panicles. Species of Limonium occur on saline soils, near coasts and on the saline sandy plains of the 
central desert. 

Jibbali: sisyit, tehameh. 


Limonium stocksit (Boiss.) Kuntze 

N. Oman: Miller & Whitcombe 2021 (E,ON); Maconochie 3450, 2803 (E,ON);Wahiba Sands: Cope 41 
(K,ON); C. Oman: Tear 250 (ON, Herb. YAL); Miller & Nyberg 9449 (E,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 609 
(E,ON); Masirah Island: Anderlini 0027 (E,ON). 

Woody shrub, leafless on the older stems; branches covered with old leaf bases. Leaves grey-green. 
Flowers pink-purple, panicles smaller than the last species. Occurs on saline soils. Forms a part of the 
main vegetation in the saline areas of the central desert. 

Jibbali: sizyit; Harsusi: gesob. 


Plumbago zeylanica L. 

Dhofar: Miller 2171 (E,ON); Ash 144 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1503 (Herb. SQU). 

Perennial herb with scrambling stems. Leaves alternate. Flowers pale blue/white. Calyx with stalked 
glands. Occurs in the wet escarpment mountains. 

Jibbali: enkiin, ensain, kefildotin, elkin, elsiin, sefiket, sefek. 


Polygalaceae 


Flowers of Polygala apparently resemble papilionaceous flowers. The flower consists of 5 sepals, of 
which the 2 lateral ones are enlarged and petaloid, often with dark nerves. The lower median petal is 
boat-shaped and fringed at the tip; the 2 lateral petals are completely suppressed and the 2 upper ones 
are distinct. 


Key to the species of Polygala 


1 Annual herbs P. enioptera 
1 Perennial herbs, woody at the base 
2 Flowers yellow 
3 Leaves obovate (10-35 x 5-15 cm). Inner sepals ovate, yellow, many nerved at the base. Keel with 


a pink crest P. tinctoria 

3 Leaves obovate to oblong. Inner sepals up to 6 mm P. dhofarica 
2 Flowers pink-purple 

4 Leaves linear to linear lanceolate. P. mascatense 

4 Leaves elliptic to linear, mucronate. P. obtusissima 


Polygala abyssinica R.Br. ex Fresen. 
N. Oman: Miller & Whitcombe (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 
Only known from the above record. Not collected since. Needs confirmation. 


Polygala dhofarica Baker 

Dhofar: Miller 7613, 6126 (E,ON); Bent 186 (Holotype K). 

Perennial woody herb, glabrous. Flowers yellow, inner sepals up to 6 mm. Similar to P. tinctoria, but 
with smaller flowers. Endemic to Dhofar. 

Jibbali: halainut. 


Polygala erioptera DC. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kurschner 83-379 (BSB,ON); Ghazanfar 1141 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Braund 23 
(E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Lawton 2565 (ON); C. Oman: Maconochie 3415 (K,ON). 

Annual herb. Flowers whitish-green. Outer sepals 3-nerved. Leaves linear to filiform. Common after 
the rains. In sandy and gravelly habitats. 

Arabic: ghazema; Harsusi: shhaymet ghazal. 


Polygala mascatense Boiss. 

N. Oman: Miller 6487 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1880 (Herb. SQU); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 286 (ON, Herb. 
YAL); Dhofar: Maconochie 3597 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope (Checklist, 1988); Aucher-Eloy 4201 
(Syntypes W,P). 

Perennial herb , woody at the base. Leaves linear to linear-lanceolate. Flowers pink-purple. In sandy 
and stony locations and wadi beds. 

Harsusi: gashaish, gaslhgaisth. 


Polygala obtusissima Hochst. 
(Syn.: P. sinensis Oliv.) 
Dhofar: Maconochie 2900, 3625 (K,ON); Miller 2630, 2687 (E); 


Polygala tinctoria Vahl 

Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Woody perennial. Inner sepals ovate (9-10 mm), many nerved at the base, nerves purple. Occurs in the 
drier areas of the escarpment mountains. 


Polygala sp. 


N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1828 (Herb. SQU). 
Perennial herb, up to 30 cm. Flowers purple. Fruit with an asymmetrical wing. 


Polygonaceae 


Antigonun leptopus Hook. & Arn. 
Cultivated. 


Calligonum comosum L’ Herit. 
(Syn.: C. polygonoides L. subsp. comosum (L’Herit) Sosk.) 
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N. Oman: Maconochie 3236 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 60 (K,ON); C. Oman: Tear 343 (ON, Herb. 
YAL); Ghazanfar 700 (Herb. SQU). 

Large spreading shrub with articulated stems. Fruit distinctive in having long, soft red bristles. Common 
on stabilised sand dunes in the sandy deserts, being the only large shrub there. 

Arabic: arta, abal, dhakar. 


Calligonum crinitum Boiss. 
subsp. arabicurn (Sosk.) Sosk. 
(Syn.: C. arabicum Sosk.) 
N. Oman: Lawton 2566 (E?,ON); Hughes-Clarke 009 (ON); Maconochie 3346 (K?,ON); C. Oman: Tear & 
Forrester 343 (ON, Herb. YAL). 
Fruit about a third the size of C. comosum. 


Emex spinosus (L.) Campd. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3418 (E,ON); Simms s.n. (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Braund 111 (E,ON). 
Monoecious annual herb. Perianth persistent in the female flowers, enclosing the fruit, the outer 
segments of the perianth provided with divergent spines. In cultivated locations. 

Arabic: lisan al-kalb. 


Polygonum senegalense Meisn. 

Dhofar: Ghazanfar 1664 (Her. SQU). 

Aquatic perennial. Stems ascending to trailing, rooting at the nodes. Common in shallow fresh water 
pools, often forming pure stands. 


Pteropyrum scoparium Jaub. & Spach. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6223 (BM,ON); Maconochie 2966 (ON). 

Perennial shrub. Leaves terete to linear, arranged spirally. Flowers with a white perianth and orange- 
red stamens. Fruit 3-lobed with 3 papery wings. Common in wadis and flood channels, forming dense 
stands. 

Arabic: sidaf; Harsusi: sidaf. 


Rumex vesicarius L. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3233 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 13 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2537 (E,ON). 
Annual herb, conspicuous with its red inner perianth segments which are convergent over the fruit. 
Common by roadsides and disturbed places, flowering after the rains. 

Arabic: hummad. 


Pontederiaceae 


Eichhomia crassipes (Mart.) Solms-Lamb. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 8074 (ON). 

Floating or anchored aquatic. Leaves with bulbous petioles. Flowers purple. First sighted in 1987 in Al 
Ansab Sewage Lagoons. Spreading rapidly. Introduced. The above collection is the first record for 
Oman. 


Portulacaceae 


Portulaca grandiflora Hook. 


Cultivated. 


Portulaca oleracea L. 


N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3994 (K,ON); Musandam, Braund 53 (E,ON); C. Oman: Gallagher 8112/3 
(E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2140 (E,ON). 
Fleshy annual herb with spreading, ascending to prostrate branches. Leaves opposite. Flowers in sessile 


98 


clusters, present in the forks of branches. Weedy, common in cultivated places. Often found in watered 
tree pits. 
Arabic: barbir, baklah, nijlah, rigla; Dhofari Arabic: hamdeh; Jibbali: humuzet. 


Portulaca quadrifida L. 

N. Oman: Collenette 8069 (E,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 113 (E,ON); Maconochie 3537 (E?,ON); N. Oman: 
Whitcombe & Miller (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 

Annual herb, rooting at the nodes. Leaves opposite, with copious white hairs present in the axils of 
leaves. Petals 4. Weedy. 

Arabic: farfina; Jibbali: osot, esexerit, zerxiz. 


Talinum portulacifolium (Forsskal) Asch. ex Schweinf. 

Dhofar: McLeish 576 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9354 (E,ON). 

Perennial herb, woody at the base. Leaves alternate, somewhat fleshy. Flowers pink-purple, in elongated 
racemes. In wet and moist locations. 


Primulaceae 


Anagallis arvensis L. 

N. Oman: Whitcombe 102 (ON); Ash 241 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 135 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 
117 (K,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 681 (E,ON). 

Annual herb. Leaves bright green, opposite, gland dotted. Flowers blue. In cultivated locations. 

Arabic: ain al gat, al auaina, uwaynah, zraig al ain. 


Dionysia mira Wendelbo 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1007 (Herb. SQU); Whitcombe 235 (ON). 

Perennial herb, stems covered with the remains of old leaves. Leaves with dentate, sinuate margins. 
Flowers yellow, tubular, in umbels. Occurs only in a few localities in the Jabal Akhdar range. At high 
altitudes (above 2000 m). Rare. 

Arabic: shajarat al wal. 


Samolus valerandi L. 

Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Annual herb with ascending stems. Leaves forming a basal rosette. Flowers white, in racemes. 
Recorded from the wet escarpment woodlands in Dhofar. 


Punicaceae 


Punica granatum L. 
Cultivated at Saiq in the Hajar mountains (c. 1800 m). Pomegranate. 
Arabic: muman. 


Ranunculaceae 


Clematis orientalis L. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6444 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 1012, 1393 (Herb. SQU). 

Climbing shrub. Petioles of leaves tendril-like. Leaflets 3-lobed. Flowers white. Achenes with plumose 
styles. Occurs above 2000 m on the Jabal Akhdar range where it is common. Common under Juniperus 
trees. 

Arabic: khaymaran. 


Delphinium penicillatum Boiss. 
N. Oman: Aucher-Eloy 4034 (P). 
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Recorded from a single locality in Muscat. Not collected since Aucher-Eloy’s collection. The record 
needs confirmation (see Tan in Notes R.B.G. Edinb. 42(1): 18-19, 1984). 


Ranunculus muricatus L. 
N. Oman: Ash 242 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 860 (Herb. SQU,ON). 


Annual herb with long petiolate leaves. Lower leaves 3-lobed. Achenes compressed, muricate. Flowers 
yellow. Found in cultivated date gardens in shaded, moist places. 


Resedaceae 


For a revision of Ochradenus in Arabia see A.G. Miller in Notes R.B.G. Edinb. 41(3): 491-504 (1984). 
The following key is adapted from A.G. Miller (op. cit.). 


Key to the species of Ochradenus 


1 Inflorescence glandular-pubescent O. spartioides 
1 Inflorescence not glandular-pubescent 
2 Fruit a berry, globose, white when mature, not inflated O. baccatus 


2 Fruit a capsule, papery or leathery or inflated 
3 Non-spiny shrub, shoots slender, not intricately branched. (Fruit oblong to ovoid, on a short 


pedicel) O. auchen 
3 Spiny shrubs, shoot intricately branched, spine-tipped 
4 Flowers unisexual, in spikes, axis spine-tipped. Capsule globose to ovoid O. arabicus 
4 Flowers bisexual, distantly placed in a lax spike. Capsule ovoid, 3-lobed, papery, inflated 
O. harsusiticus 


Ochradenus arabicus Chaudhary 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6309 (BM,ON); Gallagher 8021/8 (E,ON); Musandam, Hughes-Clarke 36 (E,ON); 
Wahiba Sands: Cope 99 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2179 (E,ON). 

In open, rocky and sandy habitats. 

Arabic: gurliya, asmat, hibab. 


Ochradenus auchen Boiss. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6269 (BM,ON); Edmondson 3359 (E,ON). 
Found on rocky slopes, up to 1000 m. 

Arabic: asa al jabal. 


Ochradenus baccatus Delile 

Dhofar: Miller 2408 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 271 (E, Herb. YAL); 
In the drier areas of Dhofar. 

Harsusi: gessoat, gusawoat. 


Ochradenus harsusiticus A. Miller 

C. Oman: Stanley-Price 270 (ON, Herb. YAL); Ghazanfar 976 (Herb. SQU); Maconochie 3430 
(Holotype E); Isotype ON). 

In dry sandy areas. Present only in the central desert of Jiddat al Harasis. Endemic to Oman. 
Harsusi: gurththa. 


Ochradenus spartioides (O. Schwartz) Abdullah 
Dhofar: McLeish 778 (E,ON). 
Jibbali: orem, girsot. 


Oligomeris linifolia (Vahl) Macbride 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3423 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1088 (Herb. SQU). 
Small annual herb. Leaves linear, arranged in fascicles. Common after the rains in the northern foothills. 


Reseda auchen Boiss. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7976/5 (E,ON); Edmondson 3263 (E,ON); Musandam, Gallagher 6701/5 (E,ON). 
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Erect annual or perennial. Leaves dissected. Flowers white, in long terminal spikes. Flowering from 
December to February in the northern foothills. 
Arabic: zinban. 


Reseda sphenocleoides Defi. 
Dhofar: Miller 2383 (E,ON). 


Rhamnaceae 


Rhamnus staddo A. Rich. 

Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Small tree or shrub with spine-tipped branches. Flowers clustered in the axils of leaves. Berries 
occuring in pairs or 3’s, red when ripe. Recorded from the escarpment mountains. 

Dhofari Arabic: hagor mitayn; Jibbali: jeferit motin, jiberit motin. 


Sageretia spiciflora (A.Rich.) Hutch. & Druce 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3861 (K,ON); Gallagher 8052/3 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1014 (Herb. SQU). 
Evergreen spiny shrub, with intricate branches. Berries red to black when ripe, usually 3-seeded, edible. 
Grows at high altitudes (above 1800 m) in the Jabal Akhdar range. 

Arabic: nimt. 


Ziziphus leucodermis (Baker) O. Schwartz 

C. Oman: Maconochie 3159 (K,ON); Tear & Forrester 437 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 6576 
(E,ON). 

Intricately branched shrub, with zig-zag, grey stems. Leaves 3-5-nerved at the base. Stipular spines 2, one 
straight and the other curved. Fruit globose. Occurs in dry areas. Not found in northern Oman. 
Arabic: habatha,; Dhofari Arabic: haybed; Jibbali: hidit, hubd; Harsust: haib/. 


Ziziphus spina-chnsti (L.) Desf. 

N. Oman: Miller 6648 (E,ON); Edmondson 3469 (E,ON); Musandam, 3694 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 6216 
(E,ON). 

Common tree of the wadis and plains. Leaves strongly 3-nerved. Stipular spines 2, one straight and the 
other curved. Fruit edible. 

Arabic: (plant) sidr, (fruit) nabaq; Dhofari Arabic: i/b; Jibbali: zed. 


Ziziphus cf. mauritiana Lam. 

N. Oman: Miller 6618 (E,ON); Whitcombe 296 (ON); Edmondson 3480 (E,ON); Ash 86 (E,ON). 

Tree with dark-green glabrous leaves. Occurs in the Jabal Akhdar range. Fruit and seed kernel edible. 
Arabic: gassum. 


Rosaceae 


Cotoneaster nummulania Fisch. & Mey. 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1015 (Herb. SQU); Miller & Nyberg 9583 (E,ON). 

Small shrub with broadly ovate to orbicular leaves. Leaves often present on short lateral shoots. 
Flowers white, in compact clusters. Collected only from Jabal Shams in the Jabal Akhdar range above 
2500 m. 


Prunus arabicus (Oliv.) Meikle 

(Syn.: Amygdalus arabica Oliv.) 

N. Oman: Clarke 0044 (ON); Musandam, Miller 6681 (E,ON); Mandaville 7254 (BM,ON); Ash 12 
(E,ON). 

Shrub, unarmed. Flowers pink, appearing before the leaves. Very distictive when flowering. Grows on 
mountain slopes from 1200-1400 m. 
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Malus sp. (apple) and Prunus spp. (almond, apricot and plum) are cultivated in a few villages in the Jabal 
Akhdar range (northern mountains). Rosa spp. (rose) are cultivated at a flower nursery at 
Saig (c. 1800 m) in the Jabal Akhdar. 


Rubiaceae 


Callipeltis cucullana (L.) Steven 

N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 136, 59 (E,ON). 

Annual herb. Leaves opposite. Flowers in cymes, subtended by elliptic to orbicular bracts, usually 
folded lengthwise around the fruit. Occurs in dry stony places, above 1000 m. 


Galium aparine L. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3189 (E,ON); Whitcombe 48 (ON). 

Annual climber, often hairy at the nodes. Leaves 6-8 in a whorl, linear to lanceolate. Flowers white. 
Fruit covered with dense hairs. Weed of cultivated date gardens. 


Galium ceratopodium Boiss. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Ash 277 (E,ON). 
Arabic: mulizqa. 


Galium setaceum Lam. 

subsp. decaisnei (Boiss.) Ehrend. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6392 (BM,ON); Edmondson 3455 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 7, 58 (E,ON). 
Erect annual with filiform stems. Leaves usually in a whorl. Fruit rounded, with long hooked hairs. 
Occurs in open gravelly places, above 500 m. 


Jaubertia auchen Guill. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3358 (E,ON); Musandam, Leane 21 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 15 (K,ON); 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9406 (E,ON). 

Woody shrub, ends of branches sharp but not spiny. Leaves small and cylindrical. Calyx with long white 
hairs, flowers appearing fluffy. Common in the foothills. 

Arabic: khurman. 


Kohautia caespitosa Schnitzl. 
N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-402 (BSB,ON); Dhofar: 6128 (E,ON); Miller 6078 (E,ON). 


Annual herb. Leaves linear with filiform stipules. Flowers white, fragrant. Occurs in open, gravelly 
areas. 


Kohautia retrorsa (Boiss.) Bremek. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3243 (BM,ON); Mandaville 6259 (BM,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7696/6 
(E,ON); Ghazanfar 1030 (Herb. SQU); C. Oman: Tear 298, 8T (E,ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 7779 
(E,ON). 

Annual or perennial herb, often woody at the base. Leaves sessile, basal. Calyx cup-shaped, with 4, 
acute, triangular lobes. Common in the sandy and dry gravelly desert. 

Arabic: silka ?; Harsusi: salaykit. 


Kohautia indet. 


C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9476 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9079, 9063, 9390 (E,ON); McLeish 872, 
677 (E,ON). 


Oldenlandia corymbosa L. 
var. caespitosa (Benth.) Verdc. 
Dhofar: Miller 6089 (E,ON). 
Annual herb with small white flowers. Calyx with small hairs. Weedy. Found in stony and gravelly 
places. 
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Oldenlandia sp. 
N. Oman: Ghazanfar s.n. (Herb. SQU); Collenette 7998 (E,ON). 


Pavetta longiflora Vahl 

Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9153 (E,ON). 

Shrub, with ovate, opposite leaves. Stipules united into a sheath. Flowers white. (See Miller & Morris, 
1988). 


Pseudogaillonia hymenostephana (Jaub. & Spach) Lincz. 

N. Oman: Ferrand 21 (E,ON); Maconochie 3409 (ON); Musandam, Ash 31 (E,ON). 

Small woody herb, recognised by its pinkish-yellow calyx tube which is orbicular with 5-7 lobes. Found in 
the crevices of rocks in the foothills of the northern mountains. 


Pterogaillonia calycoptera (Decne.) Lincz. 

(Syn.: Gaillonia calycoptera (Decne.) Jaub. & Spach) 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6150 (BM,ON); Miller 6604 (E,ON). 

Small shrub with opposite leaves. Flowers solitary, calyx lobes becoming spinescent in fruit. 


Rubia sp. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3493 (ON); Miller & Nyberg 9582, 9574 (E,ON). 


Rutaceae 


Citrus aurantifolia (Christm.) Swingle 
Cultivated. Lime. 
Arabic: leemu. 


Citrus limon (L.) Burm. f. 
Cultivated. Lemon. 
Arabic: /imon. 


Citrus sinensis (L.) Osbeck 
Cultivated. Orange. 
Arabic: burtagal. 


Citrus sp. 
Cultivated. A yellow skinned sweet orange. 
Arabic: safargal. 


Haplophyllum tuberculatum (Forsskal) Juss. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3789 (K,ON); Gallagher 7487/9 (E,ON); Edmondson 3329 (E,ON); C. Oman: 
Maconochie 3437 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Radcliffe-Smith 3952 (K,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 135 (E,ON). 
Annual herb, with green-yellow stems. Leaves aromatic when crushed, gland-dotted. Flowers yellow. 
Found throughout Oman in open, gravel and sandy places. 

Arabic: al taies, tafar al tays; Dhofari Arabic: shajarat al baud; Jibbali: herum ekeros; Harsusi: khokhawot. 


Ruta chalepensis L. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3186 (E,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-274 (BSB,ON); Ghazanfar 1819 (Herb. SQU). 
Perennial herb with pinnatisect leaves. Sepals and petals 4. Petals yellow, with long ciliate margins. 
Occurs usually above 1000 m in the Jabal Akhdar range. 

Arabic: khidf. 


Thamnosma hirschit Schweinf. 

Dhofar: McLeish 126 (E,ON), Ist record for Oman; Miller 7262 (E,ON). 

Aromatic annual herb. Stems and leaves covered with small yellow glands. Flowers pink-purple. Occurs 
in the drier areas of Dhofar. 

Jibbali: nana. 
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Salicaceae 


Salix sp. 

N. Oman: Collenette 8061 (E,ON). 

Tree up to 3 m. Leaves lanceolate, with shallow serrate margins. Fruits in dense heads, c. 14 mm. 
Growing by edge of stream. Collected from a single locality in Wadi Bani Kharus (western Hajar). 


Salvadoraceae 


Azima tetracantha Lam. 

Dhofar: McLeish 513 (E,ON). 

Spiny shrub with intricate branches. Spines 2, stipular (in the axil of each leaf). Flowers yellow. 
Collected from the north facing slopes of Jabal Qara. Not common. 

Dhofari Arabic: disi; Jibbali: dist, fist. 


Salvadora persica L. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6736 (BM,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 112 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 61 (ON, 
Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 7041 (E,ON). 

Evergreen straggling shrub. Leaves somewhat fleshy. Flowers small. Fruit a fleshy drupe, red when 
ripe. Common in wadis and coastal areas throughout Oman. Toothbrush tree. 

Arabic: rak, arak; Dhofari Arabic: rakah; Jibbali: eherik; Harsusi: yeharayk. 


Sapindaceae 


Allophylus rubifolius (Hochst. ex A. Rich.) Engl. 

Dhofar: Miller 7198 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5257 (K,ON). 

Small tree or shrub with alternate, trifoliolate leaves; leaflets with toothed margins. Fruit a pair or single 
drupe. Occurs in the wet escarpment woodlands. 

Dhofari Arabic: zerkim; Jibbali: zerkin. 


Cardiospermum halicacabum L. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3841 (K,ON). 

Annual herb. Bracts modified into tendrils. Capsule membranous, inflated, splitting by 3 valves. Occurs 
in cultivated date gardens, above 500 m. 


Dodonaea angustifolia L. f. 

Dhofar: Miller 6164 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1635 (Herb. SQU). 

Dioecious, hardy evergreen shrub with glossy leaves. Sepals free at the base. Capsule 3-valved. Occurs 
on the mountains. 


Dhofari Arabic: sires; Jibbali: sires. 


Dodonaea viscosa (L.) Jacq. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7969/4 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1004 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Huges-Clarke 40 (ON). 
Dioecious evergreen shrub. Differs from the previous species in its connate sepals and 2-4-valved 
capsule. Occurs in the northen mountains above 1000 m, where it forms a part of the shrubby vegetation 
with Euryops arabicus and Monotheca buxifolia. An imported form is cultivated as a hedge plant. 

Arabic: shahs. 


Pappea capensis Eckl. & Zeyh. 

Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9169 (E,ON). 

Small tree with a 3-lobed capsule, usually one developing. Collected from Jabal Habrar, SE of Jabal 
Semhan, in wet woodland. The fruits are edible. 
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Sapotaceae 


Monotheca buwafolia (Falc.) A. DC. 

(Syn.: Edgeworthia buxifolia Falc.; Reptonia buxifolia (Falc.) A.DC.; Reptonia mascatense (A.DC.) Radlk. 
ex O. Schwartz; Sideroxylon buxifolium Hutch.) 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4200 (K,ON); Maconochie 3476 (BM,ON); Dhofar: Miller 6316 (E,ON). 
Small tree or a large shrub, spiny. Leaves often in fascicles. Flowers small, in sessile axillary clusters. 
Fruit a globose berry, purple when ripe, edible. Occurs in the Hajar mountains above 1000 m. Forms 
an important component of the shrubby vegetation. 

Arabic: but. 


Scrophulariaceae 


Alectra parasitica Hochst. ex A. Rich. 
Dhofar: Lawton 2484 (E,ON). 
Root parasite, on ?grasses. Flowers yellow, with a 4-lobed corolla. 


Anticharis arabica Endl. 

N. Oman: Siddiga 3 (ON); Dhofar: McLeish 884 (E,ON). 

Both species of Anticharis are annual herbs, but can be distinguished from each other by their 
pubescence. Leaves of A. arabica are sparsely glandular and those of A. glandulosa are densely 
glandular. Common after the rains in the foothills and sandy plains. 


Anticharis glandulosa Aschers. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 2949 (BM,ON); C. Oman: Tear 333 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 7056 
(E,ON). 


Bacopa monnien (L.) Pennell 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6148 (BM,ON); Musandam, Braund 24 (E,ON); Dhofar: Maconochie 3187 
(BM,ON); Ghazanfar 1627 (Herb. SQU). 

Prostrate perennial herb, growing in water or in wet locations. Leaves opposite, oblanceolate, glabrous. 
Flowers white or pale blue. Common by permanent pools and falajs. 


Buchnera hispida Buch.-Ham. ex D. Don 

Dhofar: Miller 6294 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 1246/18 (BM,ON). 

Semi-parasitic herb with the basal leaves forming a rosette. Flowers blue to lilac. The plant becomes 
black on drying. 


For an account of Campylanthus, see A.G. Miller in Notes R.B.G. Edinb. 38: 373-385 (1980) and in 
Notes R.B.G. Edinb. 45(1): 75 (1988). The following key will distinguish the species occurring here. 


Key to the species of Carnpylanthus 


1 Flowers yellow C. chascaniflorus 
1 Flowers purple or pink 
2 Stems prostrate, leafy; leaves globose, succulent C. sedoides 
2 Stems erect, sometimes leafless; leaves never succulent 
3 Stems spinescent. Corolla purple C. mirandae 
3 Stems semi-succulent. Calyx and corolla purple-tinged C. pungens 


Campylanthus chascaniflorus A.G. Miller 
Dhofar: Miller 7003 (E,ON); McLeish 543 (E,ON); Miller 2312 (Holotype E). 
Perennial shrub. Occurs on the dry hills of the escarpment mountains. Endemic to Dhofar. 


Campylanthus mirandae A.G. Miller 
Dhofar: Morris 261 (E); Morris 258 (Holotype E). 
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Perennial shrub. Known from a small area from Jabal Qamar on the southward sloping cliffs. Endemic 
to Dhofar. 
Jibbali: harer. 


Campylanthus pungens O. Schwartz 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9202 (E,ON); McLeish 505 (E,ON). 


Campylanthus sedoides A.G. Miller 

C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 299 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9444 (E,ON); Miller 2727 
(Holotype E). 

Small perennial. Occuring in sandy depressions. Endemic to Oman. 

Harsusi: githgaith. 


villosa Balf. f. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Kickaa hastata (R. Br. ex Benth.) Dandy 
N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1096 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Kickaa sp. nov. cf. hastata 
C. Oman: Stanley-Price 26, 127,101 (Herb. YAL); Tear & Forrester 373, 326, 360 (ON, Herb. YAL); 


Spalton 436 448 (Herb. YAL); Ghazanfar 1565, 1566, 1567,1568 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Gallagher & 
Hughes 7895/6 (ON). 


Small delicate annual herb, recognised by the spurred flowers. Leaves oblong. Flowers yellow. In sandy 
depressions. 
Harsusi: gursayt. 


Kickaa qaraica D.A. Sutton 

Dhofar: Miller 2257 (E,ON); Ash 165 (E,ON); McLeish 330 (E,ON); Miller 2505 (Holotype E; Isotypes 
BM, K). 

Leaves hastate. Flowers yellow. Also collected from Sahil Jazir. Endemic to Dhofar. 

Jibbali: na’na enin, tur erun, harer. 


Kickaa ramosissima (Wall.) Janchen 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7876/12 (E,ON); Maconochie 3371 (ON); Musandam, Braund 20 (E,ON); Dhofar: 
Miller 6084 (E,ON). 

Leaves linear or oblong. Flowers yellow. Found in sandy or gravelly places. Coming up after the rains. 


Kickaa sp. nov. 
N. Oman: Collenette 8066 (E,ON). 
Leafy herb, c. 60 cm, with large sagittate leaves. Pedicels slender, c. 30 mm long. Flowers yellow, 


11 mn, including spur. Collected from Wadi Bani Kharus (western Hajar), at c. 650 m, hanging from a 
wall. 


Kickaa sp. nov. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
Flowers blue. (See Miller & Morris, p. 262, 1988). 


Leptorhabdos parviflora (Benth.) Benth. 
N. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9592 (E,ON). 
Collenette 7969 (E,ON), appears to be this species. 


Linana micrantha (Cav.) Hoffmans. & Link 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3371 (ON); Musandam, Braund 20 (E,ON). 
Annual herb. Leaves linear, whorled above. Corolla lilac, tubular, with a basal spur. 


Linana simplex DC. 
N. Oman: Collenette 7961 (E,ON). 
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Lindenbergia fruticosa Benth. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3472 (E,ON); Dhofar: Lawton 2507 (ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1376 (Herb. 


SQU). 


Lindenbergia indica (L.) Vatke 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6706 (BM,ON); Dhofar: Miller & Whitcombe 2006 (E,ON). 


Lindenbergia muraria (Roxb.) Bruhl 
Dhofar: Miller 7588 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9051 (E,ON). 


Linderbergia indet. 

N. Oman: Collenette 7995 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2284, 2316, 6520, 6438, 6067, 7763, 7753, 6408, 6163 
(E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9024 (E,ON); Gallagher 6984 (E,ON); Maconochie 3172, 2997 (E?,ON); 
McLeish 380, 471, 436, 317, (E,ON); Ash 252, 139 (E,ON). 


Misopates orontium (L.) Rafin. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3372 (K,ON); Ghazanfar 1775b (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Ash 232 (E,ON). 
Annual herb with linear leaves. Flowers pink, in axillary racemes. Bracts exceeding the flower. In 
cultivated and disturbed places. 


?Omania arabica Moore 
(Syn.: Lindenbergia arabica (Moore) Hartl.) 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6263 (BM,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-20 (BSB,ON); Ash 196 (E,ON). 


For a revision of Schweinfurthia see A.G. Miller et al. in Notes R.B.G. Edinb. 40(1): 23-40 (1982). 
Key to the species of Schweinfurthia 


1 Ascending to prostrate herbs. Leaves with a hyaline margin, spathulate to orbicular, overlapping 
2 Stems ascending to prostrate. Leaves not closely overlapping. Seeds with longitudinal and 
transverse ridges S. papilionacea 
2. Stems prostrate. Leaves closely overlapping. Seeds without transverse ridges S. unbnicata 
1 Erect herbs. Leaves oblong to narrow spathulate or if orbicular to broadly spathulate then stems 
spinescent and branching divaricate 
3 Stems spinescent, branching divaricate. Corolla pale yellow, tinged purple. Seeds with inflated 


ridges S. spinosa 
3 Stems not spinscent, branching narrowly divergent. Corolla white with a pink throat. Seeds with 
thin ridges, wing-like S. pterosperma 


Schweinfurthia unbricata Miller, Short & Sutton 

N. Oman: Miller 6663 (E); Edmondson 3474 (E); Whitcombe 347 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 3921 (K,ON); 
Ghazanfar1742 (Herb. SQU); Masirah Island: Gallagher 6361/1 (E); Miller & Whitcombe 2804 (Holotype 
E; Isotype BM). 

In sandy and gravelly soils, in wadis and wadi fans. Endemic to Oman. 


Schweinfurthia papilionacea (L.) Boiss. 
N. Oman: Miller 6664 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 34 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7733 (E,ON). 
Grows in wadi beds. 


Schweinfurthia pterosperma (A. Rich.) A. Braun 
N. Oman: Allison 03 (E,ON). 
Grows in saline and sandy soils, often coastal. The above collection is the first record for Oman. 


Schweinfurthia spinosa Miller, Short & Sutton 
Dhofar: Miller 2243 (E,ON); Miller 6306 (E,ON); Miller 2726 (Holotype E; Isotype BM). 
Gravelly plains and wadi beds and in the drier zone of Dhofar. Endemic to Dhofar. 
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Scrophularia arguta Soland. 
N. Oman: Ghazanfar s.n. (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Miller 7702 (E,ON). 
Annual herb. Leaves crenate. Flowers red. Occurs amongst rocks in wadis. 


Scrophularia deserti Del. 
N. Oman: Ash 206 (E,ON). 


Species of Striga, recorded in Oman, are annual root parasites. 


Key to the species of Stiga 
Adapted from Musselman & Hepper, Notes R.B.G. Edinb. 45(1): 43-50 (1988). 


1 Calyx with 10 or more ribs 
2 Plants densely hispid. Flowers white, yellow or scarlet. Leaves 0.3-2 mm wide S. asiatica 
2 Plants not densely hispid. Flowers white. Leaves 1-3 mm wide S. angustifolia 
1 Calyx with 4 or 5 ribs 
3 Leaves reduced to scales. Stems usually succulent. Single large haustorium present S. gesnerioides 
3 Leaves not reduced to scales. Stems not succulent. Many small haustoria present 
4 Flowers bright pink, corolla tube 10-20 mm long. Stem scabrous S. hermonthica 
4 Flowers white, corolla tube 7-9 mm long. Stem + glabrous S. densiflora 


Striga angustifolia (D. Don) Sald. 
Dhofar: Miller 7500 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5208 (K). 
Occurs in the wet escarpment woodlands. 


Stiga asiatica (L.) Kuntze 
Dhofar: Bent 237 (K). 
Recorded only once from Dhofar, locality not known. 


Stiga densiflora Benth. 
N. Oman: Parker 36 (BM). 
Recorded only once from Nizwa, which is also the only record for the Arabian Peninsula. 


Striga gesnerioides (Willd.) Vatke 

Dhofar: Miller 7554 (E,ON); Miller 2391, 2430 (E); Radcliffe-Smith 5237 (K); McLeish 363 (E,ON); 
Ghazanfar 1471 (Herb. SQU, apparently parasitic on Cissus quadrangularis). 

According to LJ. Musselman & F.N. Hepper (op. cit.) the species is parasite on Euphorbia abyssinica . 
It is recorded only from a single collection on Cissus quadrangularis. Though the host plant is not 
recorded in the Dhofar collections, it is very likely to be Cissus quadrangularis, as Euphorbia abyssinica 
does not occur in Dhofar. Euphorbia cactus could also be a possible host. The plant becomes black on 
drying. 

Dhofar Arabic: tuxdir; Jibbali: taxdir. 


Verbascum cedreti Boiss. 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar s.n. (Herb. SQU; photo). 

Annual or biennial herb. Leaves large (5-50 cm), forming a basal rosette. Flowers subsessile, yellow. 
Filaments with white woolly hairs. I have collected it from Fanja in a date garden growing in a moist 
area. 


Verbascum omanense Hub.-Mor. 

N. Oman: Ash 213 (E,ON); Gallagher 7487/11 (E,ON); Ash 213 (ON); Whitcombe 472 (ON); Ghazanfar 
1769 (Herb. SQU); Edmondson 3202 (Holotype E; Isotypes E,ON). 

Annual or short lived perennial. Leaves up to 10 cm. 

Endemic to Oman. 


?Verbascum akhdarense Hub.-Mor. 
N. Oman: Whitcome & Miller (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 
I have not been able to trace this species. Endemic to northern Oman. 
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Veronica anagalloides Guss. 
N. Oman: Whitcome & Miller (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 


Annual herb. Leaves sessile, linear. Flowers blue to pale lilac, in branched racemes. The plant becomes 
black on drying. 


Veronica polita Fries 

N. Oman: Whitcombe 101 (E,ON). 

Annual herb with decumbent stems. Leaves 1-3 pairs, margins crenate. Flowers blue. Weed of 
cultivated land. Collected from Saig at c. 1900 m. in the Hajar mountains. 


Solanaceae 


Capsicum annuum L. 
Cultivated. Sweet pepper, hot pepper. 
Arabic: fil fil akhdar, fil fil akhdar har. 


Datura innoxia Miller 
Wahiba Sands: Cope (Checklist, 1988). 
Annual herb. Capsule densely glandular-pubescent. 


Datura metel L. 

(Syn.: D. fastuosa L.) 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6178 (BM,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7122 (E,ON). 

Large annual herb with large(7-10 cm) ovate-rhomboid leaves. Flowers trumpet-shaped, white (16-18 cm 
long). Fruit with soft spines. Often cultivated in date gardens. 

Arabic: maranhah; Dhofari Arabic: benj; Jibbali: guniguned, gunigunt. 


Key to the species of Hyoscyamus 


1 Leaves rounded. Small annual herb H. flaccidus 
1 Leaves oblanceolate to ovate. Perennials or annuals 
2 Leaves ovate, with sinuate margins. Flowers lilac, with purple markings H. insanus 
2 Leaves oblanceolate, margins entire. Succulent perennial. Calyx becoming brown and papery in 
fruit H. gallaghen 
Hyoscyamus flaccidus Wright 


Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9305 (E,ON). 
Grows in the escarpment woodlands. (See Miller & Morris, 1988). Endemic to Oman. 
Jibbali: zgaf. 


Hyoscyamus gallagheri A. Miller & J. Biagi 

C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 312 (Herb. YAL); Stanley-Price 279 (Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Gallagher 7895/1 
(E,ON); Miller 6509 (Holotype E; Isotype ON). 

Common on the central limestone plateau. A clump forming shrub. (See Miller & Morris, 1988). 
Endemic to Oman. 

Jibbali: zgaf; Harsusi: zaghaf. 


Hyoscyamus insanus Stocks 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3466 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 820 (Herb. SQU,ON). 
Plant listed as H. muticus L. in Mandaville & Bovey (1978) is most probably this species. 


Lyctum shawiti Roem. & Schult 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6161 (E,ON); Musandam, Ash 257 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 82 (K,ON); C. 
Oman: Miller 6559 (E,ON); Stanley-Price 77 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: McLeish 420 (E,ON). 

Spiny deciduous shrub, with small, white, funnel-shaped flowers. Berries red, cupped in the persistent 
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calyx. Common shrub, throughout Oman, often closely associated with Acacia tortilis in the northern 
foothills and plains. 
Arabic: gasad; Jibbali: semkis, semkos, senkot; Harsusi: awzak. 


Lycopersicum esculentum Miller 
Cultivated. Tomato. 
Arabic: tamatum. 


Nicandra physaloides (L.) Gaertn. 
N. Oman: Simms s.n. (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Nicotiana tabacum L. 
Cultivated. Tobacco. 
Arabic: tabagh. 


Physalis minima L. 
N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1570 (Herb. SQU,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7259 (E,ON). 
Annual herb recognised by the enlarged inflated calyx, enclosing the fruit. Flowers creamy yellow. 


Key to the species of Solanum 


1 Spiny herbs and shrubs 
2 Annual herbs. Stems prostrate. Leaves deeply lobed, with yellowish spines on the ribs. (Flowers 
purple, with large yellow anthers) S. surattense 
2 Perennial herbs. Stems erect, spiny. Leaves entire, with undulate margins 
3 Leaves and stems densely grey-green pubescent. Leaves ovate to elliptic, often spiny on the 


nerves 
Berries c. 3 cm in diameter, yellow when ripe S. incanum 
3 Leaves and stems not densely hairy. Leaves cordate, margins undulate S. cordatum 
1 Unarmed herbs and shrubs 
4 Leaves villous. Flowers white. Berries black, up to 1 cm in diameter S. nigrum 
4 Leaves with glandular and eglandular hairs. Flowers pink. Berries yellow to orange 
when ripe S. luteum 


Solanum cordatum Forsskal 
Dhofar: Miller 6341 (E,ON); Miller 7157 (E,ON). 


Solanum incanum L. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3182 (E,ON); Edmondson 3352 (E,ON); Dhofar: Ash 151 (E,ON). 

Common in the northern foothills. Used in herbal medicines. 

Arabic: shirinjiban, shiringiban; Dhofari Arabic: halkem; Jibbali: hukum, hukut, (fruit) hegemeh, hubbel al 
hegemeh. 


Solanum melanogena L. 
Cultivated. Eggplant. 
Arabic: batingan. 


Solanum nigrum L. 

(Syn.: S. luteum Miller) 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3419 (E,ON); N. Oman: Ash 96 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7715 (E,ON). 
A weedy annual of cultivated and disturbed places. 

Arabic: shajarat al gharub; majaj; Dhofari Arabic: bej’it; Jibbali: bosa’ot, busa’it. 


Solanum surattense Burm. f. 
N. Oman: Jonkers 110 (ON). 
Collected for the first time from the Al Ansab Lagoons. Could have been introduced by birds. 
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Solanum tuberosum L. 
Cultivated. Potato. 
Arabic: batata. 


Solanum villosum Willd. 
Dhofar: Miller 2395 (E,ON); Maconochie 2990 (K,ON). 


Withania qaraitica A.G. Miller & J. Biagi 

Dhofar: Miller 7138 (E,ON); Miller 7040 (E,ON); McLeish 350 (E,ON); Miller 7528 (Holotype E; 
Isotypes K,ON,UPS). 

Shrubby perennial with dense stellate hairs on the stem. Berries red, surrounded by the persistent calyx. 
(See also Miller & Morris, 1988). Endemic to Dhofar. 

Dhofari Arabic: genegeneh; Jibbali: mejoj, obebet, howbebet. 


Withania somnifera (L.) Dun. 

N. Oman: Ash 224 (E,ON); Whitcombe 444 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1299 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Miller 6633 
(E,ON); Ghazanfar 1663 (Herb. SQU). 

Erect herb. Berries enclosed by the enlarged calyx. Occurs in the wadis and foothills, often in cultivated 
date plantations. 

Arabic: babu. 


Sterculiaceae 


Glossostemon bruguieri Desf. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Hermannia paniculata Franch. 

Dhofar: McLeish 873 (E,ON). 

Woody perennial with stellate hairs. Flowers yellow, turning red, the anthers cohering around the styles. 
Occurs in the drier areas of Dhofar. 

Dhofar Arabic: xerutret; Jibbali: xarterit. 


Hermannia testacea Vollesen 

Dhofar: Miller 7537 (E,ON). 

Delicate annual with small red flowers on slender pedicels. Occurs on the plateau, flowering after the 
monsoons. 


Hermannia sp. nov.? indet. 
Dhofar: Vesey-Fitzgerald 12428/12 (BM,ON); McLeish 120, 253 (E,ON); Miller 2305, 2271 (E,ON). 


Melhania muricata Balf. f. 

N. Oman: Miller 6638 (E); Musandam, Mandaville (Checklist, 1985); Dhofar: Ghazanfar 1444 (Herb. 
SQU). 

Prostrate woody herb, grey-green. Leaves plicate, margin dentate. Epicalyx (bracts) membranous, 
orange. On rocky hillside. 


Melhania ovata (Cav.) Spreng. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3491 (K,ON). 
Perennial subshrub. Leaves densely pubescent, grey-green. Epicalyx (bracts) pink to ?yellowish. 


Melhania philippsiae Baker 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1941 (Herb. SQU,ON); Dhofar: Miller 6219 (E). 

Erect perennial, up to 1 m. Leaves up to 10 cm, densely grey-white pubescent. Epicalyx (bracts) 
pubescent, yellow-green, enlarging in fruit. I have collected the species from Wadi Muadyen (western 
Hajar) from c. 700 m growing with Acridocarpus onentalis. 
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Sterculia arabica (R. Br.) T. Anders. 

Dhofar: Miller 7143 (E,ON); Maconochie 3561 (BM,ON). 

Deciduous tree. Leaves ovate, 3-S-lobed. Distinct in flower with its yellow/red petaloid calyx, fused 
filaments and fruit which consists of 3-5, spreading, red tomentose, follicles. 

Dhofari Arabic: ektoreh; Jibbali: ektoreh. 


Tamaricaceae 


Species of Tamarix can be recognised by their green stems and minute leaves. Most of the species have 
salt secreting glands in their leaves. The flowers usually occur in large paniculate or racemose 
inflorescences. For a revision of Tamarix in the Arabian Peninsula see B.R. Baum in Notes R.B.G. 
Edinb. 46(1): 1-6 (1989). 


Key to the species of Tarnanx 
(Adapted from B.R. Baum, Notes R.B.G. Edinb. 46(1): 1-6 (1989) 


1 Leaf margins fused, green branches thus articulating 
2 Stamens 5 T. aphylla 
2 Stamens 10 T. stricta 
1 Leaf margins not fused, although leaves may be stem clasping, green branches not articulating 
3 Stamens 5 


4 All staminal filaments more or less confluent with the nectariferous disc lobes T. mascatensis 
4 One or two staminal filaments inserted from below the nectariferous disc, the others in between 

T. arabica 

3 Stamens 11-12 T. aucheriana 


Tamanx aphylla (L.) Karst. 

N. Oman: Whitcombe 65 (E,ON); Edmondson 3336 (E,ON); Gallagher 6464/21, 6464/25, 6464/27 
(E,ON). 

Occurs on sandy soil, on sand dunes and in wadi beds. Sometimes cultivated. 

Arabic: athi; Dhofari Arabic: terfal, beneh; Jibbali: ar’eyr, terfal, ben. 


Taman arabica Bunge 

(Syn.: T. nilotica (Ehrenb.) Bunge) 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3502 (E,ON); Maconochie 2822 (K,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-256 (BSB,ON); C. 
Oman: Miller 6554 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 23 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7625 (E,ON); Masirah 
Island: Gallagher 6356/3 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1350 (Herb. SQU). 

Common in wadi beds. 

Arabic: athal; Harsusi: hoathal. 


Tamanx auchenana (Decne) Baum 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3235 (BM,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 130 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 269 
(ON, Herb. YAL); Miller & Whitcombe 2044 (E); Miller 6549 (E). 

Grows in saline depressions, on sandy soils and at the edges of swamps. 

Harsusi: hothail. 


Tamarix mascatensis Bunge 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3501 (E,ON); C. Oman: Maconochie 3428 (BM,ON); Miller 6565 (E,ON); Dhofar: 
McLeish 564 (E,ON); Aucher-Eloy 4912 (Holotype W; Isotypes BM,P); Halaniyat Island: Gallagher 
6252/7 (E,ON). 

Grows in sandy and saline soils, in wadi beds. Very similar to and difficult to tell apart from T. arabica. 


Tamarix stricta Boiss. 


N. Oman: Whitcombe 172 (E,ON); Edmondson 3444 (E); Ash 102 (E,ON); Maconochie 3317, (BM,ON). 
Grows on sandy soils. 
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Thymelaeaceae 


Daphne mucronata Royle 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7979/1 (E,ON); Maconochie 3658 (K,ON); Gardner s.n. (Herb. SQU). 

Shrub (c. 2 m) with elliptic to oblong-elliptic leaves. Flowers white, in axillary clusters. Collected from 
the Jabal Akhdar range, above 2500 m. 

Arabic: lizkam, mintin. 


Gnidia somalensis (Franch.) Gilg 
Dhofar: McLeish 802 (E); Miller & Nyberg 9284 (E,ON). 


Thymelaea mesopotamica (C. Jeffrey) Peterson 

N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 144 (E,ON). 

Annual herb with linear leaves. Flowers yellow, sessile in the axils of leaves. Collected from the 
limestone plateau, above 1000 m. 


Tiliaceae 


Except for Corchorus depressus, all other species of Corchorus in Oman are erect annuals, found in moist, 
cultivated places, often by falajs, usually flowering after the rains. 


Key to the species of Corchorus 


1 Perennial herb with prostrate woody based stems. Leaves dentate. Flowers yellow. Capsule 


4-locular C. depressus 
1 Annual herbs with erect stems 
2 Capsule 10-angled, S-locular. (Leaves with serrated margins and basal appendages) C. olitorius 
2 Capsule 3-locular 
3 Apical beak of capsule bifid. (Capsules 1-2 together, 3-winged) C. aestuans 
3 Apical beak of capsule not bifid. (Capsules 1-3 together) C. trilocularis 


Corchorus aestuans L. 
Dhofar: Miller 2615 (E,ON); Maconochie 2996 (BM,ON). 


Corchorus depressus (L.) Stocks 

(Syn.: C. antichorus L.) 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3252 (K?,ON); Whitcombe 362 (E,ON); Gallagher 7965/7 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: 
Cope 103 (K,ON); C. Oman: Maconochie 3433 (K,ON); Dhofar: Maconochie 2887 (K,ON). 

Common in the sandy and gravelly areas of the foothills and central desert. 

Arabic: matara; Harsusi: seluntah, silintah. 


Corchoms olitorius L. 
Dhofar: McLeish 695 (E,ON). 


Corchorus triloculans L. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7487/14 (E,ON); Edmondson 3458 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7714 (E,ON). 
Arabic: metrah, mintarra, sherghan. 


Species of Grewia, in Oman, are small trees or shrubs. The stems and leaves are usually covered with 
stellate indumentum. 


Key to the species of Grewia 
1 Drupes globose, not lobed 


2 Leaves broadly ovate, margin serrate-crenate, with a bunch of hairs at the apex of each serration. 
Drupes densely pubescent G. villosa 
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2 Leaves oblong-ovate with prominent lateral nerves, hairs not present. Drupes not densely pubescent 


G. mollis 
1 Drupes 2-4-lobed 
3 Drupes glabrous. Flowers white G. tenax 
3 Drupes pubescent 
4 Drupes 4-lobed, red, eventually turning black. Flowers white G. erythraea 
4 Drupes 2-lobed, black when ripe. Flowers orange-yellow G. damine 


Grewia damine Gaertn. 

(Syn.: Grewia bicolor Juss.) 

Dhofar: Miller 6199 (E,ON). 

Collected near a water hole at the base of Jabal Semhan. 
Jibbali: gared. 


Grewia erythraea Schweinf. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6175 (BM,ON); Gallagher 7499/17 (E,ON); C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9534 
(E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7271, 6222 (E,ON). 

Common in the foothills of the northern mountains. Flowers fragrant. 

Arabic: sharham, Jibbali: zhanitte, zx. 


Grewia mollis Juss. 
var. trichocarpa (Hochst.) Burret 
Dhofar: Miller 2371 (E,ON). 


Grewia tenax (Forsskal) Fiori 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Grewia villosa Willd. 


N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-303 (BSB,ON); Miller 6637 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7211 (E,ON). 
Arabic: klinitee; Jibbali: zhi, aa, zhot. 


Triumfetta pentandra A, Rich. ex Guill. 

Dhofar: McLeish 179 (E,ON); Maconochie 2895 (E?,ON); Miller 2357 (E,ON); Miller 6081 (E,ON). 
Erect annual herb, stellately hairy. Leaves with 5 distinct nerves. Flowers yellow. Capsule with hooked 
spines. Occurs in the drier areas. 


Triumfetta sp. nov. 
Collected by H.D.V. Prendergast from Dhofar. Specimen at E. (Prendergast, 1992). 


Ulmaceae 


Trema onentalis (L.) Blume 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Umbelliferae 


Adenosciadium arabicum (T. Anders.) H. Wolff. 


N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-443 (BSB,ON); C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9445 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 
2317 (E,ON). 
Annual herb with 2-3-lobed leaves, lobes with dentate margins. Flowers white, in axillary umbels. 


Ammi majus L. 

N. Oman: Whitcombe 181 (E,ON); Edmondson 3197 (E,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 194 (E,ON); Miller 2160 
(E,ON). 

Erect annual herb with ribbed stems. Leaves lobed, lobes with dentate-serrate margims. Umbels with 
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lobed bracts. In grassland and cultivated date gardens. 
Arabic: nayniya. 


Anethum graveolens L. 
N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1780 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: McLeish 797 (E,ON). 


Apium graveolens L. 
Cultivated. Celery. 
Arabic: muratab. 


Coriandrum sativum L. 
Cultivated. Coriander. 
Arabic: kasbara. 


Daucus carota L. 
Cultivated. Carrot. 
Arabic: jazar. 


Ducrosia anethifolia (DC.) Boiss. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3451 (E,ON); Gallagher 7976/8 (E,ON). 
Robust herb with finely lobed leaves, lobes linear, acute. Flowers white. Seeds with pale margins. 


Pimpinella etbaica Schweinf. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 18 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2170 (E,ON). 

Ascending annual with 3-lobed leaves, each lobe divided again, margins dentate. Seeds with white 
hooked bristles. Along roadsides and in grassland. 

Arabic: heeroma’oon; Jibbali: heremerumth. 


Pimpinella schweinfurthii Aschers. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Species indet. 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1824 (Herb. SQU); Collenette 8040 (E,ON). 

Erect herb, grey-green. Leaves orbicular, with a shallowly lobed margin. Flowers ?white. Collected 
from alongside track in rocky limestone hill. Similar material collected by Radcliffe-Smith has been 
determined as Pimpinella sp. 


Pycnocycla aucheniana Decne. ex Boiss. 
var. @ucheriana 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6651 (BM,ON); Edmondson 3154 (E,ON). 
Virgate shrub with intricate branches ending in spines. Umbels white, subtended with 5-6 long spines. 
Grows in the foothills of the northern mountains, forming large clumps. 


Pycnocycla caespitosa Boiss. & Hausskn. ex Boiss. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3381 (E?,ON); Musandam, Ash 265 (E,ON). 

Grey-green virgate shrub with stems ending in spines. Umbels with dark-pink flowers, not subtended by 
spines. 


Pycnocycla nodiflora (Decne. ex) Boiss. 

C. Oman: Stanley-Price 287 (E?,ON, Herb. YAL). 

Robust spiny shrub. Ultimate spines black-tipped and smaller than those of P. aucheriana. 
Harsusi: kalfayt, yatlhhaas, yishkhalze. 


Pycnocycla prostrata Hedge & Lamond 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6777 (BM,ON), 3569, 3599 (BM); Fisher et al. s.n. (Herb. SQU); Mandaville 6624 
(Holotype BM; Isotype ON). 

The only unarmed species. Stems herbaceous with divided leaves. Lobes linear, acute. Umbel 
condensed, flowers white. All collections are from the summit of Jabal Aswad in the eastern Hajar 
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mountains. Endemic to northern Oman. 
Arabic: mujayzilah. 


Pycnocycla sp. nov. 
Dhofar: McLeish 526 (E,ON); Miller 6496 (E,ON). 
Endemic to Dhofar. 


Scandix pecten-venens L. 
N. Oman: Miller & Whitcombe (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 
I have seen no collections of this species. The record needs confirmation. 


Torilis nodosa (L.) Gaertn. 

(Syn.: T. stocksiana Kaso-Pol.) 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1791 (Herb. SQU); Collenette 8071 (E,ON). 

Hispid annuals with bipinnate leaves. Umbels leaf-opposed. Fruit setulose. Common as a weed of 
cutivated areas above 500 m. 


Urticaceae 


Forsskaolea tenacissima L. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3076 (BM,ON); Musandam, Braund 11 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 6381 (E,ON). 
Erect, branched herb. Distinct in its grey-green woolly leaves, grey beneath. The whole plant sticky to 
touch. Common along roadsides, in wadis and in cultivated and disturbed places. 

Arabic: melazaq, lazzaq, tubbaq, tubbaygq. 


Forsskaolea viridis Ehrenb. ex Desf. 
Dhofar: Miller 2286 (E,ON). 
Differs from the previous species in its leaves which are not grey. Leaves crenate on the margins. 


Laportea interrupta (L.) Chew 

Dhofar: Miller 7258 a (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9261 (E,ON). 

Erect annual with glossy green leaves, dentate on the margins. Flowers on slender axes. Leaves with 
urticating hairs. Found on the wet escarpment woodlands. 


Parietaria alsinifolia Defl. 
N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1761 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Braund 50 (E,ON); Ash 262 (E,ON). 


Small annual herb with ovate leaves, white pubescent. Collected only from Musandam, in disturbed 
localities. 


Parietaria debilis Forst_f. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Hughes-Clarke 35 (E,ON). 


Pilea tetraphylla (Steud.) Blume 
Dhofar: Miller 7179 (E,ON). 


Small epiphytic annual (c. 5 cm) with a slender stem. Leaves dentate. Material collected by Miller was 
epiphytic on Ficus sp. and Euclea schimperi. 


Verbenaceae 


Avicennia marina (Forsskal) Vierh. 


N. Oman: Ghazanfar 539 (Herb. SQU); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12822/1 (BM,ON); Dhofar: Maconochie 3009, 
2931 (K,ON); Ghazanfar 1711 (Herb. SQU); Masirah Island: Shagaf Island, Ghazanfar 1365 (Herb. 
SQU). 


Mangrove tree. Found in coastal lagoons in restricted areas of northern Oman and Dhofar. 


Chascanum sessifolium (Vatke) Moldenke 
Dhofar: Miller 7560 (E,ON). 
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Prostrate woody herb with dentate leaves. Flowers yellow/red with a long tube, arranged in a slender 
spike. Occurs in the escarpment woodlands. 


Clerodendrum inerme (L.) Gaertn. 
Cultivated. 


Duranta repens L. 
Cultivated. 


Lantana carnara L. 
Cultivated. 


Lantana petitiana A. Rich. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7972/11 (E,ON); Miller 6626 (E,ON). 

Woody based perennial. Leaves grey-green, margins dentate, rough to touch. Flowers mauve, in 
condensed spikes. Berries black. Occurs in the escarpment mountains. Heavily grazed. 
Arabic: sifsif. 


Lantana rhodesiensis Moldenke 

(Syn.: L. salvifolia Jacq.) 

Dhofar: Miller 2199 (E,ON); Maconochie 3562 (E,ON); McLeish 579 (E,ON). 

Woody perennial, with rough dentate leaves, usually 3 together or opposite. Spikes on long peduncles. 
Flowers pink, fading white. 


Lantana rugosa Thunb. 
Dhofar: McLeish 188 (E,ON). 
Large robust herb with dentate leaves. Flowers pink. 


Lantana cf. vibumoides (Forsskal) Vahl 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Phyla nodiflora (L.) Greene 

(Syn.: Lippia nodiflora (L.) Medic.). 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3211 (E,ON); Maconochie 2487 (BM,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 120 (K,ON); 
Dhofar: Miller 2333 (E,ON). 

Prostrate perennial, stems rooting at the nodes. Spikes erect. Found near water, spreading rapidly. In 
cultivated and disturbed places. Common. 

Jibbali: herum dezum. 


Premna resinosa (Hochst.) Schauer 

Dhofar: McLeish 654 (E,ON); Vesey-Fitzgerald 12620/20 (BM,ON). 

Woody shrub with entire, ovate leaves. Flowers yellow. Berries red, surrounded by the cup-like, 
persistent calyx. Usually found growing near water. 

Dhofari Arabic: sohit; Jibbali: sebhit. 


Priva cordifolia (L.f.) Druce 

Dhofar: Miller 7709 (E,ON). 

Erect annual with dentate leaves. Flower lilac, tubular, exserted from the tubular calyx. In wet 
woodland. 


Vitex agnus-castus L. 

N. Oman: Ash 108 (E,ON); Maconochie 3125 (BM,ON). 

Woody perennial shrub, distinct in its 5-foliolate leaves. Flowers in long, branched, purple-blue spikes. 
Calyx cup-shaped. Occurs in wadis. Not common. 
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Violaceae 


Hybanthus durus (Baker) O. Schwartz 

Dhofar: Miller 2626 (E,ON); Maconochie 3636 (BM,ON). 

Woody shrub. Leaves almost sessile, arising in fascicles. Flowers white with a blue lower lip. Occurs in 
the coastal plains and foot of the escarpment mountains. 


Viola cinerea Boiss. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6522 (BM,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-377 (BSB,ON); Ghazanfar 1698 (Herb. 
SQV). 

Small annual herb with lanceolate leaves. Flowers on long slender pedicels, reflexed. Found in the 
foothills, common after the rains. 


Viola sp. nov. aff. stocksti Boiss. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 4010 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7797 (E,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2976 (E,ON). 
Annual herb, with ovate leaves, obscurely dentate at the margins. Flowers purple, with a yellow throat, 
reflexed. 


Viola indet. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 19 (E,ON); Edmondson 3303 (E,ON); Dhofar: Ash 159 (E,ON); Miller & 
Nyberg 9068 (E,ON). 


Vitaceae 


Cissus quadrangulans L. 

Dhofar: Miller 2416 (E,ON); Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU). 

Creeping shrub with fleshy, angled stems. Berries red, conspicuous. Common in the coastal rocky plains 
and escarpment woodland, climbing over trees and shrubs. 

Dhofari Arabic: ataerey, ataerayyeh; Jibbali: atere. 


tematum (Forsskal) Descoings 
Dhofar: Miller 2173 (E,ON); Ash 152 (E,ON); Maconochie 2987 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 1710 (Herb. 
SQU). 
Climbing shrub with dentate leaves and tentrils. Occurs in the escarpment woodlands. 
Dhofari Arabic: kum; Jibbali: kum. 


Zygophyllaceae 


Balanites aegyptiaca (L.) Del. 

N. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9565 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1266 (Herb. SQU). 

Small tree with drooping branches. Leaves obovate with stipular spines. Recorded for the first time in 
1989 by A.G. Miller. Only a single tree is known so far growing near Dibab. 


Species of Fagonia have opposite leaves, 3-foliolate, becoming unifoliolate by reduction. Stipules 
developing into spines except for F. socotrana. Fruit an obconical capsule, 5-lobed, often reflexed. 


Key to the species of Fagonia 


1 Spiny shrubs 
2 Annual herbs 
3 Leaves unifoliate, linear. Stipular spines 3-4 at each node. Capsule reflexed F. paulayana 
3 Basal leaves 3-foliolate, upper 2-1 foliolate. Stipular spines recurved F. bruguierei 
2 Perennial herbs 
4 Branches lax 
5 Stems covered with sticky glands. Leaves broadly oblanceolate to ovate F. ovalifolia 


118 


5 Stems glabrous. Leaves narrow lanceolate F. indica 
4 Branches intricate, the plant forming tight clumps. (Plant very spiny) F. schweinfurthii 
1 Unarmed shrubs F. socotrana 


Fagonia bruguierei DC. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3617 (K,ON); Musandam, Gallagher 6701/3 (E,ON); Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 
5380 (K,ON). 

Common after the rains, in sandy and gravel places. 

Arabic: durayma. 


Fagonia indica Burm.f. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6198 (BM,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-46 (BSB,ON); Edmondson 3280 (E,ON); 
Wahiba Sands: Cope 145 (K,ON); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 297 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Radcliffe- 
Smith 5342 (K,ON); Miller 2329 (E,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1346 (Herb. SQU). 

Common shrub in the foothills of the northern mountains. 

Arabic: shukaa. 


? Fagonia lahovanii Volk. & Schweinf. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Fagonia ovalifolia Hadidi 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3382 (E?,ON); Miller 6541 (E); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7802/3 (E,ON); C. 
Oman: Stanley-Price 132, 57, 60, 100 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Maconochie 3167 (E?,ON). 
Arabic: al aalawah; Harsusi: bethoot. 


Fagonia paulayana Wagner & Vierh. 
N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3757 (K,ON). 
Known only from the above record from Ruwi. 


Fagonia schweinfurthi (Hadidi) Hadidi 
Dhofar: Miller 6047, 2345 (E,ON). 
Jibbali: otot, derma, lekob. 


Fagonia socotrana (Balf. f.) Schweinf. 
Dhofar: Miller 7766 (E,ON); McLeish 315, 270 (E,ON); Miller 2244, 2188 (E,ON). 
Found on the coastal plains. 


Fagonia indet. 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9521, 9041 (E,ON). 


Kelleronia gillettii Bak.f. 

Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5446 (K,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9367, 9351, 9355 (E,ON). 

Low shrub with pinnate leaves; leaflets oblong. Distinct in its large (c. 15 mm across), bright yellow 
flowers. Occurs in the drier areas. 


Seetzenia lanata (Willd.) Bullock 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3730 (K,ON); Maconochie 3298 (BM,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-346 
(BSB,ON). Prostrate herb. Leaves 3-foliolate. Sepals persisting in fruit. Capsule 5-angled, with the 
sepals appearing as green stripes on the fruit. Common after the rains. 


Species of Tribulus are annual or perennial herbs, with opposite, pinnate leaves. Fruit 5-angled, often 
winged or bearing spines, the mericarps eventually splitting. Species listed for Oman are complicated 
with very little differences amongst some of them. Without type or authenticated material it is not 
possible to identify all species properly. Therefore I have not attempted to make a key for the species. 


Tribulus arabicus H. Hosni 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3045 (BM,ON); Gallagher 6972/8 (E,ON); C. Oman: Miller 6035 (E,ON). 
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Perennial herb, grey-green. Pedicel c. 2 cm. Flowers yellow, c. 1S mm across. Mericarps winged. 
Found in the sandy deserts. 


Tribulus longipetalus Viv. 

(Syn.: T. macropterus Boiss.; T. longipetalus Viv. subsp. macropterus (Boiss.) Maire ex Ozenda & Quezel; 
T. mollis Ehrenb. ex Schweinf.; T. longipetalus Viv. var. mollis (Ehrenb. ex Schweinf.) Zoh.) 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3816 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 138 (E,ON, Herb. YAL). 

Prostrate herb with long stems (up to 40 cm). Leaves not closely placed on the stems. Flowers smaller 
than in 7. arabicus. Capsule winged. Common after the rains. 


Tribulus megistopteris Kralik 
C. Oman: Stanley-Price 45, 491 (E,ON, Herb. YAL). 


Prostrate herb with ascending branches. Capsule winged. Collected from the central limestone plateau. 
Harsusi: getab. 


Tribulus ochroleucus (Maire) Ozenda & Quezel 

(Syn.: T. macropterus Boiss. var. ochroleucus Maire) 

C. Oman: Stanley-Price 173 (E?,ON, Herb. YAL). 

Small prostrate herb with grey-green leaves and stems. Mericarps densely hairy, without wings or spines. 
Harsusi: getab. 


Tribulus omanense Hosni 

C. Oman: Stanley-Price 148, 138 (E, Herb. YAL). 

Prostrate grey-green herb with pinnate leaves. Fruit winged. Endemic to Oman. 
Harsusi: getab. 


Tribulus parvispinus Presl 

(Syn.: T. bispinulosus Kralik) 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3762 (K,ON); Whitcombe 456 (E,ON). 
Prostrate perennial. Mericarps muricate, with 2(-4) spines 


Tribulus pentandrus Forsskal 

Wahiba Sands: Radcliffe-Smith 3963 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 172 (E, Herb. YAL). 
Mericarps spiny or winged. Very similar to T. /ongipetalus. 

Arabic: halut bidar, shurayshira, qutb; Harsusi: getab. 


Tribulus pterocarpus Ehrenb. ex Muell. 
Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7772/1 (E,ON); Gallagher 7778/1 (E,ON). 
Prostrate perennial. Mericarps 4 winged. On low sand dunes. 


Tribulus terrestris L. 

N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-112 (BSB,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope (Checklist, 1988); C. Oman: Tear & 
Forrester 417 (Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 2141 (E,ON). 

Mericarps with 2 spines. Also recorded from Masirah Island. 


Zygophyllum cf. alburn L. 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5599 (K,ON). 


Zygophyllum decumbens Del. 


var. megacarpum Hosni 
C. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9472 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7654 (E,ON); Miller 6052 (E,ON); McLeish 816 
(E,ON). 
Small shrub with succulent to fleshy, orbicular or globose leaves. Flowers white. In open areas. 


Zygophyllum hamiense Schweinf. 

C. Oman: Stanley-Price 67,8 (ON, Herb. YAL); Ghazanfar 1186 (Herb. SQU). 
Perennial herb with fleshy cylindrical leaves. Similar to Z. gatarense but fruit longer. 
Harsusi: theromet. 
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Zygophyllum qatarense Hadidi 

(Syn. Z. coccineum L. sensu lato.) 

N. Oman: Miller & Whitcombe 2022 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 20 (K,ON); Gallagher 6972 (E,ON); C. 
Oman: Tear & Forrester 464 (ON, Herb. YAL); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1348 (Herb. SQU). 
Perennial shrub with cylindrical succulent leaves. Flowers solitary, white. Capsule obconical. One of the 
most common shrubs in the northern and central sandy and gravelly plains. 

Harsusi: theromet. 


? Zygophyllum prismaticum Chiov. 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5381 (K,ON). 


Zygophyllum robecchii Engl. 
Dhofar: Miller 6244 (E,ON); Maconochie 3500 (E,ON). 
Shrub with distinctly white stems. Leaves fleshy, orbicular. Flowers purple/pink. 


Zygophyllum simplex L. 

N. Oman: Cope 172 (K,ON); Ash 227 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7800/6 (E,ON); C. Oman: 
Stanley-Price 136 (K,ON); Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5071 (K,ON); McLeish 11 (E,ON). 

Succulent annual herb. Stems prostrate, spreading. Flowers yellow. Common after the rains. 
Arabic: abu nikaiba, arid, batbaak, harm, qarmal, ratreet; Jibbali: kelkol, tehit; Harsusi: nibel, rebaal. 
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Monocotyledons (Liliopsida) 


Agavaceae 


Agave spp. 
Cultivated. 
Arabic: masad. 


Dracaena serrulata Baker 

Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9167 (E,ON); Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU). 

Distinct tree with a thick trunk, sometimes branched. Cluster of leaves present at the ends of branches. 
Leaves stiff, sword-shaped. On the escarpment slopes of Jabal Qamar and Jabal Semhan. 

Dhofari Arabic: ariyeb; Jibbali: ayrob. 


Sansevieria ehrenbergii Schweinf. 

Dhofar: Ghazanfar 1692 (Herb. SQU, Cult. Hortus SQU). 

Leaves thick, long, boat-shaped at the base, almost cylindric and pointed at the apex. Restricted to low 
dry hills along the coastal plain. Common, 

Dhofari Arabic: seyteh; Jibbali: sebteh. 


Aloeaceae 


Aloe dhufarensis Lavranos 

Dhofar: Maconochie 3518 (E,ON); Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU); Lavranos 4337 (Holotype PRE). 
Perennial herb with large succulent leaves, grey-green. Flowers red. Common in the drier areas of 
Dhofar. 

Dhofari Arabic: subr; Jibbali: tuf. 


Aloe inermis Forsskal 
Dhofar: Miller 2625 (E,ON). 
Dhofari Arabic: sekel; Jibbali: sekel. 


Aloe vera L. 

N. Oman: Radcliffe-Smith 3977 (K,ON); Edmondson 3346 (E,ON); Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU). 
Perennial herb. Leaves succulent. Flowers yellow. Common in the wadis of the northern mountains. A 
red- flowered form is also present. Commonly cultivated. 

Arabic: siqal. 


Aloe sp. nov. 
Dhofar: Whitcombe s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU). 
Collected from Ras Sajr (Jabal Qamar), growing in clefts on a cliff at 800 m. 


Amaryllidaceae 


Scadoxus sp. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Ldolirion tataricum (Pall.) Herb. 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 4151 (K,ON). 
‘Lily up to 50 cm. Perianth segments blue-violet. Leaves linear. 


Pancratium maximum Forsskal 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3610 (BM,ON). 
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Perianth with a long cylindrical tube divided at the top into 6 segments, white. Stamens fused below, 
with 2 triangular lobes between each filament at the top. Throughout the monsoon affected areas of 
Dhofar. (See Miller & Morris, 1988). Often cultivated. 


Araceae 


Ansaema flavum (Forsskal) Schott 

Dhofar: Miller 7175 (E,ON). 

Perennial herb with an underground tuber. Leaves 2, palmate, with 7-11 leaflets. Spathe purple-green. 
Occurs on the plateau, usually associated with Euphorbia balsamifera (See Miller & Morris, 1988). 
Jibbali: hargyod. 


Colocasia esculenta 
Cultivated. Yam. 


Dieffenbachia sp. 
Cultivated. 


Philodendron sp. 
Cultivated. 


Remusatia vivipara Schott 

Dhofar: Miller 2196 (E,ON); Maconochie 3678 (BM,ON). 

Perennial, often epiphytic. Shoots with scaly bulbils, the scales ending in hooked prickles. Leaf solitary, 
ovate with a cordate base. The plant is not recorded to flower in Dhofar. Occurs in the wet escarpment 
woodlands. (See Miller & Morris, 1988). 

Dhofari Arabic: fodiy; Jibbali: fode. 


Xanthosoma sp. 
Cultivated. 


Arecaceae 


Cocos nucifera L. 
Cultivated. Coconut. 


Nannorhops nitchieana (Griff.) Aitch. 

N. Oman: Miller 6544 (E,ON); Maconochie 3431 (E,ON,YAL); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 177a (ON, Herb. 
YAL). Dhofar: Miller 7620 (E,ON). 

Dwarf palm. Leaves fan-shaped. Occurs in the central desert. (See Miller & Morris, 1988). 

Arabic: nakhl, Dhofari Arabic: sa’f, asef; Jibbali: arf, zerbet, zereb; Harsusi: arafeet. 


Phoenix X dactylifera L. 
Cultivated. Date Palm. A number of cultivars exist. 
Arabic: nakhl, Dhofari Arabic: xus, xis; Jibbali: xus. 


Roystonea regia (H.B. & K.) Cook 
Cultivated. Royal Palm. 


Washingtonia sp. 
Cultivated. Fan Palm. 
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Cannaceae 


Canna indica L. 
Cultivated. 


Commelinaceae 


Aneilema forskaolei Kunth 
Dhofar: Miller 2164 (E,ON); Ash 140 (E,ON). 


Commelina albescens Hasskar). 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6381 (BM,ON); Miller 6641 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2419 (E,ON); Ash 163 (E,ON); 
Miller & Whitcombe 2070 (E,ON). 


Commelina forskahlei Vahl 
Dhofar: Miller 2427 (E,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2125 (E,ON); Maconochie 3549, 3572 (E?,ON). 


Commelina ussilensis Schweinf. 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3018 (K,ON); Maconochie 3529 (K,ON). 


Commelina indet. 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3572 (ON); Miller & Nyberg 9258 (E,ON). 


Tradescantia spathacea Sw. 
Cultivated. 


Zebrina sp. 
Cultivated. Wandering Jew. 


Cymodoceaceae 


Halodule uninervis Boiss. 

N. Oman: Cordero s.n. (Herb. SQU); Gallagher 7927/1 (E,ON); Musandam, Mandaville (Checklist, 
1985); Masirah Island: Schileck s.n. (Herb. SQU). 

Marine, grass-like herb, with stolons. Collected from the shallow coasts of Al Swadi, Bar al Hikman and 
Masirah Island. Restricted in distribution on the northern coasts. 


Cyperaceae 


Bolboschoenus manitimus (L.) Palla 
(Syn.: Scirpus maritimus L.) 


N. Oman: Gallagher 7966 (E,ON); Maconochie 3449 (BM,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 162 (ON, Herb. 
YAL); Dhofar: Miller 6377 (E,ON); 


Cladium mariscus (L.) Pohl 
(Syn.: Schoenus mariscus L.) 
Dhofar: McLeish 572,571 (E,ON). 


Cyperus alulatus Kern 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Cyperus bifax C.B. Cl. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
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Cyperus arenarius Retz. 
Wahiba Sands: Cope 148,149 (K,ON). 


Cyperus aucheri Jaub. & Spach 

N. Oman: Miller & Whitcombe 2033 (E,ON); Whitcombe 309 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 64 (K,ON); 
Cope 3 (K,ON); 

Perennial herb, variable in habit, forming large or small clumps. Common and forming the dominant 
vegetation in the sandy desert and sandy coastal areas. Specimens cited under Cyperus auchen and C. 
conglomeratus are provisionally placed there. The species are under revision. 


Cyperus bulbosus Vahl 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3239 (BM,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7963 (K,ON); C. Oman: Spalton 430 
(Herb. YAL). 

Small annual with clustered spikes. In sandy areas. 

Harsusi: gusgus. 


Cyperus conglomeratus Rottb. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3437 (E,ON); Maconochie 3234 (BM,ON); Maconochie 2801 (BM,ON); 
Maconochie 3347 (BM,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-83, 83-472 (BSB,ON); C. Oman: Tear 10/86 
(E,ON, Yal); Miller 6028,6033 (E,ON); Clarke 0007 (E,ON); Maconochie 3472 (BM,ON); Gallagher 
6972/9 (E,ON); Stanley-Price 105 (E,ON,Ya!); Wahiba Sands: Munton 17/3 (ON); Clarke 0015, 0016 
(E,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 96 (E,ON). Harsusi: hashaysh, gusgus, giseas, a’shayish, 


Cyperus difformis L. 
Dhofar: Miller 2611 (E,ON). 
Erect perennial. Spikes on slender peduncles, forming dense clusters. Occurs by pools in mud. 


Cyperus esculentus L. 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3612 (K,ON). 
Annual herb. In moist areas. 


Cyperus glaber L. 
N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-440 (BSB,ON). 


Cyperus iria L. 

Dhofar: Miller 6365 (E,ON); Maconochie 2937 (K,ON). 
Erect annual, up to 30 cm. Spikelets small. In grasslands. 
Jibbali: hamtok. 


Cyperus kalli (Forsskal) Murb. 
N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-206 (BSB,ON). 


Cyperus longus L. 
Dhofar: Miller 6064, 7689 (E,ON). 
Erect perennial, by permanent pools. 


Cyperus nubicus C.B. Cl. 
Dhofar: Miller 2242, 6268 (E,ON). 


Cyperus nutans Vahl 
var. eleusinoides (Kunth.) Haines 
Dhofar: Miller 7633, 7142 (E,ON). 
Perennial, forming clumps, up to 1.5 m. By permanent pools, in water. 


Cyperus rotundus L. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3358 (K,ON); Musandam, Braund 81 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 29 (K,ON); 
Dhofar: Miller 2612 (E,ON). 


Erect annual, in water or wet places. 
Arabic: sa’d, sa’d al hammar. 


Cyperus rubicundus Vahl 
N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-290 (BSB,ON); Dhofar: Maconochie 3534 (K,ON). 
Tufted annual, growing in cracks and soil pockets amongst rocks. 


Cyperus squarrosus L. 

(Syn.: Mariscus squarrosus (L.) C.B. Clarke) 
Dhofar: Miller 6269, 6361 (E,ON). 

Erect annual, up to 20 cm, forming small tufts. 


wissmannit O. Schwartz 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Cyperus indet. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 6897/3(E,ON); Edmondson 3297 (E,ON); Masirah Island: Allison 08 (E,ON); 


Dhofar: Maconochie 3197 (ON); Miller 2561, 6432, 7199 (E,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9342 (E,ON). 


Eleocharis geniculata (L.) Roem. & Schultes 
N. Oman: Miller & Nyberg 9561 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 6197 (E,ON). 
Tufted perennial. Spikelets in dense terminal heads. 


Fimbnistylis cf. bisumbellata (Forsskal) Bubani 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9242 (E,ON); Miller 7517, 6364 (E,ON). 
Tufted annual. Spikelets on slender peduncles. In grassland. 


Fimbnstylis cymosa R. Br. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6152 (BM,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 570 (E,ON); Maconochie 3186 (BM,ON). 
Perennial, up to 1 m. Collected from sulphurous and fresh water pools. 


Fimbnistylis ferruginea (L.) Vahl 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6334 (BM,ON); Whitcombe 42 (ON); Dhofar: Miller 6223 (E,ON); McLeish 558 
(E,ON). 


Fimbrnistylis spathacea Roth 
Dhofar: Miller & Whitcombe 2056 (E,ON). 


Juncellus laevigatus (L.) C.B. Clark 

(Syn.: Cyperus laevigatus L.) 

N. Oman: Whitcombe 31 (E,ON); Gallagher 8037/2 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 30 (K,ON); Dhofar: 
Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Erect perennial, forming large clumps. Spikes arising laterally. Occurs by permanent pools. 


Pycreus dwarkenisii (Sahni & Naithani) Hooper 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Schoenoplectus litoralis (Schrad.) Palla 

(Syn.: Scirpus litoralis Schrad.) 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3120 (K,ON); Miller & Nyberg 9554 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 6157, 7548, (E,ON); 
McLeish 614 (E,ON); Maconochie 3178 (ON); Ghazanfar 1587 (Herb. SQU). 

Tufted perennial, up to 1 m, glaucous. Leaves linear, often submerged. In brackish or sweet water. 
Dhofari Arabic: hasir; Jibbali: ris. 


Schoenus nigricans L. 
N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-267 (BSB, ON). 
Perennial, up to 1 m. Spikes lateral on the stem. In wet and moist places. 


126 
Hydrocharitaceae 


Halophila ovalis (R. Br.) Hook. f. 
N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1564 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Mandaville (Checklist (1985) as recorded by 
Cornelius, Falc. 1973); Masirah Island: Schlleck s.n (Herb. SQU). 


Iridaceae 


Gladiolus ukambanensis (Baker) Marais 
Dhofar: Miller 7194 (E,ON). 
Erect herb, up to 30 cm. Flowers white with a slender, long perianth tube. In shady locations. 


Gladiolus italicus Miller 

N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1792 (Herb. SQU); Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4152 (K,ON); Ash 10 (E,ON). 
Perennial herb, up to 1 m, with a scaly corm. Flowers lilac-pink, in a one-sided spike. In cultivated 
areas. 

Arabic: sa’ad, maash. 


Gynandnins sisyrinchium (L.) Parl. 

N. Oman: Musandam, Radcliffe-Smith 4124 (K,ON); Ash 22 (E,ON). 

Perennial herb. Stem slender. Leaves prominently nerved, concave at the back. Flowers ’iris’ shaped, 
blue. In sandy derpessions. 

Arabic: khowais. 


Juncaceae 


Juncus rigidus Desf. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3210 (E,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-192 (BSB,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2614 (E,ON); 
McLeish 461 (E,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar s.n. (Herb. SQU). 

Gregarious perennial. Leaves pungent. Common by streams in wadis and permanent pools. 

Arabic: rasal, mehazir; Harsusi: rasel. 


Liliaceae 


Asparagus africanus Lam. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Asparagus aphyllus L. var.? 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Asparagus gracilis Royle 

N. Oman: Collenette 8067 (E,ON). 

Collected from Wadi Mistal. Also recorded from Wadi Bani Alf (western Hajar). 
Arabic: shimbaan, mashibba. 


Asparagus racemosus Willd. 
Dhofar: Miller 7178 (E,ON); Miller 7205 (E,ON). 


Asphodelus fistulosus L. 

(Syn. A. fistulosus var. tenuifolius (Cav.) Bak.; A. tenuifolius Cav.) 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6234 (BM,ON); Musandam, Hughes-Clarke 37 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2204 
(E,ON). 

Delicate annual herb with linear leaves and pink-white flowers. Very common after the rains. 
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Chlorophytum laaun R. Br. 

Dhofar: Miller 7263 (E,ON); Miller 6133 (E,ON). 

Small herb, roots nodular and tuberous. Perianth segments white with a green mid vein. In shady 
locations. 

Dhofari Arabic: esxalotteh, ta’ta; Jibbali: zixveziux. 


Crinum sp. 

N. Oman: Victor s.n. (Herb. SQU, Cult. Hortus SQU). 

Leaves linear with undulate margins. Perianth white with a medial pink stripe. Collected from Nakhl, 
where it is grows abundantly in date plantations. Probably introduced. Not collected elsewhere. Also 
cultivated. 


Muscan sp. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Ash 42 (E,ON). 


Dipcadi erythraeum Webb & Benth. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3493 (E). 

Annual up to 10 cm, with a tuberous root. Flowers white. Capsule distinct. 
Arabic: shhkal. 


Dipcadi sp. 

N. Oman: Collenette 8059 (E,ON), 8022 (E,ON, spirit); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 85 (ON,E, Herb. YAL); 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988); Masirah Island: Bryan s.n. (Herb. SQU). 

Collenette’s collection from Jabal Shams is white-flowered, the flowers opening at night and are scented. 
In Jiddat al Harasis the indet. Dipcadi is called shekelayt. 


Urginea sp. 
Dhofar: Dalibard & Whitcombe 29a (Herb. PCDESR, Salalah). 
The above specimen was collected from Hayur. 


Arabic: zakha. 
Musaceae 
Musa X paradisiaca L. 
Cultivated. Banana. 
Arabic: moz. 
Najadaceae 


Najas flexilis (Willd.) Rostk. & Schmidt 
N. Oman: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 
No material at ON. 


Najas graminea Del. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3334 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2581 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1607 (Herb. SQU). 
Submerged perennial. Stems smooth, without spines. Leaves linear, with 2-3 teeth at the apex. In 
permanent pools. 


Najas marina L. 

Dhofar: Miller 7545 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 1875 (Herb. SQU). 

Submerged perennial. Stems coarse and spiny. Leaves linear, with spinose-dentate margins; spines also 
on the dorsal midrib. Common in brackish water pools (khors) along the southern coast. 
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Orchidaceae 


Epipactis veratrifolia Boiss. & Hohen. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6735 (BM,ON); Ghazanfar 1789 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: McLeish 557 (E,ON); 
Edmondson 3383 (E,ON). 

Erect perennial with leafy stems. Flowers in a one-sided raceme, green with brownish veins. Grows in 
moist, shady locations and usually near water. Also recorded from Wadi Sarin (eastern Hajar) from 

c. 450 m. 


Eulophia guineensis Lind]. 
var. purpurata Reichb. f. 
Dhofar: McLeish 574 (E,ON); Miller 7174 (E). 
See Cribb in Notes R.B.G. Edinb. 42(2): 461-463 (1987) and Miller & Morris, 1988. 


Eulophia petersii (Reichb. f.) Reichb. f. 
Dhofar: McLeish 532 (E); Ghazanfar s.n. (Cult. Hortus SQU). 
Jibbali: miseb, iseb. 


Habenania cultrata A. Rich. 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Habenaria keayi Summerh. 

Dhofar: Miller 7220a (E). 

Leaf solitary, cordate. Flowers pale green with bifid petals. In escarpment woodland. (See Cribb, op. 
cit.). 

Jibbali: harot, har. 


Habenaria malacophylla Reichb. f. 

Dhofar: Miller 7511 (E,ON). 

Terrestial. Leaves broadly ovate, distantly placed on the stems. Lip with a small spur at the base (See 
Cribb, op.cit.). 


Habenaria myodes Summerh. 

Dhofar: Miller 7608 (E,ON); Miller 7508 (E,ON). 

Terrestial orchid with lanceolate leaves (up to 20 cm). Spur twisted in the middle. 
Jibbali: harot, han. 


Nervilia urnbrosa (Reichb. f.) Schltr. 
Dhofar: Miller 7165 (E). 


Pandaceae 


Pandanus odoratissimus L. f. 

N. Oman: Cultivated; Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 

Cultivated in Nakhl (Jabal Akhdar mountains), and on the Batinah. Not seen elsewhere in northern 
Oman. 


Poaceae 
(Gramineae) 


Poaceae contains the largest number of species in Oman. Most of the species are annuals. The annuals 
come up after the rains and the perennials grow new shoots - generally from February to April in 
northern Oman and from August to October in southern Oman. Grasses constitute a significant part of 
the annual vegetation in Dhofar (southern Oman). 
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A key to the genera and a checklist of the species of Poaceae of the Arabian Peninsula is given by Cope 
(1985). The same list is followed here with corrections, and where material is not available at ON, 
reference is made to his checklist. 


Acrachne racemosa (Heyne ex Roem. & Schultes) Ohwi 
Dhofar: Miller 6090, 7559 (E,ON); Cope 350 (K,ON). 


Aeluropus lagopoides (L.) Trin. ex Thwaites 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7963/1 (K,ON); Miller 6025 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5340 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: 
Cope 131 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 266 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Whitcombe 962 (ON); 
Halaniyat Isiands: Al-Lamki 009 (ON). 

Harsusi: akarish. 


Aptuda mutica L. 
Dhofar: Miller 7575 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5193 (K,ON); McLeish 212 (E,ON). 


Aristida abnormis Chiov. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7959/3 (E,ON); Maconochie 3107 (BM,ON). 


Anstida adscensionis L. 

(Syn.: A. caerulescens Desf.) 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6273 (BM,ON); Musandam, Leane s.n. (K,ON); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 394 
(Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Maconochie 362 (K,ON); Cope 422 (K,ON). 

Arabic: lihyat al tays; Harsusi: suweed ghameer, nasse, yabot; Jibbali: naamait. 


Aristida funiculata Trin. & Rupr. 
Dhofar: Miller 6086 (E,ON); Cope 333 (K,ON). 


Aristida migriurtina Chiov. 
N. Oman: Maconochie ? 27.7.82 (K,ON); Dhofar: Maconochie 3539 (K,ON); Maconochie 3590 (K,ON). 


Anistida mutabilis Trin. & Rupr. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 9765/4; Edmondson 3282 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 157 (E,ON,YAL). 
Harsusi: swayd ghameer. 


Aristida protensa Henrard 

N. Oman: Whitcombe & Miller (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 

Cope feels that it is unlikely that this species is present here. No material is present at ON. 
Arabic: humayra, hammayyira. 


Anstida triticoides Henrard 
Dhofar: McLeish 906, 867 (E,ON). 


Arthraxon hispidus (Thunb.) Makino 
Dhofar: Miller 7574 (E,ON); Cope 489 (K,ON). 


Arthraxon lancifolius (Trin.) Hochst. 
Dhofar: Miller 7648 (E,ON); Cope 399 (K,ON). 
Arabic: rthiet. 


Arthraxon micans (Nees) Hochst. 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5296 (K,ON); Cope 402 (K,ON). 


Arthraxon nudus (Steud.) Hochst. 
Dhofar: Cope 512, 538 (K). 
A new record for Arabia. 
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Arthraxon prionodes (Steud.) Dandy 
(Syn.: A. lanceolatus (Roxb.) Hochst.) 
Dhofar: Miller 7746 (E,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2096 (E,ON). 


Arthraxon pusillus Bor 
Dhofar: Cope 371, 400 (K,ON). 


Amindinella pumila (Hochst. ex A. Rich.) Steud. 
Dhofar: McLeish 361 (E,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2083 (E,ON); Cope 456 (K,ON). 


Artndo donax L. 
N. Oman: Gallagher & Sichel 6399/1 (E,ON). 


Avena barbata Pott ex Link 
subsp. wiestii (Steud.) Mansf. 
N. Oman: Whitcome & Miller (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984). 


Avena fatua L. 
Dhofar: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 


Bothriochloa bladhii (Retz.) S.T. Blake 
Dhofar: Allison 25 (E,ON); Maconochie 2882 (K?,ON). 


Bothriochloa insculpta (Hochst. ex A. Rich.) A. Camus 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3617 (ON); Cope 443 (K,ON). 


Bothriochloa ischaemum (L.) Keng 
N. Oman: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 
See note in Clayton, Fl. Trop. E. Afr. Gramineae (part 3) (1982). 


Brachiaria deflexa (Schum.) C.E. Hubb. ex Robyns 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6612 (BM,ON); Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5236 (K,ON); Miller 2425 (E,ON). 


Brachiaria eruciformis (Smith) Griseb. 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3670 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 89 (K,ON); Dhofar: Allison 27 (ON); Cope 
496 (K,ON). 

Jibbali: naamait. 


Brachiaria lata (Schum.) C.E. Hubb. 
Dhofar: Miller 7585 (E,ON). 


Brachiaria leersiodes (Hochst.) Stapf 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3544 (K,ON); Cope 304 (K,ON). 


Brachiaria ovalis (R. Br.) Stapf 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7959/8 (ON,K?); Dhofar: Cope 369 (K,ON). 


Brachiaria ramosa (L.) Stapf 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3630 (K,ON); McLeish 90 (E,ON); Cope 349 (K,ON). 


Brachiaria indet. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3345, 3364 (ON). 


Brachypodium distachyum (L.) P. Beauv. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3448 (E,ON). 


Bromus danthoniae (Desf.) Trin. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Leane 6 (E?,ON). 
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Bromus fasciculatus C. Presl 
N. Oman: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 


Bromus madritensis L. 
N. Oman: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 


Bromus pectinatus Thunb. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3447 (E,ON); Edmondson 3228, 3378 (E,ON); 


Capillipedium parviflorum (R.Br.) Stapf 
Dhofar: Miller 7606 (E,ON); Braund 5 (E,ON); Cope 506 (K,ON). 


Castellia tuberculosa (Moris) Bor 
N. Oman: Collenette 8084 (E,ON). 


Catapodium rigidum (L.) C.E. Hubb. 
N. Oman: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 


Cenchrus ciliaris L. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7976/17 (E,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-243,245 (BerlinJON); Edmondson 3215 
(E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 109b (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: McLeish 242 (E,ON). 

Arabic: drab, sabaat, sabat. 


Cenchrus pennisetiformis Steud. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7975/3 (E,ON); Mandaville 6730 (BM,ON); Musandam, Braund 12 (E,ON); Dhofar: 
Miller 2156 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5076 (K,ON). 

Arabic: khadar, Dhofari Arabic: athath. 


Cenchrus setigerus Vahl 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3425 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 6094 (E,ON); McLeish 99,98 (E,ON). 


Centropodia forskalii (Vahl) Cope 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3388 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 6740/7 (E?,ON). 


Chloris barbata Sw. 
N. Oman: Cope 155 (K,ON); Musandam, Braund 78 (E,ON); Dhofar: Cope 320 (K,ON). 
Dhofari Arabic: zirdot. 


Chlons gayana Kunth 
N. Oman: Maconochie 2828 (E,ON); Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5530 (K,ON). 


Chloris quinquesetica Bhide 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5222 (K,ON). 


Chlons virgata Sw. 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5337 (K,ON); Miller 2134 (E,ON). 


Chloris plumulosus Hochst. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7975/7 (E,ON); Mandaville 6606 (BM,ON); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 407, 314 
(Herb. YAL). Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5362 (K,ON); McLeish 139 (E,ON); Miller 2623 (E,ON). 
Arabic: gharaz; Harsusi: arbeet. 


Chrysopogon auchen (Boiss.) Stapf 
Dhofar: Cope 514 (K,ON). 


Chrysopogon plumulosus Hochst. 
Dhofar: Cope 391, 433 (K,ON). 
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Cleistachne sorghoides Benth. 
Dhofar: Allison 47 (E?,ON, Det. Cope K). 
New record for the Arabian Peninsula. 


Coelachyrum brevifolium Hochst. ex Nees 
N. Oman: Cope 163 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 84 (ON, Herb. YAL). 
Harsusi: dhakhana. 


Coelachyrum piercei (Benth.) Bor 
Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7781/4,7775/5 (E,ON). 


Coelachyrum yemenicum (Schweinf.) S. Phillips 
Dhofar: Cope 438 (K,ON). 


Cymbopogon commutatus (Steud.) Stapf 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7960 (K?,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-17,132 (BSB,ON). 


Cymbopogon jwarancusa (Jones) Schultes 
subsp. oliviert (Boiss.) Soenarko 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7969/5 (E,ON). 


Cymbopogon schoenanthus (L.) Spreng. 
subsp. schoenanthus 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6605 (BM,ON); Musandam, Leane (E?,ON); C. Oman: Maconochie 3421 (K,ON); 
Dhofar: McLeish 373 (E,ON); Cope 528 (K,ON). 
Arabic: sakhbar, Harsusi: dungtheet. 


subsp. velutinus Cope 
Dhofar: Cope 428 (K,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5586 (Holotype K). 


Cynodon dactylon (L.) Pers. 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3296 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 82 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 119 (K,ON); 
Dhofar: Allison 10 (E?,ON); Cope 365 (K,ON). 

Arabic: thayyil, najil, najm; Dhofari Arabic: bizait. 


Dactyloctenium aegyptium (L.) P. Beauv. 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6820 (BM,ON); Musandam, Braund 77 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 86 (K,ON); 
C. Oman: Stanley-Price 218 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller & Whitcombe 2102 (E,ON). 

Arabic: abu asabie, thayyil, najil. 


Dactyloctenium aristatum Link 
N. Oman: Cope 162 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 146 (K,ON); Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5089 (K,ON); 
Cope 322 (K,ON). 


Dactyloctenium robecchii (Chiov.) Chiov. 
Dhofar: Gallagher 6898/21 (E,ON); Maconochie 3527 (K,ON); Cope 380 (K,ON). 


Dactyloctenium scindicum Boiss. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6209 (BM,ON); C. Oman: Coll. ignot. (Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Maconochie 2896 
(K,ON); Cope 361 (K,ON). 


Desmostachya bipinnata (L.) Stapf 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3649 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 25 (K,ON); Dhofar: Maconochie 3520 (K,ON). 


Dichanthium annulatum (Forsskal) Stapf 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6360 (BM,ON); Edmondson 3405 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7518 (E,ON). 
Dhofari Arabic: zidrot, gheferait. 
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Dichanthium aristatumn (Poiret) C.E. Hubb. 
Dhofar: Allison (E?,ON, det. Cope); Dalibard & Whitcombe 42 (ON). 
Dhofari Arabic: zidrot, gheferait. 


Dichanthiurn foveolatum (Del.) Roberty 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3324 (K,ON); Ferrand 29 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7963/9 (E,ON); Cope 
140 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 41 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Gallagher & Hughes 7895/13 
(E,ON). 


Harsusi: rokkos. 


Dichanthiwn micranthum Cope 

Dhofar: Miller 7546 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5205 (K,ON); McLeish 101,93 (E,ON); Cope 314, 326 
(K,ON). 

Vesey-Fitzgerald 12316/1 (Holotype K). 

Endemic to Dhofar. 

Dhofari Arabic: zidrot, gheferait. 


Digitaria ciliaris (Retz.) Koel. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7804 (E?,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 87 (K,ON); Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith S081 
(K,ON). 


Digitaria neghellensis J.-P. Lebrun 
Dhofar: Cope 398, 543 (K,ON). 


Digitaria nodosa Parl. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6335 (BM,ON); Miller 2402 (E,ON). 
Arabic: hisad; Dhofari Arabic: zidrot, hijaroom, gerzaot. 


Digitaria pennata (Hochst.) T. Cooke 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3622 (K,ON); Cope 374 (K,ON). 


Digitaria sanguinalis (L.) Scop. 
Dhofar: Miller 6082 (E,ON). 
Arabic: dafira, difra. 


Digitaria stricta Roth ex Roem. & Schultes 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5336 (K,ON); Allison 11 (E?,ON). 


Digitaria velutina (Forsskal) P. Beauv. 
Dhofar: Cope 420, 459 (K,ON). 
A new record for Oman. 


Digitaria indet. 
Dhofar: Miller 7556 (E,ON). 


Dignathia hirtella Stapf 

Dhofar: Miller 7551 (E,ON); Cope 362 (K,ON). 

Dimeria omithopoda Trin. 

Dhofar: Miller & Whitcombe 2091 (E,ON); Allison 32 (E?,ON); Cope 510 (K,ON). 
Dinebra retroflexa (Vahl) Panzer 


Dhofar: Miller 7694 (E,ON); Allison 41 (K?,ON). 
Jibbali: naamait, na’amayt. 


Echinochloa colona (L.) Link 
N. Oman: Cope 158 (K,ON); Musandam, Braund 79 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7759/3 (E,ON); 
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C. Oman: Stanley-Price 59 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5277 (K,ON); Cope 337 (K,ON). 
Arabic: abu rokba, dineiba, zarra; Dhofari Arabic: hejerum, hijroom. 


Eleusine coracana (L.) Gaertn. 
Cultivated. Finger millet. 


Eleusine indica (L.) Gaertn. 
subsp. indica 
Dhofar: Cope 454 (K,ON). 


subsp. africana (Kenn.-O’Byrne) S. Phillips 
Dhofar: Miller 7695 (E,ON). 
Dhofari Arabic: tirmowt. 


Elionurus royleanus Nees ex A. Rich. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Leane s.n. (E?,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 369 (E?,ON); Cope 327 (K,ON). 
Also reported and collected by M. Gallagher from the limestone hills near Ruwi. 


Enneapogon cenchroides (Roemer & Schultes) C.E. Hubb. 
Dhofar: Cope 427 (K,ON). 
A new record for Oman. 


Enneapogon desvauxii P. Beauv. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7959/4 (E,ON); Maconochie 3082 (E,BM,ON); Dhofar: Cope 396 (K,ON). 


Enneapogon lophotrichus Chiov. ex H. Scholz & Koenig 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6226 (BM); Tunstall 24 (BM). 
Also recorded from Dhofar by T. Cope. 


Enneapogon persicus Boiss. 
(Syn.: E. schimperianus (Hochst. ex A. Rich.) Renv.) 


N. Oman: Gallagher 7959/6 (E,ON); Mandaville 6482 (BM,ON); Cope 388 (K,ON). 


Enteropogon dolichostachyus (Lagasca) Keng ex Lazarides 
(Syn.: Chloris mensensis auct. non (Schweinf.) Cuf.) 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5303 (K,ON); Cope 407 (K,ON). 


Eragrostis aspera (Jacq.) Nees 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5077 (K,ON); McLeish 607 (E,ON). 


Eragrostis barreliei Daveau 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6672 (BM,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7864/3 (E,ON); Dhofar: Miller 7757 
(E,ON); Cope 436 (K,ON). 

Dhofari Arabic: naamait. 


Eragrostis cilianensis (All.) Vign. ex Janchen 
N. Oman: Cope 164 (E,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 140 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5450 (K,ON). 


Eragrostis ciliaris (L.) R. Br. 

N. Oman: Cope 159 (K,ON); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 399 (Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 6071 (E,ON); 
Cope 312, 340 (K,ON). 

Harsusi: suwed ghamir. 


Eragostis japonica (Thunb.) Trin. 
Dhofar: Dalibard & Whitcombe 45 (E). 
Dhofari Arabic: naamait. 


Eragrostis mahrana Schweinf. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7964 (K?,ON); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 426 (Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Radcliffe- 
Smith 5499 (K,ON). 

Arabic: shussa; Harsusi: shussa. 


Eragrostis minor Host 
N. Oman: Cope 181 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2261 (E,ON); Cope 305 (K,ON). 


Eragrostis papposa (Roem. & Schultes) Steud. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6432 (BM,ON); Cope 151 (K,ON). 


Arabic: dukhniya, qasis, qudayma, majwayba. 


Eragrostis pilosa (L.) P. Beauv. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7976/20 (K?,ON); Whitcombe 401 (K?,ON); Dhofar: Cope 534 (K,ON). 


Eragrostis tenella (L.) P. Beauv. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7487/3 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 88 (K,ON); Dhofar: Maconochie s.n. (K,ON). 


Eragrostis viscosa (Retz.) Trin. 
Dhofar: Miller 2397 (E,ON); McLeish 210 (E,ON); Cope 315, 339 (K,ON). 


Enochloa fatmensis (Hochst. & Steud.) W.D. Clayton 
N. Oman: Cope (Checklist, 1985); Dhofar: Cope 502 (K,ON). 


Euclasta clarkkei (Hackel) Cope. 
Dhofar: Cope 536 (K,ON). 
A new record for Arabia. 


Eustachys paspaloides (Vahl) Lanza & Mattei 
Dhofar: Miller 7605 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5297 (K,ON). 
Dhofari Arabic: zidrot. 


Fingerhuthia africana Lehm. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6483 (BM,ON); Gallagher 7972/6 (K?,ON). 
Arabic: dukhniya, qasis, qudayma, majwayba. 


Gamotia stricta Brongn. 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9241 (E,K), 9264B (E,K), 9309A (E,K); 


Gastridium phleoides (Nees & Meyen) C.E. Hubb. 
N. Oman: Musandam, Braund 128 (K?,ON). 


Hackelochloa granulans (L.) Kuntze 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5212 (K,ON). 


Halopyrum mucronatum (L.) Stapf 
N. Oman: Maconochie 2952 (K,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-84 (BSB,ON; Dhofar: Miller 2130 (E,ON); 
Radcliffe-Smith 5554 (K,ON). 


Heteropogon contortus (L.) Roem. & Schultes 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6471 (BM,ON); Dhofar: Miller 2361 (E,ON); Maconochie 3024 (K?,ON). 
Arabic: saffa; Dhofari Arabic: airmot. 


Heteropogon melanocarpus (Elliot) Benth. 
Dhofar: Cope 369 (K,ON). 


Hordeum vulgare L. 
Cultivated. Barley. 
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Hyparrhenia hirta (L.) Stapf 

N. Oman: Mandaville 6342 a (BM,ON); Musandam, Mandaville 7103 (BM,ON); Dhofar: Cope 387 
(K,ON). 

Arabic: sanum. 


Imperata cylindrica (L.) P. Beauv. 
N. Oman: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 


Isachne globosa (Thunb.) Kuntze 
Dhofar: Miller 2617 (E,ON); Maconochie 3601 (K,ON). 


Lasiurus scindicus Henrard 

(Syn.: L. hirsutus (Forsskal) Boiss.) 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3311 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7743 (K?,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 2 
(ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5473 (K,ON). 

Arabic: thayya; Harsusi: shakhlayt. 


Leptothrium senegalense (Kunth) W.D. Clayton 
Dhofar: McLeish 63 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5140 (K,ON). 


Loudetia flavida (Stapf) C.E. Hubb. 
Dhofar: McLeish 362 (K?,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2971 (E,ON); Cope 377 (K,ON). 
Dhofari Arabic: airmot. 


Melinis repens (Willd.) Zizka 
subsp. grandiflora (Hochst.) Zizka 
(Syn.: Rhynchelytnum repens (Willd.) C.E. Hubb.) 
Dhofar: McLeish 61 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5086 (K,ON); Dhofar: Cope 335, 360 (K,ON). 


Ochthochloa compressa (Forsskal) Hilu 

(Syn.: Eleusine compressa (Forsskal) Asch. & Schweinf.)Cope (K,ON). 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3397 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7963 (E,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 253 
(E,ON,YAL). 

Arabic: aila; Harsusi: aila. 


Oplismenus burmannii (Retz.) P. Beauv. 
Dhofar: Miller 7741 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5286 (K,ON). 


Oplismenus compositus (L.) P. Beauv. 
Dhotar: Miller 7794 (E,ON); Cope 540 (K,ON). 


Oropetium capense Stapt 
Dhofar: Miller 6309 (E); Cope 424 (K,ON). 


Panicum antidotale Retz. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 2826 (BM,ON); Maconochie 3644 (K?,ON); Dhofar: Cope 453 (K,ON). 


Panicum atrosanguineum Hochst. ex A. Rich. 
Dhofar: Miller 6122 (E,ON); Miller 7532 (E,ON). 


Panicum coloratum L. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3052, 3394 (E,ON). 


Panicurn maamum Jacq. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6295 (BM,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 80 (K,ON); Dhotar: Cope 435 (K,ON). 
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Panicum trichoides Sw. 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5255 (K,ON); Miller 2608 (E,ON). 


Panicum turgidum Forsskal 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3521 (K?,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 62,61,58 (K,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5472 
(K,ON); C. Oman: Tear & Forrester 400 (Herb. YAL); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1383 (Herb. SOU). 
Arabic: thamama; Harsusi: haglib, haghleem. 


Paspalidium desertorum (A. Rich.) Stapf 
Dhofar: Cope 418 (K,ON). 


Paspalidium geminatum (Forsskal) Stapf 
Wahiba Sands: Cope 22 (K,ON). 


Paspalum vaginatum Sw. 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5227 (K,ON); Cope 389 (K,ON). 


Pennisetum divisum (J. Gmel.) Henrard 

N. Oman: Maconochie 3344 (K,ON); Frey & Kuerschner (BSB,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 17 (K,ON); C. 
Oman: Stanley-Price 109a (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5434 (K,ON); McLeish 166 
(E?,ON). Arabic: thamama, Harsusi: haghleeb. 


Pennisetum glaucum (L.) R. Br. 
Cultivated. Bulrush millet. 


Pennisetum orientale L.C. Rich. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6431 (BM,ON); Cope 166 (K,ON); Edmondson 3471 (E). 
Arabic: khashna, qasis. 


Pennisetum purpureum Schumach. 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7907 (K?ON). 


Pennisetum setaceum (Forsskal) Chiov. 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6759 (BM,ON); Edmondson 3471 (E,ON). 
Arabic: halfa. 


Phalaris minor Retz. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3383 (E,ON). 
Cultivated. 


Phragmites australis (Cay.) Trin. ex Steud. 
subsp. australis 
N. Oman: Maconochie 2954 (K,ON); C. Oman: Tear 2/86 (E,ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: McLeish 243 
(E,ON); Cope 353 (K,ON). 
Arabic: hazeer, khasht; Harsusi: hazout. 


subsp. altissumus (Benth.) W.D. Clayton 
N. Oman: Fernandez 748 (K). 


Poa sinaica Steud. 
N. Oman: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 


Polypogon monspeliensis (L.) Desf. 
N. Oman: Whitcombe & Miller (Prelimin. Checklist, 1984); Dhofar: Cope 527 (K,ON). 


Polypogon viridis (Gouan) Breistr. 
(Syn.: Agrostis viridis; Polypogon semiverticillatus (Forsskal) N. Hylander) 
N. Oman: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 
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Pseudodicanthium serrafalcoides (T. Cooke & Stapf) Bor 
Dhofar: Cope 504(K,ON). 
A new record for Arabia. 


Rostraria cristata (L.) Tzvelev 
(Syn.: Lophochloa phleoides (Vill.) Reichb.). 
Dhofar: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 


Rostraria pumila (Desf.) Bor 
(Syn.: Lophochloa pumila (Desf.) Bor). 
N. Oman: Frey & Kuerschner 83-228 (BSB,ON). 


Rottboellia cochinchinensis (Lour.) W.D. Clayton 
(Syn.: R. exaltata L.f.) 
Dhofar: Allison 45 (K?,ON); Cope 413 (K,ON). 


Saccharum griffithii Munro ex Benth. 
Dhofar: Maconochie 2858 (K?,ON). 


Saccharum officinarum L. 
Cultivated. Sugar cane. 


Saccharum ravennae (L.) Murray 
Dhofar: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 


Saccharum spontaneum L. 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 19 (K?,ON); Collenette 8091 (E,ON). 
Arabic: hilf. 


Schismus barbatus (L.) Thell. 
N. Oman: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 


Schizachynum brevifolium (Sw.) Buese 
Dhofar: Miller (Checklist, 1988). 


Setaria intermedia Roem. & Schultes 
Dhofar: McLeish 384 (E,ON); Allison 46 (K?,ON); Cope 409 (K,ON). 
Arabic: lislis. 


Setaria pumila (Poir.) Roem. & Schultes 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3675 (K,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 211 (E?,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5195 (K,ON). 
Arabic: arayt, lislis, dhenob, ithael. 


Setaria verticillata (L.) P. Beauv. 
N. Oman: Cope 180 (K,ON); Edmondson 3295 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7759/4 (E,ON). 
Arabic: thayyil, tubbaq, qasfa, lislais. 


Setana x verticilliformis Dumort 
Dhofar: Cope 347 (K,ON). 


Setania viridis (L.) P. Beauv. 
N. Oman: Cope 405, 179 (K,ON); Dhofar: Allison 09 (K?,ON). 
Arabic: lassaq, luseeq, shaar al faar, zail al faar. 


Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench 
Dhofar: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 
Arabic: akaat. 
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Sorghum halepense (L.) Pers. 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3393 (E,ON). 


versicolor Andersson 
Dhofar: Miller 7699 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5259 (K,ON). 


Sporobolus airiformis Chiov. 
N. Oman: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 


Sporobolus coromandelianus (Retz.) Kunth 
Dhofar: Guarino s.n. (K); Cope 421, 467 (K,ON). 


Sporobolus gloeoclados Cope 

Dhofar: Guarino 26 (K); Maconochie 3506 (K,ON), 3543 (E,K,ON), 3569 (K,ON); Miller 7637 (E,K); 
Radcliffe-Smith 5155 (K); Vesey-Fitzgerald 1246/22 (BM,K), 12426/10 (BM,K); Zaroug RMD42 (K,ON). 
Arabic: sharhoat. 


Sporobolus helvolus (Trin.) T. Durand & Schinz 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5224 (K,ON). 


Sporobolus toclados (Nees ex Trin.) Nees 

(Syn.: S. arabicus Boiss.; S. jemenicus Pilger ex Schwartz; S. kentrophyllus (K. Schum.) W.D. Clayton) 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3431 (E,ON); Frey & Kuerschner 83-190 (B,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7756 
(E,ON); C, Oman: Stanley-Price 107 (ON, Herb. YAL); Dhofar: McLeish 159 (K?,ON); Maconochie 
3506 (K,ON); McLeish 246 (K,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5256 (K,ON). 


Sporobolus minimus Cope 
Dhofar: Cope 313, 325, 516 (K,ON). 


Sporobolus nervosus Hochst. 
Dhofar: Maconochie 4672 (K,ON); Cope 445 (K,ON). 


Sporobolus pellucidus Hochst. 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3164, 3629 (E,K,ON); Lawton 2479 (E); Cope 444 (K,ON). 


Sporobolus ruspolianus Chiov. 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9027 (E,K), 9381 (E,K). 


Sporobolus spicatus (Vahl) Kunth 

N. Oman: Cope 154 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 34 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 267 (ON, Herb. 
YAL). Dhofar: McLeish 92 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5499 (K,ON); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1368 
(Herb. SOU). 


Sporobolus tenuissimus (Schrank) Kuntze 
Wahiba Sands: Cope 95 (K,ON); Dhofar: Miller & Whitcombe 2104 (E,ON). 


Sporobolus tourneiwai Cosson 
Dhofar: Miller 2624 (E,ON); Cope 397 (K,ON). 


Sporobolus virginicus (L.) Kunth 

(Syn.: S. pungens auct.) 

N. Oman: Edmondson 3301 (E,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 147 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 28 (ON, 
Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Maconochie 3640 (K?,ON); Cope 331 (K,ON); Halaniyat Islands: A/l-Lamki 005 
(ON). 

Harsusi: akansh. 


Stipa capensis Thunb. 
N. Oman: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 
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Stipa mandavillei Freitag 
N. Oman: Mandaville 6525 (BM). 


Stipagrostis acutiflora (Trin. & Rupr.) de Winter 
Wahiba Sands: Maconochie 3683 (ON). 


Stipagrostis ciliata (Desf.) de Winter 
N. Oman: Cope (Checklist, 1985). 


Stipagrostis dhofariensis Cope 
Dhofar: Miller 6437 (E,ON); Halaniyat Islands, Miller 2757 (Holotype E; Isotype ON). 


Stipagrostis hirtighuma (Steud.) de Winter 
N. Oman: Edmondson 3506 (E,ON); Maconochie 3452 (K?,ON); Dhofar: Cope 358 (K,ON). 


Stipagrostis masirahensis H. Scholz 
Masirah Island: Weisgerber s.n. (Holotype B; Isotype ON); Rappenhoener OM91-233 (B,ON). 


Stipagrostis paradisea (Edgew.) de Winter 
N. Oman: Ferrand 13 (K?,ON); C. Oman: Checklist no. 492 (Herb. YAL); Dhofar: Miller 7653 (E,ON). 


Stipagrostis plumosa (L.) Munro ex T. Anders. 

N. Oman: Cope 152 (K,ON); Wahiba Sands: Cope 52 (K,ON); C. Oman: Stanley-Price 42 (ON, Herb. 
YAL); Dhofar: McLeish 272 (E,ON). 

Harsusi: bathoot. 


Stipagrostis raddiana (Savi) de Winter 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9316 (E,K). 


Stipagrostis sokotrana (Vieth.) de Winter 
C. Oman: Miller 6031 (E,ON); Maconochie 3413 (K,ON,YAL); Dhofar: Gallagher 7895/12 (E,ON). 
Arabic: doweet; Harsusi: bathoot, dhaoot. 


Stipagrostis uniplumis (Lichtenst.) de Winter 
(Syn.: S. pogonoptila Jaub. & Spach) 
N. Oman: Munton 4 (K). 


Stipagrostis xylosa Cope 
Dhofar: Cope 523 (K,ON). 
A new record for Oman. 


Tetrachaete elionuroides Chiov. 
Dhofar: McLeish 144 (E?,ON); Cope 332 (K,ON). 


Tetrapogon tenellus (Koenig ex Roxb.) Chiov. 
Dhofar: Miller 6083 (E,ON); Radcliffe-Smith 5097 (K,ON). 
Arabic: athaat; Jibbali: erghod, hereyr, sharhawt. 


Tetrapogon villosus Desf. 

N. Oman: Gallagher 7975/4 (E,ON); Mandaville 6156 (BM,ON); Musandam, Leane s.n. (E,ON); Dhofar: 
McLeish 334 (E,ON); Cope 384 (K,ON). 

Arabic: sukhaybir. 


Themeda quadnvalvis (L.) Kuntze 
Dhofar: McLeish 209 (E,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2093 (E,ON); Cope 481 (K,ON). 
Jibbali: edi. 


141 


Themeda triandra Forsskal 
Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5194 (K,ON). 


Tragus berteronianus Schultes 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3282 (K?,ON); Wahiba Sands: Gallagher 7772/7 (E,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 66 
(E,ON); Cope 310, 324 (K,ON). 


Tragus racemosus (L.) All. 
N. Oman: Lee-Oldfield 50 (K); Mandaville 3701 (BM); Maxwel Darling 435 (K); Parker 0.60 (BM); 
Dhofar: Cope 422 (K,ON). 


Tricholaena teneriffae (L.f.) Link 
N. Oman: Gallagher 7976/15 (E,ON); Musandam, Braund 80 (E,ON); Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5502 
(K,ON); Miller 6394 (E,ON); Cope 316 (K,ON). 


Trichoneura mollis (Kunth) E. Ekman 
N. Oman: Cope (Checklist, 1985); Collenette 8002 (E,ON). 


Tripogon africanus (Cosson & Durieu) H. Scholz 
N. Oman: Mandaville 3518, 3639 (BM); Whitcombe 679 (E). 


Tripogon capillatus Jaub. & Spach 
Dhofar: Miller & Nyberg 9237, 9308 (E,K). 


Tripogon leptophyllus (A. Rich.) Cuf. 
Dhofar: Miller 6281 (E,K,ON). 


Tripogon purpurascens Duthie 
N. Oman: Whitcombe 245 (E?,ON). 
Arabic: duqayqa. 


Tripogon subtilissimus Chiov. 
Dhofar: Maconochie 3628 (K?,ON); Cope 429 (K,ON). 


Triticum durum Desf. 
N. Oman: Maconochie 3130 (K,ON); Edmondson 3190 (E,ON). 


Triticum sp. 
Cultivated. Wheat. 


Urochloa panicoides P. Beauv. 


Dhofar: Radcliffe-Smith 5234 (K,ON); Maconochie 3616 (K?,ON); Cope 408 (K,ON). 
Dhofari Arabic: hijroom. 


Urochondra setulosa (Trin.) C.E. Hubb. 


N. Oman: Gallagher 7930 (E?,ON); Dhofar: McLeish 433 (E,ON); Miller 6103 (E,ON); Cope 330 
(K,ON). 


Potamogetonaceae 


Potamogeton nodosus Poir. 


N. Oman: Gallagher 7968 (E,ON); Jupp s.n. (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Maconochie 3174 (E,ON); Ghazanfar 
1586 (Herb. SQU). 


Aquatic herb with ovate, floating leaves. Occurs in permanent pools in the mountains from 180-1800 m. 


Potamogeton pectinatus L. 
N. Oman: Ghazanfar 1262 (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Ghazanfar 1608 (Herb. SQU). 
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Submerged aquatic. Leaves narrowly linear, alternate, sometimes the upper subopposite. Fruits obovoid, 
in a terminal cluster, usually visible just below the water surface. In permanent, usually shallow, fresh 
and brackish water pools. Material collected by Frey & Kuerschner, 83-260, from Qurm Nature Reserve 
could be Ruppia sp. The material is badly preserved and is without flowers or fruit. 


Potamogeton pusillus L. 

(Syn: P. panormitanus Biv.) 

N. Oman: Collenette 8007 (E,ON). 

Submerged rooted perennial. Leaves linear, up to 20 cm. Collected from a single locality, in a falaj, 
growing in flowing water. 


Ruppiaceae 


Ruppia mantima L. 

N. Oman: Jupp s.n. (Herb. SQU); Dhofar: Jupp s.n. (Herb. SQU); Masirah Island: Ghazanfar 1372 
(Herb. SQU). 

Submerged rooted perennial of brackish water. Leaves linear, alternate or opposite. Similar to 
Potamogeton pectinatus, but distinguished by its fruits which are commonly asymmetrically ovoid. 


Typhaceae 


Typha angustata Bory & Chaub. 
Dhofar: McLeish 560 (E,ON). 
Perennial herb up to 2 m, with a gregarious habit. Common by eutrophic pools. 


Typha domingensis Pers. 

(Syn.: T. australis Schum. & Thonn.) 

C. Oman: Gallagher 6897/2 (E,ON); Miller & Whitcombe 2060 (E,ON). 
Common by permanent pools, spreading rapidly. 
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Scabiosa 
Scandix 
Schismus 
Schizachyrium 
Schoenoplectus 
Schoenus 
Schweinfurthia 
Scirpus 
Sclerocarpus 
Sclerocephalus 
Scrophularia 
Seddera 
Seetzenia 
Selaginella 
Senecio 
Senna 

Senra 
Sesbania 
Setaria 

Sida 


123; 


123, 


Sideroxylon 
Silene 
Sinapis 
Sisymbrium 
Solanum 
Sonchus 
Sorghum 
Spathodea 
Spergula 
Spergularia 
Sphaerocoma 
Sporobolus 
Stellaria 
Sterculia 
Stictocardia 
Stipa 
Stipagrostis 
Striga 
Strychnos 
Suaeda 
Talinum 
Tamarindus 
Tamarix 
Taverniera 
Tecoma 
Tecomella 
Telephium 
Tephrosia 
Teramnus 
Terminalia 
Tetrachaete 
Tetrapogon 
Teucrium 
Thalassodendron 
Thamnosma 
Themeda 
Thevetia 
Thymelaea 
Torilis 
Tradescantia 
Tragus 


123 
102 


112 
115 
123 
141 


Trema 
Trianthema 
Tribulus 
Trichodesma 
Tricholaena 
Trichoneura 
Trigonella 
Tripogon 
Triticum 
Triumfetta 
Typha 
Urginea 
Urochloa 
Urochondra 
Urospermum 
Utricularia 
Vatovaea 
Verbascum 
Vernonia 
Veronica 
Vicia 

Vicoa 

Vigna 

Viola 

Vitex 
Volutaria 
Wahlenbergia 
Washingtonia 
Withania 
Woodfordia 
Xanthosoma 
Xerotia 
Zaleya 
Zataria 
Zebrina 
Zehneria 
Zilla 
Ziziphora 
Ziziphus 
Zoegea 
Zygophyllum 


INDEX OF VERNACULAR NAMES 


Arabic (A) Dhofari Arabic (DA) Harsusi (H) Jibbali (J) 


a’shayish (H) 
aalawah (A) 
aanora (A) 
aaroat (H) 
abal (A) 

abalt (A) 
abateet (H) 
abdhaydhay (H) 
abtheeth (H) 
abu asabie (A) 
abu rukaiba (A) 
abu rokba (A) 
addaejn (DA) 
aden (DA) 
afar (A) 
affiney (H) 
afvar (H) 
agereb (J) 
agool (A) 

agul (A) 
ahseba (J) 
ahsit (J) 
ahthomoat (A) 
aila (A) 

aila (H) 

ain al qat (A) 
akaat (A) 
akarish (H) 
akebet (J) 
akebobeh (J) 
akebot (J) 
akerit (J) 

al baqooliyan (A) 
al auaina (A) 
al hulba (A) 
al helba(A) 

al aalawah (A) 
al alan (A) 

al zorbaih (A) 
al khooit (H) 
al taib (H) 

al khoowayt (H) 
al dhorbaih (A) 
al belib (J) 
alan (A) 

alga (A) 

alib (J) 

alyib (J) 

amba (A) 
ansab (A) 
ansaran (A) 
antur (A) 
ar’eyr (J) 


124 
118 
65 
40 
97 


arad (A) 
arafeet (H) 
arak (A) 
arash (A) 
arayt (A) 
arbeet (H) 
areyr (J) 

arf (J) 

arid (A) 
ariyeb (DA) 
arm (A) 

arta (A) 

asa al jabal (A) 
asak (A) 
asef (DA) 
ashkhar (A) 
asi (J) 

asiyot (J) 
asker e da’an (J) 
asmat (A) 
asrikeh (J) 
asrikel (J) 
assoor (H) 
asur (J) 
ataerayyeh (DA) 
ataerey (DA) 
ateb (J) 
atere (J) 
athaat (A) 
athafeer (H) 
athal (A) 
athath (DA) 
auaina (A) 
awd (H) 
awteeb (H) 
awzak (H) 
ayrob (J) 
aytif (J) 

aytif (J) 
aytiman (A) 
ayzob (J) 
ba’al ejosot (J) 
babu (A) 
baklah (A) 
baqooliyan (A) 
barbir (A) 
basul (A) 
batata (A) 
batbaak (A) 
bathoot (H) 
batikh (A) 
batingan (A) 
beesayl (H) 


110 


110 
120 


beesayl (A) 
bey it (DA) 
belib (J) 
ben (DA) 
ben (J) 
beneh (DA) 
benen (J) 
benj (DA) 
beshokh (A) 
bethoot (H) 
bidol (J) 
bidor (J) 
biqan (A) 
bithman (A) 
bizait (DA) 
bols (J) 
boradat (H) 
bosa’ot (J) 
burtagal (A) 
busa’it (J) 
but (A) 
dadh (A) 
dafira (A) 


damdamoot (H) 


darboot (H) 
dayfed (A) 
degubsi (J) 
derfit (J) 
deri (J) 
derma (J) 
dert (J) 
dhafara (H) 
dhafeer (H) 
dhafra (A) 
dhakar (A) 
dhakhana (H) 
dhamin (A) 
dhaoot (H) 
dhenob (A) 
dibaiya (A) 
difra (A) 

dij (A) 
dineiba (A) 
disi (DA) 
disi (J) 
doweet (A) 
drab (A) 
dugebos (J) 
dujur (J) 
dukhniya (A) 
dungtheet (H) 
duqaygqa (A) 
durayma (A) 


149 


150 


durra el kebeh (DA) 
egsib (J) 

eherik (J) 
ektoreh (J) 
ektoreh (DA) 
ekutenan (J) 
elhuti (J) 

eli (J) 

elkin (J) 

elsiin (J) 
emteyg (J) 
emtobtob (J) 
enbor (J) 
enkiin (J) 
ensain (J) 

enur (J) 

er awiyan (J) 
erem (J) 

erer (J) 

erghod (J) 

erir (J) 

ersit (J) 

ertit (J) 
esexerit (J) 
eshayb (J) 

esofi (J) 
esxalotteh (DA) 
etbot (J) 

etebin (J) 

etiyot (J) 

ewsof (J) 

exelot (J) 
eyrem (J) 

eytib (J) 

eyyel (J) 
fadakh (A) 
farfina (A) 
fasool al dhoa’a (A) 
fehawin (H) 
fekelaw (J) 
fekoz (J) 

ferfer (A) 

fil fil akhdar (A) 
fil fil akhdar har (A) 
fode (J) 

fodiy (DA) 

folk (J) 
fooweoo (H) 
gamradeh (J) 
gao (A) 

gared (J) 

gasar (J) 

gasar (J) 
gashaish (H) 
gaslhgaislh (H) 
gasor (J) 
gataiti (H) 
gathgeth (A) (A) 
gemrez (J) 


genegeneh (DA) 
gesob (H) 
gessoat (H) 
getab (H) 
getab (H) 
geydeh (DA) 
geygeh (J) 
ghadrect (A) 
ghaf (A) 
ghaghae (A) 
ghalaqah (A) 
gharaz (A) 
gharaz (A) 
gharegha (A) 
gharegha (H) 
ghazema (A) 
gheferait (DA) 
girsot (J) 
giseas (H) 
gisherib (H) 
githgaith (H) 
githgeeth (H) 
gizit (J) 
godot (J) 
gogheed (A) 
gumeraitch (H) 
gumerayt (H) 
guniguned (J) 
gunigunt (J) 
gursayt (H) 
gurththa (H) 
gus (H) 
gusawoat (H) 
gusgus (H) 
ha’ath (A) 
haban (A) 
habatha (A) 
habg (J) 
habrak (A) 
hadimdam (A) 
hafenni (H) 
hafra (A) 
hagaid (A) 
hagait (H) 
haghleeb (H) 
haghleem (H) 
haglib (H) 


hagor mitayn (DA) 


hahhfa (A) 
hahimdan (A) 
haibl (H) 
halalnut (J) 
halbeleeb (H) 
halfa (A) 
halkem (DA) 
halmeet (H) 
halook (A) 
halut bidar (A) 
hamadh (A) 


52, 


hamdeh (DA) 
hamdeh (J) 
hammayyira (A) 
hamtok (J) 
handabub 
handal (A) 
hanqalan (A) 
haraq (A) 
harer (J) 
harer (J) 
hareyr (A) 
hargyod (J) 
harheyr (A) 
harheyr (J) 
hari (J) 

harm (A) 
harmal (A) 
harot (J) 
haroz (J) 
harra (A) 
harsha (A) 
harzim (J) 
harzut (J) 
hashaan (A) 
hashaysh (H) 
hasir (DA) 
haslhob (A) 
hasyit (J) 
hathma (A) 
hathma (A) 
hathmeet (H) 
hathmit (H) (H) 
hawwa (A) 


hawwa al bakr (A) 


haybed (DA) 
hayk (H) 
hayqalan (A) 
hayrooth (H) 
haytif (J) 

hazeer (A) 
hazout (H) 
hebeg (J) 

hebek (DA) 
hebelim (J) 
hebsinut (J) 
hebsinut (J) 
hedej (J) 

hediget (J) 
heeroma’oon (A) 
hegemeh (J) 
hejerum (DA) 
helba (A) 
heremerum (J) 
heremerumth (J) 
hereyr (J) 
herthet (H) 
herum d ezen (J) 
herum dezum (J) 
herum axali (J) 


herum za’aliq (J) 
herum ekeros (J) 
herum iderir (J) 
heryen ekulen (J) 
hesli (A) 

hewir (J) 

hibab (A) 

hibab risha (A) 
hidit (J) 
hijaroom (DA) 
hijroom (DA) 
hilban (J) 

hilben (J) 

hilf (A) 

hinna (J) 

hinna (A) 

hisad (A) 

hizib (J) 

hoathal (H) 
hobek (H) 

hobel (H) 

hober (J) 

hodeid (A) 
hodem (J) 

hoik (J) 

homeer (H) 

hor (J) 

hothal (H) 
howbebet (J) 
howthan (A) 


hubbel al hegemeh (J) 


hubd (J) 
hukum (J) 
hukut (J) 
hulba (A) 
humayra (A) 
hummad (A) 
humuzet (J) (J) 
huwwa (A) 
huwwa (H) 
urmowt (DA) 
ilb (DA) 

ilob (J) 
irgareev (H) 
isbaq (A) 
iseb (J) 

isenu etirin (J) 
ishriq (A) 

ist (J) 

itebeh (DA) 
ithael (A) 

itif (J) 

itm (A) 

itr (A) 

izbun (J) 
izdot (J) 

ja a mutti (J) 
ja’ada (A) 
jardan (A) 


69 


60, 69 


80, 


111 
110 
47 
109 
100 
109 
109 
75 
129 
97 
98 


61 


jat (A) 

jazar (A) 
jeferit motin (J) 
jiberit motin (J) 
joh (A) 
junijund (J) 
kalban (A) 
kalfayt (H) 
kan’a (A) 
kanum (A) 

kao (A) 
kareusha (H) 
kartib (DA) 
kasbara (A) 
kawfig (A) 
kedhut (J) 
kefildotin (J) 
kelkol (J) 
kemerot (J) 
kernawt (H) 
kertib a adob (J) 
kertib (J) 
kertib adoneb (J) 
kertib eda an (J) 
khadar (A) 
khadheraaf (H) 
khadheraaf (A) 
khafij (A) 

khaij (H) (H) 
kharkhash (A) 
khashafah (A) 
khashfeet (H) 
khashna (A) 
khasht (A) 
khassya (A) 
khawshyan (A) 
khaymaran (A) 
khazamee (H) 
khidf (A) 
khigar (A) 
khioach (A) 
khokhaoot (H) 
khokhawoat (H) 
khokhawot (H) 
khomear (H) 
khowais (A) 
khumkham (A) 
khumkham (H) 
khurman (A) 
khuwaysh (A) 
kibb (A) 
kibdunayt (H) 
kitayr (J) 

kitir (J) 

klinitee (A) 
kubadanate (H) 
kubdanayt (H) 
kum (DA) 

kum (J) 


kumil (A) 
kurut (J) 
laban (A) 
laghb (A) 
lassaq (A) 
lazzaq (A) 
lekob (J) 

lezaf (H) 

lezaf (A) 
lihyat al tays (A) 
limon (A) 
lisan al-kalb (A) 
lislais (A) 

lislis (A) 
lithab (A) 
lizkam (A) 
lolo (H) 

lozaf (H) 

lufa (A) 
luseeq (A) 
maash (A) 
maddaid (A) 
mahaleb shari (J) 
maharraga (A) 
mahummad (A) 
majaj (A) 
majwayba (A) 
malihlah (A) 
maranhah (A) 
markh (H) 
masad (A) 
masadate (A) 
masharri (A) 
mashibba (A) 
matakeet (H) 
matara (A) 
mays (A) 
medigeh (J) 
megerot (J) 
mehazir (A) 
mehleb shari (A) 
mejoj (J) 
melazagq (A) 
melheloh (J) 
merrot (J) 
mesdizot (J) 
meset (A) 
mesog (J) 
metelig (J) 
metrah (A) 
mintarra (A) 
mintin (A) 
miseb (J) 

misi (J) 

misteh (A) 
mitan (DA) 
moorakh (A) 
moraar (A) 
moreir (A) 


152 


mot (J) 

motin (J) 

moz (A) 
mugelif (J) 
mujayzilah 
mulawwiya (A) 
mulizqa (A) 
munaqqa’a (A) 
munnaqa’ (A) 


mugaybil as shams (A) 33 


muratab (A) 
mwllah (DA) 
myrrh (A) 
na’amayt (J) 
na’na erun (J) 
naamait (DA) 
naamait (J) 
nabaq (A) 
nabat (H) 
najil (A) 
najm (A) 
nakhl (A) 
naksh (A) 
nana (J) 
nasse (H) 
nayniya (A) 
neem (A) 
newott (H) 
nigeyl (H) 
nigeyl (A) 
nijlah (A) 
nimt (A) 
nishtayn (H) 
nizaar (A) 
obebet (J) 
okor (J) 
ollayg (A) 
ooweyal (H) 
oowlyal (A) 
orem (J) 
osot (J) 

otot (J) 
owtaib (H) 
qafas (A) 
qan’a (A) 
qarat (A) 
qarmal (A) 
qasad (A) 
qasfa (A) 
qasis (A) 
qassum (A) 
qat (A) 
qataf (A) 
qenoot (H) 
qerzaot (DA) 
qidqid (A) 
qotnya (A) 
qudayma (A) 
qurliya (A) 


129, 130, 133 


100 


qutb (A) 
quttaif (A) 
ra (J) 

ra (A) 

ra wiyon (DA) 
tahadh (A) 
rak (A) 
rakah (DA) 
rasal (A) 
rasel (H) 
ratreet (A) 
rayan (J) 
rebaal (H) 
rehan (A) 
reweteh (J) 
rigla (A) 
rihiet (A) 
rimth (A) 
ris (J) 

rob (J) 
robit (J) 
rokkos (H) 
rot (J) 
rubel (H) 
ruman (A) 
rumrarm (A) 
ruqrug (A) 
sa’ad (A) 


sa’d al hammar (A) 


sa’d (A) 
sa’dan (A) 
sa’f (DA) 
sabaat (A) 
sabat (A) 
sadayd (A) 
safargal (A) 
saffa (A) 
sakham (A) 
sakhbar (A) 
salam (A) 
salaykit (H) 
samra (A) 
samur (A) 
sanum (A) 
sarh (A) 
sawma (A) 
sawmar (A) 
sayarch (J) 
schuntob (A) 
schwayla (H) 
sebbn (J) 
sebhit (J) 
sebteh (J) 
sebxid (J) 
sedah (J) 
sefek (J) 
sefek (J) 
sefer (J) 
sefiket (J) 


sekel (J) 121 
sekel (DA) 121 
selat (J) 19 
seliket (J) 77 
seluntah (H) 112, 
seman (J) 53 
semena (H) 36 
semerhot (J) 83, 86 
semkis (J) 109 
semkos (J) 109 
senin (J) 53 
senkot (J) 109 
serew (J) 58 
sereyon (DA) 24 
seyteh (DA) 121 
shaar al faar (A) 138 
shahs (A) 103 
shaigra (A) 44 
shajarat al busha (A) 26 
shajarat al gharub (A) 109 
shajarat al julud (A) 23 


shajarat al babaw (A) 45 
shajarat al baud (DA) 102 
shajarat al ghabra (A) 52 


shajarat al wal (A) 98 
shajarat al ghul (A) 77 
shakhal (H) 59 
shakhlayt (H) 136 
sharget al olleyga (A) 51 
sharham (A) 113 
sharhawt (J) 140 
sharhoat (A) 139 
sharshoot (H) 74 
shegra tal santeen (A) 18 
shekelayt (H) 127 
sheresh (A) 86 
sherghan (A) 112 
shhaymet ghazal (H) 96 
shhkal (A) 127 
shimbaan (A) 126 
shiringiban (A) 109 
shirinjiban (A) 109 
shlaaf (H) 33 
shua (A) 91 
shuheymat ard (A) 17 
shukaa (A) 118 
shurayshira (A) 119 
shussa (H) 135 
shussa (A) 135 
shuwayb al hamam (A) 77, 85 
sidaf (H) 97 
sidaf (A) 97 
sidr (A) 100 
sifod (J) 22 
sifot (J) 22 
sifsif (A) 116 
silintah (H) 112 
silka (A) 101 
silleeh (H) 39 


simarayhh (H) 
sindar (A) 
siot (J) 

siqab (A) (A) 
sigal (A) 

sir (J) 

sir seheret (J) 
sires (J) 

sires (DA) 
sirmar (J) 
sisyit (J) 
sizyit (J) 

skel (J) 
skelfan (J) 
slhaaf (H) 
slheberkayt (H) 
sohit (DA) 
soowad (H) 
soudoud (A) 
soxid (J) 
soxir (J) 

stah (J) 

subr (DA) 
sufiyit (J) 
sukhaybir (A) 
sukof (J) 


sulaykit karmeem (H) 
sulaykit mal jebel (H) 


sunaijid (A) 
surereh (J) 
surhah (J) 
suri (J) 
sutah (J) 


suwed ghamir (H) 
suweed ghameer (H) 
swayd ghameer (H) 


ta’ta (DA) 
tabagh (A) 
tafar al tays (A) 
tahekot (J) 
tahkot (J) 
taies (A) 
talsayf (H) 
tamarit (A) 
tamatum (A) 
tannum (A) 
tarthet (H) 
tarthuth (A) 
teen (A) 
tegbanch (J) 
tehameh (J) 
tehit (J) 
temmar (J) 
temrit (J) 


tenemayt (H) 
terfal (DA) 
terfal (J) 
teyk (DA) 
teyk (A) 
thamama (A) 
thawma (A) 
thayya (A) 
thayyil (A) 
thefied (A) 
theromet (H) 
thiqab (A) 
thor (A) 
thumynah (A) 
tifseh (J) 
tihubberkayt (H) 
tik (J) 
tikedoha (DA) 
tikedoha (J) 
tinib (A) 

tisi (J) 

tiskot (J) 

tiyu (A) 

tob (J) 

tob (DA) 
todi (J) 

todo (J) 
tubbag (A) 
tubbayq (A) 
tuf (J) 

tulh (A) 

tulh (J) 

tur hindi (J) 
tur (J) 

tur erun (J) 
tur erum (J) 
tuxdir (J) 
tuxdir (DA) 
ubteh (J) 
usereh (J) 
uteb (J) 
uwaynah (A) 
uzlim (A) 
warem (H) 
wazarayn (A) 
weall (H) 
xamlayyeh (J) 
xamleg (J) 
xarterit (J) 
xerutret (DA) 
xesubxes (J) 
xfot (J) 
ximer (DA) 
xir (J) 


xis (DA) 
xisxis (J) 
xus (DA) 
xus (J) 
yabot (H) 
yamroor (A) 
yas (A) 


yasmin razqy (A) 


yateer (H) 
yatlhhaas (H) 
yawtin (A) 
yeharayk (H) 
yen (J) 
yibslhak (H) 
yilbeen (H) 
yishkhalze (H) 
yisten (J) 
za’af (J) 
zaaraai (A) 
zaghaf (H) 
zail al faar (A) 
zarra (A) 
zayyan (A) 
zeberwot (DA) 
zebrot (J) 
zebrot (DA) 
zed (J) 

zefeyr (J) 
zefubrek (A) 
zer’ayb (J) 
zer ot (J) 
zeram (A) 
zerbet (J) 
zere (J) 

zereb (J) 
zerfit (J) 
zerkim (DA) 
zerkin (J) 
zerxiz (J) 

zgaf (J) 
zhanitte (J) 
zhi (J) 

zhot (J) 

zidrot (DA) 
zinban (A) 
zirdot (DA) 
zirfit (J) 

zirot (J) 

zoja serayn (J) 
zoja (J) 

zraig al ain (A) 
Zuger (J) 
zuxezux (J) 

zxi (J) 


153 


132, 133, 


33 
42 
108 
138 
134 
33 
63 
63 
63 
100 
24 
79 
33 
33 
75 
122 
54 
122 
19 
103 
103 
98 
108 
113 
113 
113 
135. 
100 


